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gar Life is hid with Chriſt in God; when 


Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall appear, then 


Hall ye alſo appear with him in Glory, 
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7 age Now are we the Sons of God, and it 


oth not yet appear what we ſhall be ; but 
we know, that when he ſhall appear, we 


| be like him, * We Holl ſee hint as 


he 16. 


H E Apoſtle begins this "LI 
__ 28 with a Repreſentation of the 
Love of God to Men in their 
Adoption ; He enters upon the 
Account of it in Terms which 
are apt to raiſe the Wonder, 
and to fix the Attention of all 
God's Children; and well he 
| might, for Ana is ſo glorious an Effect of di- 
vine Love, as highly deſerves both. That the 
Great God, who is ſo far above us, and fo fully 
Z Blefled in himſelf ſhou'd take Men, who were 
Strangers and Enemies unto him, and alienated 
from him by wicked Works, into the near Relation 
and Privileges of Children; this is admirable 
Love indeed, and may juſtly fill us with Aſtoniſh- 
ment! Behold, what manner of Love the Father hath 
| beflow*d upon us, that we ſhou'd be called the Sons of 
Cod J v. I. This was a Subject ſo delectable and 
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pleaſant to the . 8 NOTE that he knew 
bot how to part with it, therefore he repeats it u. 2. 
Beloved, faith he, nou are we the Sons of 8 &c. 
Wherein, e | gt hid 


* . Seed 


Fi r/t, He gives us a Character of the . Die- i 
nity and Anne of e TOY are the tha 


Sons of os. 111i © +1 © Ap 


Secondly, Here's an higher Dignity remainin fs = 
em, which is, 1. OY hid and concealed m 
them at preſent; ; It doth not yet appear . we 
ſhall be, 2. Partly revealed and manifeſt, in- vet 
ſomuch that the Apoſtle profeſſeth a Certainty BF Of 
and Aſſurance of it; 3 N e ROW that when * 0 \- 
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Thirdly, Here s the Circumſtance of Time, when Chi 
this Dignity ſhall be conferr'd on Believers, | J 
at Chriſt's ſecond Ae hen he pal ¶ recei 
appear. 7 


Fourthly, Here's the Apoſtle's Proof and Demon- 15 
ſtration of the Dignity and Privilege, ſo far 
as it is reveal'd and manifeſt; Fur we ſhall ſee i 
him as he is. 


Theſe Words may be reſolv'd into o bent 
 ProPosITIONS. 


Prop. I. One choice Privilege that God at pre- 
ſent confers upon all true Believers, is, to be his 
Children: Or, All Believers are at preſent digni- 
fied by God with the Privilege of Adoption. 


Prop. II. There are higher Dignities and greater 
Privileges popu d, and in Reverſion for them. 


Prop, 
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©” Prop. III. The Fulneſs and Height of this Dig- 
nity, and bleſſed State that Believers ſhall be ad- 
vanced to, is not here fully reveal'd, but partly 
hid and concealed from them. © © | 


Prop. IV. The Dignity and future Bleſſedneſs 
that Believers ſhall be promoted to, at the ſecond 
Appearance of Chriſt, will lie in a perfect Like- 
neſs to him, cauſed by a Viſion of him. 


Prop. V. There is a Certainty or Aſſurance of 
this Bleſſedneſs and Dignity attainable by Belie- 
vers in this Life; For, ſaith the Apoſtle, we know it. 
Of theſe in their Order. | 


Prop. I. One choice Privilege that God, at pre- 
ſent, confers upon all true Believers, is to be his 
This is prov'd from John i. 12. But ds many as 
= received him, to them gave he Power, Right or Privi- 
lege, to become the Sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his Name. This is the Privilege of One 
and All Believers, and of Believers only. All Unbe- 
= levers are the Children of another Father, even the 
Devil; for him they are like, and his Works they do. 
They are the Children of God by Creation, and ſo 


are the Bulls Angels; but Believers only are the 


Children of God by Regeneration and Adoption. And 
this Relation is Originated and Founded in the 
Eternal Love of God, and our Martiage-Union to 
- * Chriſt, the Son of God, which is made by 
Faith, Gal. iii. 26. Fer we are all the Children of Cod 
Y Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. | | 
| Now, how bleſſed are they who have the All- 
comprehending God for their Adopting Father! 
| What can they want, who have an All-ſufficient 
Father, whoſe is the Earth, and the Fulneſs thereof, to 
| 125 e 8 
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provide ſor em, and take care of 'em? What Enemy Wil yok 
or Danger need they dread, who have an Almighty ma 
Father to be eee and defend em; Ty 
o whom they may on all Occaſions have free Ac- Chi 
ceſs; And who can make the Shields of the Earth, 1 
that is, Princes and Magiſtrates to cover his Children ? ¶ tha 
Ia. iv. Jo Pal. xIvii. 9. 1 . 5 Fat 
What can they be denied, who have a Father ſo MW the 
full of Goodneſs and Compaſſion, that He's more go 
ready to give, than they are to ask: How much 71g 
better is our Heavenly Father, than any Earthly | gre! 
Fathers ? . his 
There are many Things that no Earthly Father | Glc 
can do for his Children; And there are many Things Hir 
that molt Earthly Fathers wil not do for their Chil- the) 
en | 3 Ear 
An Earthly Father may give his Child a Portion | Cro 
of his Worldly Eſtate ; but what Earthly Father | wit 
can give his Child, tho' he love him never ſo dear- | God 
ly, a Portion of his Grace to enable him to ma- Prit 
nage and improve it to God's Glory? An Earthly BW don 
Parent may make his Child Rich and Great in the hay 
World; but he can't make him Good, and Pious, em 
and Rich towards God. He may give him new the 
Clothes, but he can't communicate a new Heart, no 
or a new Nature to him. He may gratify his | any 
carnal Deſires, but can't ſanctify them, or change whi 
his corrupt Nature, and ſuper- induce upon it the x 
Image of God. He may correct him, but tis not Þ 
' within his Compaſs to reform and cure him of his Arc 


vitious Inclinations and corrupt Affections. | 
Again, There are many Things that Earthl7 1 
Fathers wi not do for their Children. They will not you 
diſcover Love to their Souls by doing what they are hig 
able to prevent their Loſs, and everlaſting Deſtru&ti- MW Du 
on. They will not govern their own Temper, and Roy 
maſter their. Paſſions, that with Meekneſs and Pa- Ho 
tience they may inſtruc their Children; but oy bele 
02 | voke Wt 


em; 
Ac- 
arth, 
dren ? 


er ſo if 
more 


nuch 


ther 
ungs 
Chil- they bear the ſame Characters upon Earth. An 
rtion 
God have the Preheminence of the Sons of Earthly 
Princes, in that God beſtows a Crown and a King- 
rthly dom upon every one of em. If an Earthly Father 
: have many Children, the more he doth for one of 
ious, N 5 
the Multitude of God's Children is the Reaſon of 
eart, BW 
y his 


lear- 
| m 4 


1 the 


new 


ange 


rthly | 


not 
y are 
ucti- 
, and 
Pa- 

ro- 
yoke 


0 rightly, Pſal. Ixxxiv. II. 
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voke them to Wrath by 8 Uſage, and ſomes 
make their Children Slaves, by making dem 
Tyrants, whereby they do a %% Injury to TI 


| Children by doing a greater to themſelves. 


But as to the Children of God, there is nothing 
that's fit and good for 'em, which their Heavenly 
Father either can't, or is unwilling to beſtow on 
them. The Lord will give Grace and Glory, and no 
good Thing will he with-hold from them that walk up- 
He makes all his Chil- 
dren 'glorious, within, for he ſan&ifies them with 
his Grace; and he will confer on them an external 


| Glory too, for they ſhall be Kings and Prieſts to 


Himſelf in Heaven, in a more honourable Way than 
Earthly King or Emperor can leave his Imperial 


Crown but to one of his Sons; the reſt are put off 
with lower Preferment : Re the Chillren of 


'em, the leſs he is able to do for the others; but 


no Diminution of the Portion or Inheritance of 


any one Individual, becaufe the Eſtate is Infenite 
which they ſhall be poſſeſſed of. 

t the 
8 not 
F his 


Now what Uſe ſhou'd we make of this Do&tine? 2 
Are we the Sons of God? 


1. Let us deport ourſelves accordingly. See chat 
be ſuitable to the Dignity of this 
1050 Relation. Dignity muſt be anſwer'd' with 

Let us then do nothing unworthy of our 


Rua Pedigree; nothing that may reflect upon the 
Honour of our Father; nothing ſordid, mean and 
below ourſelves, or that will diſcoyex a maroſe or 


A 4 ignoble 
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£8: 
. Jong Spirit. We muſt lift up our Heads and wit 
Hopes above the World, and ſcorn to lie groveling Co 
upon this vile Dunghil, as if we were of an ob- La. 
ſcure Extraction, and our Father cou'd not give us ¶ ſene 
a better Portion, than the Whole of this World tha 
amounts to. Let the Children of this World ſcram- I 
ble for Earthly Revenues and Preferments, and Go 
ſeek their Portion in it, who have Right to no bet- MF 
ter: It becomes us, who are of the Blood-Royal of 
Heaven, to look higher, and to purſue more noble per 
and generous Deſigns; not to diſgrace our Family by 2 
minding petty and low Enjoyments- Our Affecti- | wor 
ons mult be plac'd upon the Objects of our high we 
Hope and raiſed Expe&ation, even the undefil'd In- x Loy 
heritance reſerv'd in Heaven for us, and for which 
our Heayenly Father is now training us up. All Stra 
our Thoughts and Cares, all our Deſigns and Pro- not 
jects, all our Converſation and Employment ought Hit 
to look Heaven-ward, and be all brought into a | mit 
Subordination to our Purſuit of the Heavenly In- ¶ Go 


FT iÞ 


heritance. This is to act as Children of God. 1 
F ſinn 
1s God our Father? More particularly, | iſ 
78 Wa. 


22. Let us be dutiful to Him, honour and reve- the 
rence Him as a Father; and never give Him Cauſe Enn 

to complain of us, as He once did of another Peo- | his i 
ple; A Son honoureth his Father, and a Servant his Wat 
Maſter : If I then be a Father, where is mine Honour? mig 
If The a Maſter, where is my Bear? Mal. i. 6. It ties, 
we call God Father, but give Him not the Re- us ir 
ſpect and Obedience which the Relation of a Fa- henc 
ther calleth for, and obliges to, we make him only and 
a Titular Father. If then we expect that God Ml ther 
ſhould bear a Paternal Affection towards us, take ¶ paſs 
a Fatherly Care of us, and perform the Office of ¶ and 
a Father to us; Let us ſtrive to perform the Du- ſelf 
ties of Children, be tender of his Honour, comply men 


in 
431.81 4 


— ie ter 
* A 
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Vith his Will in all Acts of Obedience, truſt in his 


xeling Covenant, depend upon his Love, be ruled by his 
n ob- Law: Let us delight in God, long after his Pre- 
ve us ſence, and rejoice in his Favour, which is better 
Vorid mw m vi llhce nr 
:ram- Is God our Father ? And, are we the Sons of 
and GOd? „ E 5 

3 bet- WE: 8 n 2 
yal of 3. Let us live in the Admiration of this ſtu- 


noble E Diſplay of his Love, the taking Hell- de- 
ſerving Sinners into his near Relation. We are not 
ffecti-¶ worthy to be made his hired Servants, and ſhall 
high | we be made his Children? How marvelous is his 
d In- Loving-kindneſs! This is not the manner of Men, 
which | © Lord God thou knoweſt ! We were not only 
All Strangers, but the Children of God's Enemies, Was 
| Pro- not our Father an Amorite, and our Mother an 
ought Hittite? And have not our diſloyal Parents tranſ- 
nto a matted a Principle of Rebellion and Enmity againſt 
ly In- {8 God to us? And have we not acted upon this Prin- 
od. (iple in thouſands of Tranſgreſſions, while we have 
ſinn' d after the Similitude of Adam? And tho” this 


ed as Enemies; yet, contrary to our Deſerts, doth 
reve- the Lord overcome our Evil with his Good; our 


Cauſe MW Enmity with his Clemency ; our Corruptions with 


- Peo- | his. invincible Grace? Doth he ſeek us in our 
nt his Wanderings, and fetch us home to Himſelf with a 
nour ? ¶ mighty Hand, and reduce us from our Prodigali- 
. It ties, to the Orders of his own Family, and aflume 
e Re- WM vs into that Nearneſs of Relation and Affection, that 
a Fa- henceforth he will call us his Sons and Daughters, 
only and give us leave to call Him our God and our Fa- 
God ther? Will he forget all our former Rebellions, and 

| take M8 paſs by all our Undutifulneſs and Stubbornneſs, 
ice of ¶ and never upbraid us with it? Will he expreſs him- 
> Du- WW ſelf with ſuch Tenderneſs and melting Endear- 
>mply ments, as if we had been always F „ 
— Duti- 
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& deſerves everlaſting Rejection, and that we be treat- 
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Dutiful, and had never at any time tranſgreſſed mn Co 
Commands? What can we aſcribe all this to, bu o ta 
aſtoniſhing and unconceivable Love]! None buWiran: 
an Heavenly Father, who is Love itſelf, and whoſ Ay, ir 


Compaſſions fail not, would and could have acti What | 
thus. I 8 nd 
What remains then, but that we charge ou Chile 
Souls to admire and adore this wonderful Eh | Ti 
manation of his infinite and everlaſting ' Love 1 Your 
What manner of Love is this, that ſuch as we ſbouiPette 
be called the Children of God 3 

Is God our Father? 


4. Let us not be afraid of Dying which i is nof ; 
more to a Believer, than the Returning of the Spiri 
to its God and Father. If God be your Father 
Death, which is his Servant, will certainly be yourſ 15 
Friend. And, tho” at firſt Sight it looks terrible rb 
yet better Acquintance with its Nature, Office, and Ihen 
Errand will abate that Terror; for Chriſt's Domi 
nion over it makes a great Change i in all theſe. A Pr 

a Child boarded out at a Diſtance from home, when Privi 
he ſees one riding Poſtthro” the Streets arm'd with his 
Sword and Piſtols, as if he meant to ride over] chat 
him and tread him down, he cries out terribly; but e.“ | 
when he ſees him near Hand and finds *tis his Fa- Digi 
ther's Servant ſent to fetch him from School to his ſhall 
Father” s Houſe, his Fear is over, and he ſmiles and mucl 
is glad. chan 
So a Chriſtian's apprehending Death under this but i 
Notion, ſhould compoſe and fatisfy him. T'ho' We! 
Death diſſolve natural Relations, thofe that ſubſiſt Þ and 

between Husband and Wife, Parents and Children, in 2 
yet it touches not that ſpiritual Vetaczon which and! 
unites Believers unto God. hidd 
| _ Over that Relation Death has no Power, ie fol- Nupor 

lows the departed Spirit, and 1 1s not labs to the | benſo 

Fate of other Relation. bo Fath 

Of- 


n See LY 
ed Hu Conſequently your Dying is but your going Home 
o, bu o take Poſſeſſion of the purchaſed heavenly Inhe- 
1e bufWirance, or your retiring, like an Actor in a Come- 
whose Ay, into the attiring Room, to put on a better Dreſs, 
adde hat you may appear with the more Advantage. 

nd tho' by your Dying, you may leave many 
ge ou Children without an earthly Father or Mother to 
ul Eake Care of em, yet can't you leave em with 
Love our Heavenly Father, whoſe Care will have 
ſoon' A petter and more certain Effects than yours could 
Have had? Leave thy fatherleſs Children, I will pre- 
Nerve them alive, and let thy Widows truſt in me, Jer. 
xx. I. | «4 
1 is By this Doctrine I might alſo move thoſe Chil- 
Spiri dren who have no Earthly Father, to call God 
"ther their Father; to which they are alſo encouraged 
> your by that Text, Pſ. xxvii: 10. When my Father and my 
rrible {Mother forſake me, when they die and leave me, 


TE 


then the Lord will take me up. 


de, and 


Domi- 


> over that Expreſſion, It doth not yet appear what we ſhall 


er this but in a while we ſhall be higher than our ſelves. 
Tho' We have a Right to the Heavenly Inheritance, 
ſubſiſt and are Heirs in Law-Title, tho' under Age, but 
ildren, in a while we fhall be Poſſeſſors and Inheritors, 
which and reap the Fruit of our Adoption, that is now 
I hidden from us. We are here in Vid, Travellers 
it fol- upon our Way, but &er long we ſhall be Compre- 
ro the benſores, at the end of our Journey, at home in gur 
: Father's Houſe, and in a fixed State of Bleſſed- 
Com-. e 
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neſs; which is above all that we can poſſibly con- 
ceive at preſent. We have here the Right of Chi. em. 
dren, the Jus ad Rem, but the full Fruition is r. em 
ſerved for the Life everlaſting. What might be ad.WWniri 
ded to prove or illuſtrate this Propoſition, ſhall bWErav 
transferr'd to thoſe that follow. I 


Prop. TIT. The Fulneſs and Height of this Dig 
nity that Believers ſhall be advanced to, is not nov 
fully revealed, but is partly hid and concealed fron 
them. It doth not yet appear what we ſhall be. L 

Here it is requiſite that I endeavour to ſtate the 
Caſe, and ſhew you how far the future State a 
Bleſſedneſs is revealed to us, and how far hid fron 
us. | 3 


To begin with the Affirmative. | 
1. The 25 #74, or the Exiſtence, Being, and Rea ain! 
lity of a future glorious State is revealed. The im- cal 
” j 3 . 50 y 
provement of the Light of Nature help'd the wiſe) 
Heathens to ſome wavering Conjectures, and to ſet ¶erita 


255 


* 
7 


ſome probability of ſuch a State. They thought it wa on 
agreeable to the Divine Goodneſs to vs virtuouf nd 
Souls in another Life; whence ſprung their No- Titori. 
tions of the Elyfian Fields; of the Nectar and An- pnly 
brofia of the Gods; tho they did not generally ar n In 
rive at a poſitive Certainty of ſuch a State: Thi up. 

is the Prerogative of Supernatural Revelation, ti fhoſe 
give us a full Aſſurance of it. It is only in the pffer 
Goſpel that Life and Immortality are brought to light prehe 
2 Tim. i. 10. Jeſus Chriſt, who hath aboliſhel Life a 
Death, and been in Heaven, hath given us a ful hat 
and clear Sight of the Being of it, whereof we had Nat 
but a dark Glimpſe before: Yea, tis the very De- Ito le 
ſign of the preaching of the Goſpel to reveal Hea · N Peaſt 
ven to us, and to fit us for Heaven. For this glo- ¶ E mb 
rious State is not only ſimply revealed and made pbed 
manifeſt in the Goſpel, but is revealed as a State ou 
prepared for ſome ſort of Men, and attainable by n 

i Sem. 
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Chi. em. Ir is not notified only to exerciſe our Con- 
is re. Nemplation, or as a Subject of Speculation, and ad- 
be ad. viring Thoughts, but to engage our Study, and to 
all bel raw forth our moſt diligent Endeavours, that we 
| Wnay arrive at the Poſſeſſion of it. A great Part of 
Ihe New Teſtament might be alledg'd to prove 
ig his; which, becauſe tis ſo evident, and ſhines ſo 
ear in Scripture-Light, I ſhall paſs over it. 


con- 


2. The Price that was laid down for the Pur- 
Fhaſe of this State is reveal'd, and doth appear, 
nd that is the precious Blood of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, For as much as ye know that ye were not redeem d 
ith corruptible Things, as Silver and Gold from your 
Pain Converſation received by Tradition from your Pa- 
bers, but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb 
d Rea. ain without blemiſb, 1 Per. i. 18, 19. Hence Heaven 
he im- s calld a Purchaſed Poſſeſſion. Te were ſealed with the 
> wiſet // Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of our In- 
I to ſei Peritance, until the Redemption of the Purchaſed Poſ- 


* 


3 


t it wu (ion, until the Praiſe of his Glory, Ephel. i. 14. 


irtuou nd ' tis the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which is the me- 
ir No-(@itorious Price of this Purchaſe. This Blood not 


d An- ynly ſtopp'd the Proceſs of Juſtice, but purchas'd 
ally ar n Inheritance which Silver and Gold cou'd not 
: Thi buy. This Blood was typified by the Blood of 
jon, rofl hoſe Beaſts which were appointed by God to be 
in the pffer d up for Sacrifices under the Law: And I ap- 
70 light, Prehend this is the Reaſon why it is called the 
oliſhed Life and Soul, and is forbidden to be eaten. Not 
a full that Moſes deſigns to talk Philoſophically of the 
we had Nature and Eſſence of a Beaſt ; but his Deſign is 
ry De- o let the People underſtand that the Blood of a 
Hea - Beaſt, which was ſprinkled upon the Altar, being an 
is glo- mblem of the Lite of Man forfeited through Diſ- 
made obedience; and an Inſtrument of Expiation, they 
State hou' d, our of Reverence to that Myſtery ſignified 
ble by it, abſtain from a rude quaffing and n, 

em. | 0 


of it. Moreover, the Blood being God's Part, 
cord not, without Sacriledge, be eaten by Man. 
3. The Way to this glorious State, and the 
Means, on our Part, of obtaining it, or the Qua- 
lifications of the Perſons that ſhall enjoy it, are 
clearly revealed, and do appear. Now, the Way 
is, Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, all Holineſs of Heart and 
Life. For God fo loved the World, that he gave hu 
only begotten Sou, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have Everlaſting Life, John iii. 16. 
As to Holineſs of Heart, ſee Perſe 3. Perily, verih, if 
J fay unto you, except a Man be born again he canno|W- 
ſee the Kingdom of God. As to Holmeſs of Life, 
ſee Heb. xii. 14. Fubu Peace with all Men and Hi. 
lineſs, without which no Man ſhall fee the Lord. While 
we poſſeſs an evil Heart of Unbelief, and are un- 
der the Dominion of Sin, ſo long we are utterly 
diſqualified for, and out of the Way to this State. 
of Bleſſedneſss. i 1 
For, till we are born again, and made new 
Creatures, till God fulfill in us the good Pleaſure 
of his Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith with. 
Power, we are not the adopted Children of God; . 
and before we are Children, we are not Heirs, nor 
can have any Right to the Inheritance; and til 
we be made Heirs, and have Right, we can't look 
for Poſſeſſion: For, Poſſeſſion follows Right, and 
our Right is founded upon our Faith and new} 
Birth. : | 7 
So that, in ſhort, he who means to enter into 
the New YJeruſalem, mult go to it in the Kings 
Highway of an Evangelical Faith and new Obe- 
dience. 5 k: 
Nothing will more certainly deprive us of Hea- 
ven than final Unbelief: We muſt have a Viſion] 
of Faith here, if we mean to have a Viſion of 
Glory hereafter. 
n We 


of Hea- 


, Viſion] 


ifion of 


We 


leaven, Faith, Holineſs and Hap 
ath infeperably connected as the | 
Ind, both in his eternal irrevocable Decree, and in 


» > + © 


. pe in 
pineſs, God 
Sans and the 


$. everlaſting unchangeable Covenant of Grace; 
hich is the Charter of the Chriſtian's Privileges: 


od what God hath coupled and conjoyned toge- 
Per, no Man, nor Angel, can part, or put aſun- 
Fr. As no true Believer, or holy Perſon that 


entirely devoted to God, that prefers him to all, 


d loves him above all, ſhall be ſhur our of the 


ingdom of Heaven ; ſo not one Perſon ſhall be 


1% Imitted into that Kingdom, who is not endowed 


re un. 
Dems Wis Bleſſedneſs, his Power that effected, and pre- 
* rd it, and his everlaſting Love ſet his Wiſdom 
eaſureÞ 
with 
rs not Pe, in providing fo glorious a Manſion for us, 
nd till 
yt look . . | 
_ delightful Entertainment there, muſt be re- 
105 0 


id new 


ith theſe Qualifications. FAY 85 
4. The efficient Cauſe and Object of this future 
leſſedneſs appears, and that is God, God in 
hriſt. It was the Wiſdom of God that contriv'd 


d Power on Work in it, and not a previous Sight 
his Creatures Merit. God firſt loved us, and 
refore, from Eternity deſign'd to diſplay that 


well as in preparing us for the inhabiting it. 
So that the whole Contrivance of Heaven, and 


ved into the unconceivable Love of God, as the 
cient Cauſe of it. What is Heaven, but a Re- 


. Wt of the infinite Love of God! Rom. vi. 23. 
er into 


King's We Gift of God is Eternal Life. Though it be 


Obe 


ewhere call'd a Reward, with Reſpect to the 


Irder in which *twill be beſtow'd; yet this doth 


t at all hinder it from being, in other Reſpects, 


(Gift : For ſo ſuperlative is its Worth, that the 


dye of God doth as much ſhine forth in the be- 
dwing Heaven upon obedient Believers, as if they 
d done nothing for it, in Regard all they * 

3 * y 


Tl 16 IT 6 
the Aſſiſtance of his Grace Alam was created 
out we? Paradiſe, and afterwards put into it; to 
ſhew, that his Admiſſion there, even in his Inno- 
cency, was of Grace; much more is it of Grace, 
upon our Recovery from the Fal. 
Moreover, as God is the efficient Cauſe and Au- 
thor, ſo he is the Object and ultimate End of our if 
future Bleſſedneſs: For, what is Heaven, but the 
Enjoyment of God? Whar doth God take his People 
ro Heaven for, but to make them happy with the! 
everlaſting Fruition of his glorify ing Preſence Y '5 
Why doth God ſanctify and enlarge the Faculties 
ot his People, but to make them more fit to be 
exerciſed upon his Glory; and capable of taking 
in more of himſelf. God would have us ſeel 
ourſelves in him, and our Felicity in his Glory; 
for ſuch is his Royal. Favour. and Munificence 
that he is pleaſed to beſtow himſelf upon his Peo-|i 
ple in all his Attributes, as their everlaſting Portin Xx 
and exceeding great Reward. D 4 
After what Manner God will communicate 0 
himſelf to his Saints in the future State, is not ſ 
clear; we do not know it now: But this i 
clear, and this we know, that their Happineſſ 
will conſiſt in great and raviſhing Communicate, af 
ons from God. God himſelf is the Sn who eceive 
the Light of Heaven, and irradiates the Minds itent 
his plorified Saints with the bright Beams of hi P aradi, 
Favour : He is the Centre, in whom they hau ronou 
perfect and undiſturbed Reſt : He is the Detendlihey w 
that keeps them all fate, and the Portion and In 


bf the 


heritance that they live Ups and are maintain et thi 
ed by. sa ce 
Tbe Time of our Entrance upon this glofheir T 
rious Stare is indefinitely reveal'd, and that, witirance 
Reſpe& to the Souls of Believers, is at Death And 


ls | fec 
cond 


| 


and "with Reed to their full Poſſeſſion, both it 
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ated Mul and Body, at the ſecond Appearance of our | 
; to Word Jeſus Chriſt. n | 
nno- As ſoon as the Souls of Believers quit theſe 


Touſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, 
d are diſlodged from theſe carthly tottering Ta- 


race, 


Au- ernacles, they are immediately tranſported, by a 
f. our onvoy of holy Angels, into the Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
t the Ed the Joys of Heaven, without halting in any 
eople Middle Place. If it were not ſo, why did Stephen 


h the ray at the Article of Death, Lord Jeſus receive 
>ncc ! h Spirit? Acts vii. 59. And why did the Apoſtle 
ultics a deſire to be diflolved, that he might be with 
to be Thriſt, which he believed would be far better than 
akin is preſent State? Phil. i. 23. If his Soul was to 
ſeeleep till the Reſurrection, or be detain'd in Pur- 
lory atory, he would have been more defirous to 


cence, Wave ſtay' d on Earth, where, in ſome Meaſure, 
s Peo-· e enjoyed God; for, upon this Suppcolition, he 


Portiu Would have been a Loſer, and in a worſe State 
an he was in here: For, what Communiori 
nicat{Would his Soul have with God, when it was lock'd 
not p in Sleep, or frying in the Fire of Purgatory ? 
this gain, It the Souls of prepar'd Believers do not 
ppineiW@Hnmediately, after they are looſened from the Bo- 
micat y, aſcend to Heaven, our bleſſed Saviour was 


who i eceived, or a Deceiver, when he aſſures the pe- 
[inds M itent Thief, This Day ſhalt thou be with me in 
of WW aradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. Nor would St. 7% 
2y hau ronounce thoſe blefled that dye in the Lord, if 
DetendWcy were not bleſſed. So that though the Time 
and It the Departure of Believers be not revealed, 


aintaiuet this is revealed, and we may build upon it 
$ a certain Scriptural Truth, that the Time of 
heir Departure hence, is the Time of the En- 
it, willrance of their Souls into the Heavenly Reſt. | 
Death And no leſs certain it is, that Chriſt will make 
both iis ſecond Appearance; and at the Time of his 

Solcond Appearance, when he ſhall deſcend from 


his gl0 


— 9 «of; ates RTP RR "_ . 
l 8 * * d , nn. N * ** — ** — 
p KOO * mY "rt 2 hg N 4 en $354 "ee 1 * A 2 * 8 4 N er eln y 
1 e EEC « * er e n 
; Is A Fa : 
i : 
] 4 I 8 | | | 4 
F 
” 


Heaven in his own Perſon, with a Shout, with 
the Voice of the Archangel, and with the Trum 
of God; then the Dead in Chriſt ſhall rife firſt 
the Bodies of Believers ſhall awake out of the 
Sleep of Death, be changed, and reitored again 
to, and re- united to their Souls; and both their 


Souls and Bodies ſhall be made Partakers of the 


heavenly Bleſſedneſs, and be inſtated in a full 
Poſſeſſion of it. At the Point of Death their Sin 
and Miſery end, and their heavenly Happineſs 
doth commence; but at the Day of God, when 


Chriſt ſhall come to be magnified in his Saints, 


and admir'd in them that do believe, then 


ſhall the Priſon of the Grave be unlock'd, and the 7 
Priſoners brought forth, and quickened, and have 


a new Glory and Luſtre put upon them, that ſhall 


make them ſhine as the Stars in the Firmament: 


"© 5 1 


nate 
Being 
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And then is the Time when the Bleſſedneſs of 3 
Believers ſhall be conſummated. HW/hen Chriſt, 


who 1s our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear 


with him in Glory, Col. 111. 4. Chrilt, the King 
of Saints, will have his Train, at this great So- 
lemnitv, fill'd up with glorious Souls acting in 


glority'd and radiant Bodies. At his firſt Coming, 


becauſe he came to ſuffer, and dye, he came in 
Obſcurity, without Noiſe and Stir, in the Form 
of a Servant, as moſt ſuitable to his Deſign : But 
at his ſecond Coming, when he ſhall come to judge 
the World, and to reward his faithful Servants, for 
whom he dyed, he will put on his Robes, appear 
in Pomp and State, with ſuch a glorious Equipage, 
and ſuch 2 numerous Retinue, as never was ſeen 
before; he will come with Power and great Glory, 
like a magnificent Prince, or a Judge coming to 
keep an Aſſize, to the Terror of his Enemies, and 

the Joy of his Friends. 
6. The Perfection of this glorious State doth 
likewiſe appear, becauſe it is our End, our ulti- 
mate 
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with Nate 80 Now the lrimate kad ot Kr e 


ump eing., muſt be ſomething commenſurate to its 
art, Capacities ; otherwiſe it can't be happy, and ar 
the eſt in the Enjoyment of it. 

gain If all our Faculties be not gratified with ſuitable 
their Objects, if bur one rational Deſire remain unſatis- 
{ the pied, this will ſpoil our Felicity, and infer ſome 
full NDegree of Miſery. Therefore that which doth 


r Sin {Wnake a Child of God happy, muſt be CE 
neſs Proportionable to the Powers of his Soul, that will 
when anſwer all his Deſires, fill up all his Wants, and 
aints, ive full Satisfaction to all his reaſonable Appe- 
then ites; that hath nothing ungrateful in it, no 
d the Mixture of Corruption or Bitterneſs; and conſe- 
have quently, it muſt be ſome perfect Good. It is im- 
ſhall] Wo to form a right Notion of Man's true 
nent: $lappineſs, but we muſt include Perfection in it. 
ſs of As the Materials of the Holy of Holies were the 
hr 0 Wame with thoſe in the Sanctuary; in like Manner, 
pear Ihe Excellencies of the Saints in Glory are the 
King {Wull-blown Flowers of the Buds of Grace, and 
t So- {Heaven doth not change a Saint, quad ſpeciem, in 


=, S 


ig in NReſpect to his Condition, or moral Diſpoſitions,” 
ning, put quoad gradum, only advance him to a State of 
ne in 


Preater Perfection in the ſame. Kind, which 


Form ſhall never end. Chriſt gave various Officers for 

But he perfecting of the Saints till we all come in the 
wy Unit) of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of 
s, for Nod, unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Sta- 


ppear N Sure of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 12, 15. And 


e n Chap. v. 25, 26, 27. we read, that Chriſt loved 
s ſeen Þ 2 Church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might 
zlory, {Manttify and cleanſe it with the waſhing with Water 
1g to {Wy the Word, that he might preſent it to himfelf a 


, and ¶glorious Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle, or any 

Wuch Thing, but that it ſhould be holy, and without Ble- 
doth I. By Spot, we may underſtand the Deformity 
ulti- Nef our Works and Actions: By Wrinkle, any Du- 
mate | B 2 plicity, 
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plicity, or : Taſkdceriry i in the 5 or Intention: 


Or; by Spet, greater Sins that defile the Conſci- Nc 
;ence,:and ſtain the Reputation; and by J//rinll, ever 
leſſer Sins, thoſe of Infirmity, which are ſor Ine el 
Blemiſh to our ſpiritual Beauty. Now, this Mes- uppo 

ſure of Perfection, Beauty and Purity of the ity. 
Church is not to be found on Earth, therefore He di 
there is a future State, wherein they ſhall be thu eme 
perfected with a ſin-leſs and unſpotted Beauty, njoy 
and in this Form preſented to her Bridegroom i ital « 
the Lord Jeſus. No Stain, Contagion, or Scars ſpon. 
Jhall remain in Heaven, no Symptom cf the Od preſer 
Man, nor any Thing that may render Believing Dur B 
Souls uncomely in the Sight of Chriſt, and of Go vin ! 
the Father. Eren i 

7. The Everlaſtingneſs and perpetuity of thößhect; 
glorious State doth appear, and is manifeſt : As : Huſt 1 
one ſaith, Was there a Poſſibility, or at least hey, 
n Suſpicion of loſing this happy State, it would ipote 
„ caſt an Aſperſion of Bitterneſs upon all theirWhucat 
Delights, they wod'd not enjoy one Moment ines 
KRepoſe, but the more excellent their Happineſ e wh 
ee the more ſtinging would their Fear be of part: er w 
ing with it.” But in God's Preſence there is Fu. 1 
neſs of Joy, at his Right-Hand there are Pleaſures fu v. 1). 
evermore, Pſal. xvi. 11- The Saints Happineſs inet! x 
Heaven muſt be eternal, becauſe the Springs and ver | 
. | * Cauſes of it are eternal; and as the Cauſe is, ſuch bverla 
| is the Effect. Now chere are two Cauſes of the MR evo] 
Saints Happineſs, viz. perfect 
Ihe gloritying, Preſence of God, Pear t 
His Right- Hand. . God 1« 
By the glorifying Preſence of God, we are toleaſu 
underſtand wo: Things as comprized in it. p Wit 
(I.) The Maniteſtation of his glorious Per- pf He: 
feccions. pips Back-c 
55 40 The Exhibiion or r Aﬀurance of his Favour bu Ok 
Now. o dis/ 


orpo} 


4 « | 
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nſci- Now, cheſe d two Cauſes are tert; God will = 
ine ever withdraw his Preſence for one. Moment from 1 
ſome the glorify'd Spirits; and his Rig bi- Handi is able to 1 


tion: 


Mea. 
the 
efore, 
> thus 


upport his Saints in this bleſſed State to all Eter- 
icy. Tis impoſſible our Happineſs ſhou'd either 
Te dimiviſh'd or loſt, either by the Weakning or 
Removal of theſe Caüles that continue us in the 
aut), Enjoyment of it: God never will deſert them, the 
room ital Splendor of his bleſſed Face ſhines continually 
Sen pon chem in tlie ſame Degree; the Soul ſatisſying 
Ou reſence of God will be the continual Object of 
1evingWur Beatitude; and the Right- Hand of his Power 
f Gain ſupport our receptive Faculties in Exerciſe, 
1 ven in their molt exalted Operations on this Ob- 

of thifWc& ; and while theſe Se our Happineſs, 
: AM uſt needs continue too. Oh! how blcfled are 
: leaſt; they, who are ſure to be happy till God's Om- 
wouldpipotency be turn'd into Impotency; or his im- 


. their Wnucable Love change into Hatred. This Truth 
ment i nines with an evident Light in Holy Writ, Then 
pineſ be who are alive and remain, ſhall be caught up toge- 
part: her with them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the 


ts Ful dir ; and fo ſhall we be ever with the Lord, 1 Theſ. 


ares fi 1. 1). Like as the Torments of the Damn'd in 
neſs Helm admit of no Spark of Ho pe, that it ſhall be 
gs and ver better with them, by which to refreſh their 


s, ſuciWrerlaſting Night of Sorrows; no, not atter the 
of the evolution of Millions cf Years: So the Joys of the 1 
derfected Spirits in Heaven admit of ro Degree f 
Fear that ever it ſhall be worſe with them, whilſt 
God is God, to abate or damp the Fulneſs of their 
are to leaſurcs. The Gate of Heaven is lecl'd and ſeal'd 
p with the eternal irreverſible Decree of the King 
is Per pf Heaven, ſo that there's no going out of it, no 
vxck-door of Apoſtaſy there. Once a Free Deni- 
un of the New Feruſa'em, and ever ſo; there's 
0 difranchizing of the Burgeſſes of the Heavenly 
orpora ion. Tis true the Angels once fell from 
Heaven, 
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Heaven ; they 8 Inhabitants of it, but kept 
not their firſt Habitation; but the glorify'd Sainß ( 
are confirm'd in their pleſſed State, by the ever- or / 
laſting Covenant of Grace, and the Perpetuity d L 
| Chriſt's Prieſthood, who is a Prieſt for ever ac Glo 
cording to the Order of Melchiſed*> ; ſo that 20 
ſooner ſhall the fixed Stars deſert their Station Prep. 
than one Saint in Heaven fall from his bleſſed Con is ſc 
dition. They can't be thruſt out of Heaven Hit p 
gainſt their Will, by any hoſtile Violence, for 50 4 ther 
Enemy can approach near the Walls of this City: BE 
The Devil and his Regiment are chain'd up ar aff 
vaſt Diſtance i in the infernal Vaults of Kell. al : Y whic 
we can't ſuppoſe the Saints ſhou'd be willing, ol temp 
their own Accord, to quit their Happineſs, be Not 
cauſe both their Judgments ſhall be rectiiy'd u here 
know and diſcern their own, Felicity, and theilh : Lab 
Wills and Affections fully contented and ſatis 5 in 1 
with it: And nothing can poſſibly be ſuppo« ai muc 
that ſhould work in them any Diſlike of the £3 l 
happy Condition; and this Everlaſtingneſs ang 
Perpetuity is the Crown of their Crown, the Toll 7 ay 
of their Celeſtial Joy, and one of the moſt dell on 
cious Fiowers in the Heavenly Paradiſe. As th 
Eternity of Hell's Torments is the Sting and Y char 
moſt dreadful Accent that renders them utter ur 
unſupportable ; ſo the Eternity of heavenly Joy Pe 
is what makes Heaven to be itſelf. 10 
Now I proceed, vt / 
2. To ſhew you, how far this future State d God 
Bleſſedneſs remaining for Believers is hid from appr 
us; or in what Reſpects it doth not yet appeal of J 
What we ſhall be be: And 'tis hid from us in! oury 
double Reſpect. Hea 
15 and 
(1.) As to the Mode or Way of Mavifeſtation va | 


or Appearance. t 
0 2.) As to the Mode or Manner of Fruition. 


(1.) A 
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Saint (I.) As to the Mode or Way of Manifeſtation 
ever- or Appearance. N 1 

aity of [x.] It doth not appear to our Senſes ; the 
er ac. Glory of Heaven lyes out of their Reach, Eye hath 
o that abt ſeen, nor Ear heard the Things which God hath 
ation prepared for them that love him, 1 Cor. ii. 9. It 
| ConMW is ſo tar remote from the Diſcoveries of Senſe, that 


it paſſeth all Men's Underſtandings, in this State ; 


Th k 2 therefore, the Enjoy ments of Heaven are ſet forth 
; City: by Things not (cen, 2 Cor. iv. 18. Mile we look 
p at vt at the Things which are ſeen, but at the Things 

And which are not ſeen ; for the Things which are ſeen are 
ing, d WT temporal, but the Things which are not ſeen are eternal: 
C;, be. Not but that rhe Celeſtial Glory ſhall be viſible 
yd u bereatter to glority'd Eyes; but 1s, at preſent, in- 
{ thei viſible to a natural Eye. The Eye is too weak, 
atisf)“ in its preſent State, to look ſteddily upon the Sun, 
1ppor 5 much more is it roo weak to look upon the Sun 
| theil of Righteouſneſs, whoſe Glory is Ten Thouſand 
is an Times more radiant than the Sun in its Noon- 
ie Ta day Brightneſs : The Happineſs we expect is be- 
& del vond the utmoſt Bounds of the Sphere of Senſe ; 
As th ſuch is the darling Splendor of the heavenly State, 
g ani that a Sight of it would overwhelm and deſtroy 
utter] our natural Organs, unleſs ſtrengthen q with ſu- 
ly Joy pernatural Vigour, as doubtleſs Stephen's was. 


God ſaid to Moſes, Exod. xxxiii. 20. Thou canſt 
not ſee my Face, for there ſhall no Man ſee me and live. 


State of God's Glory is roo much for Man's Infirmity to 
d front apprehend, it wou'd aftoniſh him into the Shadow 
appea Jof Death, ſo as to make him a dead Man. The 


outward Court of God's Palace, or the ſtarry 
Heaven is, in ſome Degree, expos'd to our View, 
and doth appear to invite us to enquire further; 
but the Heaven of Heavens, which is the Seat 
ot the Bleſſed, and the Palace of the King of 

B 4 Saints, 


us in 


eſtatiol 


tion. 


(1.) A 


" Faq) © 
Saints, is out of Sight; God hath cover'd it 
from an ocular Inſpection, becauſe he wou'd hays 
us walk by Faith, not by Sight, 2 Cor. v. 7. 
[2,] It doth not appear to Reaſon by natural 
Revelation, or logical Inferences, The natural Maſi 


receiveth not the Things ef the Spirit of God, for the * 
are Pooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know them, be 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. Thef 1 
natural Man may mean him that hath no other 
Light but the natural Reaſon of his Soul. The 
Eye of Reaſon, unaſfifted with ſupernatural Re- 
velation is too dim and ſhort-ſighted to pierce 
into the future Bleſſedneſs of the Saints. Other 2 
'wiſe, if this State lay within the Graſp of natu- 
ral Reaſon, why did not the learned Heathens,| 
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1 Or T 


arth 
Reaſo 
Tne 81 
on, t[ 
heſe 
Peopl! 
3. 
Tages 
las t: 
es by 
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who made a very great Improvement of Reaſon & 


give us a Diſcovery of it? But alas! they were 
in the dark about it, ſome obſcure Notions and 
hovering Conjectures ſome of them had of the 
Immortality or the Soul, and a Reward after this 


Life, for the Virtuous who had liv'd well here; 


buc few of them reach'd any farther. Saith Dr. 
Outrum, „ This I will affirm, that whatſoever 
was done well by the Heathens, it was done by 
« Virtue of ſome Part cf the Truth which 5 
“ Chriſt did fully reveal; they had ſome broken 
Beams of Truth thro' a Cloud, but he un- 
© cover d the Sun itſelf : They had ſtrong and 
vehement Conjectures of many Things. which 
„ he made certain and infallible.” The Light Wh 
of Nature in tiiecſe Matters is an uncertain 


cc 


ce 


cc 


Light, it doth nor give us a clear and true Pro- 
ſpect of the Entertainment that pious Souls ſhall 
have on the other Side the Grave. Man could 
never have climb'd up ſo high upon the Ladder of 
meer Reaſon, as to peep within the Veil, and ſec 
what God is unto, and doth for the Inhabitants 
of the New Jeruſalem. Nor can the Eye of Rees 

| on 


"T7 


ſeems moſt fully to reach the Apoſtle's Meanin 


As to the Mode or Manner of Fruition. 
1. Whe- 


55 


when he ſays, It doth not yet appear what we ſhall be. Nhe gl 
Goſpel-Miniſtrations give us a far clearer PrliMhrill 
ſpect = Heaven, than the Law gave thoſe Meer t 
oof it, and have a greater Efficacy i in changii ion © 
the Minds of them that ſit under em, being er all 
ceeded by the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. BA 7 moſt 
we ſhall not be perfectly chang'd into the Likeneſf W (pec! 
of Chriſt, till we ſee him as he is: Hiato 
There is more or leſs of the future Glory Ain! 
pearing at preſent to Believers, in proportion I preſſi 
the Strength and Livelineſs of their Faith; but ns v 
ſtrongeſt and moſt lively Faith is unable to mall WT hin 
Diſcoveries of the Future State of Believers equi nd 
to what immediate Intuition will do. The be Hnviſ 
Means of Conveyance that God affords his Chi iole 
dren on Earth is a Narrative or Report of Thing Wpreh 
_unſeen; the proper and full Appearance of "clit H 
they muſt wait for, in Hope, till the Coming of thilMſearc/ 
Lord; and the Expectation thereof ſhou'd moi Pe 
them to pray, Even ſo come, Lord Jeſus. Wable 
[4-] It doth not appear by the Reports of tief Wricul 
| Saints that have been in Heaven, and are riſe chan 
from the Dead. is true, fome aroſe from th Eart 
Dead to attend our Lord Jeſus at his Reſurrectio , {2 
who aroſe as the firſt Fruits of them that ſleep ner 
bur are their Reports of the Future State left up one 
on Record for our Information? God cou'd daiyfMcom 
diſpatch Meflengers from Heaven to make Repo ſom 
to us of the Bliſs and Pleaſures of that Place, wh poſe 
might tell us what a good and pleaſant Countryl of tl 
it is, and how well they live who are InhabirantsIM ther 
of that Region, like ſo many Kings and Princes. kno 
But we ſee he doth not, having given us a more Dif 
ſure Word of Prophecy. E Th 
Inv 
(z.) The Future State of Blefſedneſs is hid 
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0 1. Whether all the Communications of God to 


Canin | 

all be. he glorified Saints will not be made through Jeſus 
er P hrilt, as the Mediator of Fruition; Or, Whe- 
de ui ver the Beatifick Viſion be not only a Repreſenta- 
gang ion of God's Attributes to us in ſome Individuals 
vg (uf all che various Species of his Works in their ut- 


oſt Perfection and Beauty, as in a Glaſs ; and 
specially in the glorified Humanity of our Me- 
Wiacor Jeſus Chriſt. How far the divine Eſſence 
ill be knowable by us, and what kind of Im- 
Preſſions the Manifeſtation of the divine Perfecti- 
but tins will make upon our glorified Faculties: Theſe 


o mal Things do not appear to us. But this doth appear, 
'S equſhend is reveal'd, that the Godhead is altogether 
he beſnviſible to corporeal Senſe ; and he is ſo far Invi- 


is Chi iole both to Angels and Men, as not to be com- 
Egprebended by any or all of em, ſo as that the whole 
ot enhof Himſelf ſhould be known to them. Canſt thou by 


barching find out God? Canſt thou find out the Almighty 


1 mot Ito Perfection? Job xi. 7, 8, 9. How little are we 


able to comprehend the Perfections of God, par- 
of th ticularly his Wiſdom, which is infinitely higher 
> riſer than Heaven, deeper than Hell, longer than the 


om the Earth, and broader than the Sea? 


ect {2.] It doth not appear how, or after what man- 
ſleep W ner ſeparate Souls converſe and hold Communion 
ft up one with another, by what Medium or Species they 
1 daily communicate Conceptions. Whether they have 
\ epor Wl ſome pure Ethereal Vehicles, organiz'd for that Pur- 


„ Who poſe, and ſuitable to their State, to ſupply the want 
2untr/ BE of the Body, till it be rais'd again, and re- united to 
tanto them at the Reſurrection. And how far they ſhall 
inces. know one another, and whether there ſhall be any 
more Diſtin&ion of Sexes after the Reſurrection : Theſe 
Things do not appear to us, but are far above our 
_ I Inveſtigation. We muſt confeſs ourſelves ignorant 
5 hid. of them. | 


Whe- [3 y As 
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| a6 P. As to the Dimenſi ons and Degrees of thi Let 
Blefſedneſs, it doth not yet appear how Gloriou . doth 
and Bleſſed we ſhall be. And I rake this to be t, ö 
principal Import of the Words, It doth not yer appea 194 
what we ſhall be; that is, how full of Joy, how Glo- he W. 
rious, and how Happy. Now we are the Sous of God eri. 
but the Fruit of our Adoption is yet hidden ; for rob. 
our Happineſs is in Heaven, a Place inviſible to Mart 2 
our Senſes, where Chriſt our Head is in the GloryMifſhou'c 
of God his Father; but we ſhall be as happy as ny 1310's 
Heaven can make us: Not infinitely Bleſſed ast mi 
God is, but we ſha!l' have a Bleſſedneſs ſuitable to od 
our State and Capacity, and unconceivably above hey 
all the Happineſs we are capable of in this lower f rh. 
World, the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, he f the 
that attains but to the loweſt Degree of Glory ore 
there, is far happier than the richeſt and moſt mag- om: 
nificent Prince on Earth; and wou'd not for a Hd! 
Thouſand Worlds ex change Conditions with him. Mor t 
So glorious and happy ſhall the Children of God Herti 
be, when they come to their Eſtate in Heaven, Mare 
that no Similitude taken from humane Things, can recs 
ſufficiently ſet ir forth ; no Tongue of Men or An- prur 
gels adequately expreſs it. We hear much of it gl vill, 
at preſent, and taſte and feel more; but when we ill 
come to enjoy the Bleſſedneſs of his State, we in hi 
mall ſay as the Queen of Sheba did of King Solo- Dim 
mon's Magnificence, that one Half was not cold us. Hour 
O what a vaſt Diſparity is there between the 2 
Saints preſent Conceprions and Foretaſts, and their Marv! 
Future Enjoyments! One may as eaſily tell what hi 
Complection a Man is of, and deſcribe the Quali- te 
ties of his Mind by a Sight of his Footſtep, as we o 
can tell what the Glory ot Heaven is by thoſe dark Hand 
Footſteps and faint Refembiances of it which we in ſi 
ſee here, at this great Diſtance. don 
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F this fon ſome bene Reaſons why 
oriou doth: not more fully bank what we ſhall be. | 
be the | 
appear . The Allwiſe God; whois the Goveenti of 
Glo- e Worid, ſees ir fit there ſhou'd be ſome. Arcana 
F God, Imperii e Things not to be divulg'd, 
, for . xxv. "Tis not the Way of Princes to im- 


le to art all choir Counſels to their Subjects. If God 
Glory you'd have communicated and diſcover'd ſome 


py as ye (ings, that he hath lock'd up in his own Breaſt, 

ed as 4 t might have interfer'd with fome Deſigns that 

ble to God will carry on by his People in this World. 
3 


hey v ou'd not have minded the Inferior Concerns 
of this World ſo much as God wou 'd have them, 
f the other World ſhou'd have been laid open be- 


above 
lower 


„ he 


Glory ore em. Beſides, Precious Things are not made 
mag- ommon ; Gold is hid in the Bowels of the Earth, 
for a Hund Pearls in the Sea, out of Sight; and why may 
him. Nor the Wiſdom of God direct him to hold a Pro- 
God portion in his Works of Glory to his Works of Na- 
aven, ure? He brings both Sorts to Perfection by De- 
„ can Hrees. As when we look upon a young Oak lately 
An- Wprung up, we can't tell to what Dimenſions it 
of it Hill, in Time, grow, how high and how thick it 


ill be; ſo if we look upon the Graces of a Saint 
in his Minority, we can't tell into what glorious 
Dimenſions, or to what an high Stature rage will 
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d us. Mdouriſh in Eternity. 
the 2 God knows we are not capable of bearing a 
their full Diſcovery of the Glory of the Future State, 


whilſt we are ſo imperfect and weak. Our Eye 
is too feeble for ſo ſtrong a Light, our Faculties 
too narrow and large for ſuch large, comprehenſive, 
and ſublime Objects; and much Wiſdom is ſeen 
in ſuiting Objects to our Faculties. As the Wiſ- 
dom of a Father will direct him not to ſend his 
Jon to the Univerſity, before he is able to take in 
Let the 
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the Diſcoveries to be made there: So the Wiſdom 


forld 


of God will not open to us the glorious Viſions of Maith 
Heaven, till he hath train'd us up in his Schodibſta 
of Grace for the Participation of them. For, ac, is 
cording to the School Maxim, whatever is received, r Fu 
is receiv'd according to the Capacity of the Re. trance 
ceiver. An outward Revelation of Heaven, with-W 4. * 
out an inward receiving Capacity, ſuited to appre. Nuno 
hend it, wou'd make little Impreſſion on us. Hart o 
ye pour never ſo much Water upon a Bottle, it ca ur D 
but be filled, and all the reſt runs over and is ſpilt Mis Ch 
becauſe the Bottle is not capacious enough to re-. Mey a 
ceive it. So if God ſhou'd pour upon us the bright Noper 
Rays of the Future Glory, we cou'd not contain ¶piriti 
them, nor bear up under em; we are not Veſlel;|Bim(c 
capacious enough to receive them. ough 
3. God will have us walk by Faith, and believe Raith, 
in Him whom we have not ſeen; and ſuch ar:{Whinat: 
pronounced Bleſſed, John xx. 29. Bleſſed are the Winmc 
that have not ſeen, and yet have believed. God hatiMbr De 
drawn a Curtain over the Future State, and con- Nome 
ceal'd it from the Eye of Senſe to make an open Non of 
Diſcrimination between Believers and Unbelievers, Weave: 
For if Heaven were viſible to us, and the Mouth Hyd ar 
of the Bottomleſs-Pit open and in ſight, *rwou'd e the 
be hard to diſcern the Difference ; for this wou'd {ove i 

be an outward Reſtraint upon wicked Men, who 
were not inwardly chang'd, and cauſe em to put I 
on the Appearance of good Men. Now God wou'd WW Tha 
have his People not only live by Faith, bur ſo to We Fu 
expreſs this Faith that it may be conſpicuous, and {rtain 
viſibly diſtinguiſh them from all Unbelievers and g In 
wicked Men. Wicked Men live by Senſe like pervat 
Brutes, and judge of Things by Sight and Feeling; eſent 
but God will have his Children truſt him for a Fu- {We Ch 
ture Happineſs, which they never ſaw, and re- re fo 
nounce their Earthly Hopes and Poſſeſſions to be ¶ have 
He will have em live above this Nave at 


Partakers of it; 
= World, 


» 6 auf ant b 


01 3881: 
Forld, and correct the Errors of Senſe by ſuch a 
Rich as is the Evidence of Things not ſeen, the 
bſtance of Things hoped for. Now Hope that is 
„, is not Hupe, Rom. viii. 24. God will be truſted 

r Future Rewards, and therefore keeps our Inhe- 
tance out of fight. N 1 


dom 
ns of 
chodlſ 
„ ac-if 
ive 


. 5 
, 6 oy 
: 


with. 4. To keep us breathing and longing after a full ; 
ppre· ¶ nowledge and View of it. God keeps the belt 

3. Hart of our Portion to the laſt to provoke and whet 

t ca ur Deſires after it; He wou'd have the Souls of 

ſpilt, Wis Children to hold on in a progreſſive Motion till 

o re. Ney arrive at a compleat Refi in Himſelf, their 

right oper Center. He allows us a Competency of 

ntain {ſpiritual Gifts, and gives us ſuch Diſcoveries of 
eſſel]imſclt as are ſuitable to our preſent State; E- 


Pugh to eſtabliſh our Hopes and confirm our 
aich, but not enough to ſatisfy our Souls, or ter- 
Pinate and fill up our Deſires. The preſent At- 
e the ¶ inments and Enjoyments of Believers leave Room 
hath r Deſires of higher Ones, that they may look 
con-: Nomeward, and be breathing after a Conſumma- 


open on of what is begun here. It is the Will of our 
evers, 


Wcavenly Father that Heaven ſhou'd be firſt de- 
fouth d and ſought, before it be poſſeſs'd, that it may 
wou'd e the more valu'd when 'tis poſſeſsd, and his 1 
wou'd {ove in giving it eternally had in Admiration. 4 
who | | 
o put 


wou'd 
ſo to 
„ and 
rs and 
> like 
eling; 


elieve 
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I ſhall finiſh wich this Caution, 

That the Non- appearance of ſome Things about 
be Future State of Glory 1s no Prejudice to the 
Ertain Exiſtence thereof. It is no leſs real, for be- 
pg Inv iſible, therefore its Inviſibleneſs ſhou'd not 
pervate our Minds in ſeeking after it. Becauſe ar 
reſent it doth not appear how glorious and happy 
a Fu- We Children of God ſhall be, it doth not there» 
id re- re follow that they ſhall never be any Happier, 
to be r have any more Glory put upon them, than they 
e this {Wire at preſent. If we are reſolv'd to believe no- 
World, thing 
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"13573 
thing but what we can ſee (Pardon the Expreſſion ll FF] 
we ſhall not believe that we have any Faces, which er fell 
we never ſaw but by Reflection at Second-hand; ir: 
we ſhall not believe there is a God, Angel or Spi- Wom 1 
rit, or that we have Souls; for did we ever ſee ary 8. -:i6 
of theſe ? So that ſuch a Principle wou'd quickly =... 

run us into Sadduciſm and Atheiſm, and at laſt 1 


to Hell. 


D I mprovement 0 


1. Hence ſee that the Doctrine of Perfection in 
this Life is a falſe Doctrine. For it doth not = 
appear what we ſhall be, therefore we are not inf 
our higheſt State either of Holineſs or Happinel es 
The beſt Saints are but imperfectly ſanctity'd; , Ibrim 
there is but an incomplete Reſtoration of Gods wait 
Image in their Souls. Where is the Man who dare L "iy 
ſay he hath made his Heart clean, or that there is 
no Sin there; or that perfect Love to God reigns : 
there ? E 

Object. We read Col. ii. 10. And ye are 5 
in him, who 16 the Head of all Principality and 
Power. 3 
I Anſer; They were ſo compleat in Chriſt, as to | 
need no Traditions of Men, to perfect his Doctrine; 5 
Saving Knowledge and Virtue were attainable by 
the Goſpel without either the Heathen Philoſophy, 
or Jeuiſo Rudiments. This is plainly the Ne $ 
Meaning, as will appear to any careful Reader ot 
that Chapter. I may add, We are at this Day 
ſo compleat in Chriſt and his Goſpel, as to need | f 
no new Inſpirations to perfect either our Faith, 
Knowledge or Obedience, our imperfect Know- 
ledge is enough for the Way. 

Object. We read alſo Heb: x. 14. That by one 
Offering he hath perfected for ever them that are ſantti- 

fied. 


I Anſwer, 


Ton !) 
Which 


hand; 
r Spi- 


ee apy 3 


uickly 


0 dare 


pen 
and 


„28 (0 
trine; 
ble by 
oſophy, 
oltie's 


der of 


3 Day 
\ 


need 
Faith, 
NOW- 


by one 


anCti- 


aſwer ; 


ä 
1 Anſwer ; This gives the Error no Support; 
er felt ing in that Verſe ſignifies Cleanſing from the 
vil of Sin, by an expiatory Sacrifice ; as appears 
om the firſt Verſe, where you read that the Fewiſh 
acrifices cou'd not make the Comers unto them 


Wcrfet, which is expounded in the fourth Verſe by 
at laſt 'J 
W&1ilt, not the Power of Sin. 
ED bſervation of a judicious Critick, that our State 
f Imperfection was typified by the ſprinkling of 
e Blood of the Bullock, and of the Goat. For 
ion in! 
ot yet ne Apartments of the Tabernacle, ſignifies to us 
not 11 pe wonderful Defilement and contagious Nature 
ine(s Af Sin, which had pierc'd unto the moſt holy Place; 
tity; Batimating alſo, that the higheſt and moſt eminent 
Gods Pervices in our Worſhip are polluted with Sin; and 
egeed Purification by the Blood of Chriſt. 
ere is 
reigns 


cir being unable to take away Sin, that is, the 
Moreover, tis rhe 


is being ſprinkled within the Veils to purify bo 


Jo conclude this Inference: If the Devil and 
Mens own Pride fo far blind and deceive them, 
Bhat they believe they are already perfect, and live 
rithout Sin; no Wonder if there grow up in them 
Contempt of the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
Things below them. Why ſhou'd they confeſs Sin, 
pray tor more Grace, hear the Goſpel any longer, 
rho are already perfect? For the Deſign of theſe 
Ordinances is to weaken the Body of Sin, to ena- 
ple us to finiſh our Conqueſt over it, and to per- 
ect the Graces of the Saints, which Ordinances 
ou'd be uſeleſs to them, were they already per- 
ect. ' 
2. This Doctrine ſhou'd give Check to an over- 
Wold Curioſity and Inquiſitivenefs about the Na- 
ture of the future Bleſſedneſs. Let us not be fo 
ſolicitous to know what Heaven 1s, as how to get 
there; we ought to confine our Search within the 

Rk | GC Bounds 


* 8 
Bounds of God's Revelation, and fear that Affect. . 
tion of Knowledge which overthrew our firſt P us 
rents in Paradiſe; leſt as it loſt them the Earthly WW 1.cf 
it ſhou'd loſe us the Heavenly Paradiſe. 7 
3. Behold and adwire the ſtupendious Love «i rely 1 
God, who deſigns to make us ſo glorious and happy our 
It appears plainly enough that we are now Sinnen his 
to a very great Degree, altogether unworthy dWncea 
what we have in Hand, much more of what wk wi 
have in Hope. We deſerve not to ſtand upon thiflce, t 
Borders of the Heavenly Country, how much lei re P. 
to feed upon the Fruits of it. We deſerve not to ape Lo 
proach the Suburbs of the New Jeruſalem, muciſ Ir us, 
leſs to be made free of it. Now for Hell mar 
deſerving Sinners to become Heaven: poſſeſſing Harnei 
Saints; for Lumps of Earth and Sin to ſhin de a 
with a brighter Luſtre, and a more ſparkling at he 
Glory than the Stars in the Sky; what manner throug 
of Love is this! How worthy to be admir'd ani the 
ador'd! Let us then charge our Souls to live in the W.: 
thankful Admiration of ir. Tis not enough that 5, 1 
we believe the Sincerity of God's Love, we mul the; 
admire the Greatneſs of it. What God hath a in! 
ready dene for our Souls in our Regeneration ani ſſen 
Adoption, is enough to contute the Remains of ud wi 
Infidelity, and to eſtabliſh our Belief of the Reality g him 
of his Love; and what he hath reveal'd, he willy. 
do further for us in our Glorification, when he wil nder 
perfect the good Work which he hath begun in us Hd M 
and confer upon us the Fruits of our Adoption, ü hen 
enough to raiſe our Admiration of the exceeding hd M 
Greatneſs of it. DEW Prejud 
4+ Though it doth not fully appear what we ſhall Night 
be, yet we have Reaſon to bleſs and praiſe God for Now il 
thoſe Diſcoveries, which he hath given us concerr-Wrth i 
ing the Future State of Bleſſedneſs. We are not 
left in the Dark what ſhall become of 5 4 od \ 
eatn, 
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eath, nor at Uncertainties how God will difpofe 
us in the other World, which is Matter of the 
arthlyE-heſt Thankfulneſs. And God hath not put us 
vich obſcure Intimations, but has given us a 


\fcal 
rſt Pa. : 


ove os ely Hope through Grace. God might have ſet 
happy our Work to do, and bound us to it by virtue 
Sinnen his ſupreme Authority over us, and have wholly 
thy & nceal'd from us the Iſſue; He might have left 
hat we =& without any other Encouragement to his Ser- 
on the ce, than what we cou'd have deriv'd from the 
ich lei re Probability of a future Recompence. But hath 


to ape Lord not only deſign'd and prepar'd a Reward 
muciſ r us, but alſo made known his glorious Purpoſes, 
Hell =D marvellous Declarations, in ſweet Foretaſtes and 
fleffinB@:meſts > What Obligations to Love and Grati- 
| Ching Ide are here! Let us ſpeak Good of his Name, 
arkling at he hath brought Life and Immortality to Light 


nannei rough the Goſpel ; that he hath given a true Map 
rd ani the New Jeruſalem, prepared and new caſt up 
in thee Way to it, Jai. Ixii. 10. 
h . J. Let the Children of God rejoice in the Safet 
& mult 


cheir Spiritual State. Though your Future Life 


ith ae in ſome Degree hid from you, yer this doth not 
on and len the Certainty of irs Exiſtence, becauſe "tr 
of du with Chriſt in God, Coloſſ. iii. 3, 4. Tis hid 
dealit i him, not only in Point of Secrecy, but alſo of 
ze WilBWfery. Here the Glory of God's Children is hid 
ne wil v der a mean Outſide, and with many Infirmities 
in used Miſreports, but nevertheleſs tis ſecure; and 


ion, i When the Veil of this Fleſh ſhall be rent afunder, 
eeding þ d Men's Underſtandings ſhall be clear'd from all 


Prejudices and Miſtakes, by a true convincing 
e ſhall Might that ſhall repreſent Things as they are, then 
od for Wow illuſtriouſly, how viſibly will their Glory ſhine 
ncern- Aprth in the Eyes of all? Here the Saints of God 
re not Are as precious Pearls hid in the Duſt; but e'te long 
s after Pod will take them out of the Duſt and rub them 


Death, pl c 2 up; 
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up, and then they will appear in their native Bea 
ty and Splendor, when God ſhall have clear'd uf 
their Innocency as the Light, and their Integrif 
as the Noon-day. | 1 1 


Prop. IV. The Glory and Bleſſedneſs of tf 
Children of God in the Future State will con 
in a Likeneſs to Chriſt, cauſed by a Viſion 
Here my Firſt and Main Buſineſs will be i 
ſhew you, wherein this Likeneſs to Chriſt conſilnl 
and that both with Reſpe& to its Subjects a 
their proper Qualities. The Subjects are eit 
the Souls, or the Bodies of the Children of Golf 

They ſhall be like unto Chriſt in both. 4 


3 I : * their Souls, and this Likeneſs lies eſpec . 
ally in theſe Three Qualities: (I.) In Knowledg 
( 2.) In Sanctity. (3.) In Blefledneſs. 1 


With reſpect to their Souls Believers ſhall be li 


(1.) In Knowledge. Here they know but in Pall 
very impertectly, obſcurely and confuſedly ; bi 
there they ſhall know ads they are known. Til 
Knowledge of Chriſt is perfect, without any Ig 
rance, Error or Miſtake ; ſo ſhall the Knowledge, 
of the Saints in Light be, without any culpab : 
Ignorance, Error or Miſtake. His Knowledge WM 
particular and diſtinct, He knows all his Sheep WW... 
Name; and doubtleſs the Knowledge of the gl 
rified Saints will be more particular and diſtin. 
than it is here. It is very probable we ſhall kno 
every Individual Saint in Glory, even ſuch as 
knew not here, N 


A Ba. 


ard WY But more Particularly: As our Knowledge will 
en! like Chriſt's, ſo Chriſt will be the moſt imme 

Sri te entertaining Object of our Knowledge; Ne 
„ fee him as He is. And theſe following will be 
Wc Properties of that Beatifick Viſion. 


2 Bea 


iGon .) We ſhall fee Chriſt more clearly and evi- 


Wotly ; not through a Glaſs darkly, but Face to 
u be bre, as the Expreſſion is 1 Cr. x11. 12. Now we 
Conil Noe intellectual Views of Chriſt in the Word and 
as a craments, and in his Works, but then we ſhall 
- elſe bim, not with a Reflex, but with a direct Act 
£C 0 Vifon. This Seeing through a Glaſs intimates 
ch the Obſcurity and che Difficulty of our pre- 
| It Knowledge, but in the Future State "twill be 
j eſpe ch clear and eaſy. The Phraſe Face 10 Face is 
ied ſome thought an Alluſion to Moſes's Familiarity 
eich God, repreſented in Numb. x11. 7, 8. My Ser- 
wt Moſes is Trithfal in all mine Houſe, with him will 
| be 13 peak Mouth to Mouth, even apparently, and not in 
; e Speeches, and the Similitude of the Lord ſhall he 
old. But the Difference between the Know- 
Ige that Moſes had, and the Knowledge of the 


N ture Life, is far greater than the Difference be- 
4 , Th een Moſes's Knowledge, and the Knowledge of 
7 Ten er Prophets. This mental Sight of Chriſt doth 
owleds mit of ſome Latitude and Degrees. The Be- 
culpabl ring Patriarchs, Prophets, and Old-Teſiament 
ledge! Wincs ſaw Chriſt at a Diſtance, as one that was to 
Sheep He through the Latteſs of the Promiſes, Pro- 


ccies, Types and Sacrifices, by rhe Proſpective of 
01th: This was a dark Sight. New. Teſtament 
Elievers ſee Chriſt with the Retroſpe& of Faith, 


0 1 1 one already come, and who hath ſuffer'd in the 


eſn, anſwer'd the Types, and fulfill'd all Righte- 
Þineſs, and is riſen again, and aſcended into Hea- 
n, there to remain interceding for us till the 
ime of the Reſtitution of all Things. And this 
AE FE is 
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; oh r clearer Light, than the Qld-Teſtament Sajnghold 
F | Wis | 
They who liv'd in our Saviour's Time had ſii und 
a clearer Sight, for theirs was Ocular as well ip v 
Mental; but none of theſe do riſe ſo high as H oul 
Beatifick Viſion, which is a perfectly clear, fu give 
and immediate Sight, without the Interpoſition 3 
any darkning Medium. In a Word; We ſhall ſee h hall 
ſus Chriſt with that Clearneſs and Perſpicuity CrafWicit! 
tures are capable of, with a mental Viſion; f effic. 
Chriſt will exhibit or preſent his divine Natuf of R 
more clearly then to the Eyes of our Minds, that 
2.) *Twill be not only a clear, but a familiſ ſſir 
Viſion. Jeſus Chriſt will unboſom Himſelf, au of G 
communicate his Secrets to us as one Friend do ſome 
to another, and entertain us with the neareſt Ini of F: 
macies of Communion. Tis a Sight join'd wii oli 
Acquaintance and Converſe, which will raiſe to: 
Happineſs to the higheſt Degree. Tis a fruitingp7r: 
Sight, we ſhall ſo {ce him as to enjoy him, Bean 
Enjoyment far ſurpaſſing a Confluence of all Cre his 
ture-Comforts. For we ſhall ſee him in all of f C 
Relations wherein he ſtands to us, as our Head a the C 
Husband, as our Redeemer and Saviour, as f Sight 
eldeſt Brother and beſt Friend; as one who ga Veil 
Himſelf a Ranſom for us, ſpent his deareſt Bl betor 
for us, reſcued us out of the Hands of our worhis F 
Eremies, took us into a near Union to Himſcl how 
and who gave forth his Spirit to prepare and fit i venly 
for this Sight of him in Glory. And how mud hol 
doth this add to the Sight! If Jeſus Chriſt vi ſtand 
never ſuch an excellent Perſon, never ſo Rich, an 
Amiable; yet what wou'd the Sight of him hav 
ſignified to us, if we had had no Intereſt in Hing 
if He had been none of ours? But now when ti 
Saints can at once ſee both Excellency and Proj 
priety, both Worth and Intereſt in Jefus Chrii 
hat a Sight will this be! When they — „ 
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old this glorious and excellent Perſon admir'd for 
us Beauty and Glory both by Angels and Men, 
nad fili und be able to claim a Right to him as their own, 
well in whom and all that he hath they have an un- 
as ti oubted Property, and Intereſt, what wou'd one 
r, full give for ſuch a Sight! | | 
tion WF 3.) Twill be a Transforming Viſion ; for we 
wall ſee Chriſt, not only as the Object of our Fe- 


N Sajn 


y Cre icity, but as the Cauſe of it, with a vigorous and 
In ; {efficacious Intuition. The bright Rays of this Sun 
Natuf of Righteouſneſs darting upon our glorified Eyes, 
A that is, illuminating our Underſtandings, have an 
familu Aſſimilating Virtue to change us by a Reflexion 
elf, auf of Glory, into the Similitude of Chriſt. There is 


Something of this done here by the imperfe& Sight 
eſt Ini of Faith, 2 Cor. iii. 18. But we all with open Face be- 
vd with olding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, are changed 


iſe o into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, even as by the 
fruitiſ N irit of the Lord. Silver ſet againſt the Sun by the 
aim, Beams thereof caſt upon it, becomes it ſelf radiant. 
Cre This Transformation of the Soul into the Image 


all of of Chriſt is begun here by looking on Chriſt in 
ead a the Glaſs of the Goſpel, but is perfected when our 


Pight ſhall be clear and full. Moſes put away the 


as of 

ho gay ell that hung over his Face, when he appear'd 

t BloofMbetore the Lord, and by this Beholding of God had 

Ir wolf zhis Face enlightned, and ſhining with Beams; but 

Tinſighow will our Souls ſhine with the Beams of Hea- 

d fit i venly Light, when the Veil of Tgnorance ſhall be 

mud wholly taken away from the Face of our Under- 
riſt wa ſtandings, and we ſhall ſee Chriſt Face to Face! 

ch, auf The Light of Heaven is the Light of Life, the 

m hauf Preſence of Chriſt is Vital. A Stone, though ſeen 


n Hin by us, can't ſee us again, but much more valuable 
hen this the Sight of a Friend, who can act Kindneſs upon 
nd Pro us, and reciprocate Viſions with Lite and Pleaſure. 
- Chrilſ We ſhall not only look upon Cariſt, but Chriſt will 
hail be look upon us: And it one Look of Chriſt ſtruck 


hold C 4 Pete 


Peter to the Heart, and chang'd Him into a Peni, 
tent Sinner; When the ſame Chriſt ſhall look on 


his People in Heaven, what an Influence will that : 


Sight have to Wer them into his own Likeneſs, 


There are Two Things requiſite to the'obtain 


ing the Perlect Knowledge ot any Object. That 
the knowing Faculties be well diſpos d, and in 2 
perfect State: And, that the Object do manifeſi 
Itſelf after that Manner which is ſufficient to fil 
up the Capacity of the Faculty raiſed to that 


Height of Perfection. 


There are both theſe in Heaven. For as our 
Faculties ſhall be exalted to their Perfection; ſo 
God will manifeſt his Attributes in ſuch a manner, 
that they ſhall fill up our largeſt Deſires. And i 3 
can't be conceiv d but that ſuch a Sight of God in 
Chriſt ſhou'd transform our Souls into his Like - 


neſs. 


Soul- warming Viſion. Ex Aſbectu oritur Amos 
Love makes its Entrance at the Door of the Eye. 


4) "Twill be an Amorous, Affectionate, and : 


The Eye affecteth the Heart, Lam. 111. 51. T he Hearts | 


of the Saints will be wondrouſly affected with the 


Glory and Beauty of Chriſt, and the Effuſion of | > 


his Love on 'em, which they ſhall rake in with 
their glorified Eyes. Such is the Magnetick Power 
of Chriſt's Excellencies and Love, that the full Diſ⸗ 
play thereof can't but draw forth the Heart after 


Him with an irreſiſtible Motion. It is as poſſible { 


to ſeparate the Lighr and Heat of the Sun, as that 


the Irradiations of the Saints Minds from Chrilt i | 


in Heaven ſhou'd be unaccompanied with corre- 
ſpondent Impreſſions of Love in their Hearts. The 
Love of Chriſt, as ?tis repreſented to the Intellec 
in its full Dimenſions, how will it conſtrain the 
Heart to love him with a boundleſs Love! Here 
dur Light is dim, and therefore our Love is cold; 
We 
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Wc know- Chrift bur little, and therefore love him 
Jule. But in Heaven, When our Light will be 
ear, our Love will be ſtrong. Our Souls will run 
er in Torrents of holy ſeraphick Love; they will 
urn with ſacred Flames, whilſt Chriſt is opening 


Penis 
Dk on 
| that 
neſs! 


brain. Mo us the rich Treaſures of his everlaſting Love, 
That nd making us know by Experience and Feeling 
d in a hat he hath done for us. What Triumphs of 
anifel {Love will the Manifeſtation of his Love produce! 
to fil What a ſtrong and powerful Operation will there 
that ¶ pe of the Glory and Love of Chriſt upon the Hearts 


pf Believers in Heaven, when they ſhall clearly ſee 
is our {that He is the Chiefeſt among Ten Thouſand, and 
n; ſo In his humane Nature the moſt glorious Object in 
anner, he created World; the Sum of all Excellency and 
und it Beauty, and therefore worthy of all their Love, had 
od in {they a Thouſand Souls to love Him withal. It is 
Like · ¶ mpoſſible but this Sight of Him will overcome 


their Hearts, ſince they are overcome by an imper- 


„ and 3 Sight of him now. Tisa ſtrange Expreſſion, 
Amir, Cant. vi. 5. Turn away thine Eyes from me, they have 
> Eye. {rercome me. And that, Cant. iv. 9. Thou haſt ra- 
Jearts id my Heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe ; thou haſt raviſh'd 
ch the y Heart with one of thine Eyes, with one Chain of thy 
on of Neck. The Eyes of the Church being religiouſly 


with Nd on Chriſt, did ſo much delight him, that he 
Power NVas almoſt raviſh'd and vanquiſh'd by *em, and 
Di-: Mepreſents Himſelf as one that muſt be forc'd to fly 
t after way either from them or Himſelf, as Men uſe to 


do in Trances or violent Paſſions. Is Chriſt over- 


offivle 
Tome by a Sight of his People's Graces? Well may 


S that 


Ohriſt we conceive they ſhall be overcome by a Sight of 
corre- {Mis Glory. The Love of God and Chriſt doth de- 

The cend to us in an eminent Manner; and when we 
tellect Nelearly ſee it, and are ſenſible of it, will not our 
n the {WLove aſcend to him? As a View of the Phytical 


Here Attributes of God draws a Reverence from our 
cold; NMinds; fo a View of his Moral Attributes, bis 
We | Holi- 
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Holineſs, Compaſſion and Love will draw Lol 
from our Hearts; and the more perfect our Vie 
of 'em is, the higher will our Love ariſe. . 
| (s.) *T will be a joyful, tranſporting, and raviſhi 
ing Viſion. It will create unconceivable Gla(i 

neſs in the Breaſts of all who are admitted to i 
a Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 1 Pet. i. WS: 

If there be a Joy at the Converſion of a Sinne 
what Joy will there be at his Glorification | 1 
the very Thoughts and Hopes of an unſeen Sam- 
our create ſuch Joy in the Souls of Believers, wha 
exuberant Joy will a ſeen and enjoy'd Savio 
produce in the heavenly Hoſt > It will certain 
be exceeding Joy, Jude 24. a Joy that exceeds a 
carnal Epicurean Joy. It exceeds the Joy of Wi 
Feaſt, the Joy of Marriage, the Joy of Harvel 
the Joy of Victory. It exceeds all Imagination 
and Conception. The very Gleanings of celeſui 
Joys are far beyond an Harveſt of worldly Delight 
The ſupreme Joy ofs the Saints (as one obſerve; 
is for the Felicity and Glory of God himſelf; ff 
as the Holy Soul feels no more powerful Motive 
to love God, than becauſe he is moſt worthy of i 
as he is God, a Being of infinite Excellencio 
and therefore to be loved above the deareſt Per 
ſons or Things; ſo the higheſt Joy it partakes di 
is from this Conſideration, that God is infinite 
blefled and glorious. - 
In Heaven the Love of the Saints to God is i to ki 
its higheſt Elevation, and they ſee his Glory in ti 
moſt perfect Manner, which cauſeth a tranſcend 
ent Joy to them; but in Subordinatien hereuntÞ 
what Triumphs of Joy will attend the Afluranc 
of their own Bleſſedneſs in the Sight of God and 
Chriſt, and in a Participation of their Bleſſednels N 
Is it Matter of Joy to have Sin pardoned, tho 
it remain to diſturb us, inſomuch that when Chril|E 


BB pronounced the Pardon of his Sin to the * 
| {ich 


id * 


Lon ick of the Palſy, Matth. ix. 2. he bids him Be 
r Vie f good Cheer ? How ſhall we be tranſported with 
oy, when Sin is perfectly aboliſhed, and we ſhall 
raviſh neither fear the Puniſhment, nor be annoyed with 
Glai the Relicts of it! What a raviſhing Sight will it 
d to ie to ſee theſe our Enemies drown'd in the Red 
et. i. Sea of our Saviour's precious Blood, and our 
Sinne Souls ſafely landed upon the Shoar of the heaven- 
on | ly Canaan ! Was old Jacob revived at the Sight 
n Saif Jof his Son Foſeph, when he had given him up for 
s, whif dead? Oh how will it revive and exhilarate our 
Savio Spirits to ſee the bleſſed Jeſus, who was dead, 
ertainſ put is alive, and has more Power in Heaven, 
;eeds i than Foſeph had in the Land of Egypt; and 
dy of Whreater Affection for us than Joſeph could have 
Jarvel] For his own Father! What exuberant Joy will the 
zinatia Soul of a Believer receive in that Day, when ſhe 
celeſtiſ hall be preſented before the Seat and Majeſty of 
Del ighu the bleſſed Trinity, with a Recital of all her good 
oerves Works and Travels ſuſtained for the Love and Ser- 
elf; u eice of God! Then ſhall ſhe enter into the Lord's 
Moti Joy, Mat. xxv. 21. and the tranſcendent Excel- 
ny of i lency of the Objects of our glorified Powers, our 
llencie Propriety in them, and the everlaſting freſh Senſe 
eſt Per of the Difference between our ſuffering militant, 
takes ¶ and our triumphant State; together with the full 
1tinite}ſÞZA flurance of the unchangeable Perpetuity of our 
future bleſſed State will all conſpire and concur 
od is ito keep the Spring of Joy for ever flouriſhing in 
y in ti our Souls. 
inſcendf 6.) T will be a ſatisfying and perfective Viſion; 
jereuniſ for "twill be intuitive, which is when the Mind 
ſſuraneſ directly receiveth the Form of à Thing from it 
Zod ani ſelf, and this is moſt ſatisfying. And it carries 


ſednels ſuch Satisfaction in it of which the Soul will ne- 
ed, tho ver be cloy'd and weary. 
n Chril | 


ne Man The 
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Halls Meditations, The Continuance even of 


ſatis fied when I awake with thy Likeneſs, The Sight 
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I The Length of the Enjoyment of the ſame Oh. q an 


jects doth not beget a weariſom Satiety, or leſſeul im 
the Sweetneſs of them, becauſe an infinite Good ſtand! 
roduces always the fame pure, equal, comple ent 
Joy, in regard it ariſeth from its intrinſick Per. elic 
tections, that want no Foil to recommend them, atisf) 
*T'is a great Diſparagement to all ſublunary Enjoy- nch 
ments, that there's no ſatisfying Virtue in 'em ; ecure 
therefore we muſt look higher tor our Happineſs Ledge 
But there is a Fulneſs of Satisfaction reſulting from Pt his 
the bleſſed Sight and Enjoyment of God, to a Soul Pleat 
attemper'd to him. Here the Ear is not ſatis fied wii ts. 

hearing, nor the Eye ſatis fied with feeing; Eccleſ. i. 8. 7.) 
Becauſe theſe Earthly Things have but a ſcanty li- Eden 
mited Goodneſs in them, not proportionate to the pt H 
Infinite Deſires of our Souls. But the Heavenly? he N 
Enjoyments being Infinite, tho' there are differinsÞ 
Degrees of Glory, yet every one is o fully content. 
with his own, that there is no poſſible Deſire of | 
being but what he is. It is one of pious Biſhop | 


«© the beſt Things cloyeth and wearieth, there is 
e nothing but thy ſelf wherein there is not Satiety.” 
There is no Satisfaction nor Reſt out of the Centre, 

therefore the Soul is in a continual Motion till it {> © 
arrive at the full Enjoyment of God, its Centre in * 
perfect Bliſs; and then 'tis at Reſt, and fully ſati- 8 
fied with the divine Likeneſs, Pſal. xvii. 15. As fir ye 


me, I will behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs, I ſhall be Ne 
of the Face of Moſes, when Radiant, had no Trani- ed 
forming Efficacy, for the Light of it was not in Ae, 
him as its Source, but by Derivation ; but God is | 
Light eſſentially, and the Sight of his Perfe&ions Þþ 
will be productive of his Likeneſs in us, fo far as it 
may be in a reſtrained Subject ; and this Likeneſs 
will be Satisfying and Perfective of our Souls. For 
God is a Spiritual Good, ſuitable to the Nature ot 

Man's 


Ob. 


leflenf 


Good 


pleats 
: Per- = 
joy 


7 

} 
ineſs. 
from 


L Soul 
d with 


. i. 8. 


nty li- 
to the 
wvenly 


tering Þþ 


em; 


. : , — — 5 ? 
* A * * ld * r _ FA :, 
1 TEES x 8 * , . 
* f , 
[ | il 
45 


an's better and divine Part, and communicates 
Himſelf to the Spiritual Faculties, the Under- 
Standing and the Will, the Principles of Man's emi- 


ent Operations, and the moſt capable of enjoying 


& 


— 


Felicity. He is an Infinite Good, and can fully 
atisfy all our rational Deſires. And He is an 
Unchangeable Good, not to be loſt, but may be 
Fccurely enjoy'd to Eternity. So that in the Know- 
edge and Love, in the Imitation and Enjoyment 
pf his Excellencies, the higheſt Elevation and com- 
pleat Satisfaction of the rational Nature con- 
(ts. | ie Oy | | oy 4451 
7.) Twill be a ſpacious and extenſive Viſion, 
extended to all and every one of the Inhabitants 
pf Heaven, and not ar all leſſen'd or diminiſh'd by 
the Number of thoſe who partake of it. The Sight 
s the moſt comprehenſive Senſe, and is ſometimes 
put for all other Senſes. The other Senſes have 


Gre d narrower Compaſs to move in, and are more con- 


Ziſhop 
ven o 
lere 15 
ety.” 
entre, 


——z 


yn'd, as the Ear is affected only with Sounds; but 
the Eye derives Refreſhment and Delight, not only 
py the Colours of Objects, but their Figure, Mo- 
tion and Quantity, Other Senſes have their fixed 
Stations, whereas the Eye can move itſelf to and 
fro, and with one Turn can fetch in the whole 
Compaſs of the Hemiſphere round about you. 


78 MWpbat a ſpacious Sight will it be, when the glorified 


As far Eye ſhall take in the whole Circumference of Hea- 
ball „en; and what one ſees, will be equally the Object 
x pf another's Sight! How much more comprehen- 


Sight 5 O . 
Pran Jive the intellectual Viſion? For, as one obſerves, 


+ I 3 eaven is not parted by Lot, as Canaan was, that 
Jod is a Type of it, but comes all unto all, and all to 
tions very one. As All enjoy the Light of the Sun, 
as it Ind one ſees no leſs for the Multitude of Spectators 
keneſs N that behold it, but Millions may at once have from 
this Luminary as much Light as they can deſire. 


For 0 8 f . a 
ure ct God, the Fountain being Infinite, is ſuffici- 
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ent to diffuſe the benign Rays of his Heaven hal 
Light to all the Inhabitants of the New Jeruſalen ban 
yea to fill them all, were they Ten thouſand Tim Je 
more in Number than they are, without taking fron ble 
one to add to another. An Earthly Father can'{Wance 
enlarge the Portion of one of his Children withouſ Thriſ 
diminiſhing another's; but in Heaven there's n ere 
Partition or Diviſion; Every Individual Saint, a B. 
he was an Heir, ſo he ſhall be a Poſſeſſor of the ey 
whole Patrimony of his Father, and ſuſtain ni is F. 
Loſs or Damage, by Reaſon of the Innumerabl Feaut 
Multitude of his Brethren that participate wit Ndmi 
him. All Creatures in their Fulneſs and Perfectiou Her 
are not enough for one Soul, ſo capacious a Being tude 
is it; but one God, in the Maniteſtations of hi Peir 
Glory and Love is ſufficient and enough for alf Ine L 
Souls; for he is All in All. How 

8.) Tis a Viſion peculiar to the Children pre 
God, to thoſe who are at preſent true Believers:{ove : 
Eyery ſingle Believer is as much intereſted in it, i {hou 
if prepar'd for Him alone; and hence it is thai Net 
they ſhall not only ſay our Lord and our God, but ni as u 
Lord and my God. Unbelievers ſhall ſee Chriſt too, Dilt 
but *twill be as a Malefactor at the Bar ſees the ing 
Judge, when he paſſeth a Sentence of Death upon othe. 
him ; who being condemn' 


d, is taken away, the thei 
Judge is gone, and he ſees him no more. Chrit Gen 
will turn his Back upon the wicked World, and bid upp 
them Everlaſtingly depart ; They ſhall ſee him no this 
more for ever: But tho' they ſhall never more be · ¶ King 
hold his Face, the Impreſſions of his terrible Preſence not t 
will abide on them, for they will be diſmiſs'd wit are [ 
a Depart from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, pr. Our 
pared for the Devil and his Angels, They ſhall be Ne a 
entertain'd with other kind of Spectacles ; They Grac 
will ſee the Smoak, Fire and Brimſtone of the In-WWhils 
ternal Lake, Chains and Flames, Deſpairing Tears Cong 
and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Trembling Joints, and 

i; GhaſtlyÞ 


4 
mf 


n 

ven haſily frightful Bodies. Oh! What wou'd theſe 
;ſalen,{Þbandon'd Miſcreants give for one refreſhing Sight 
Ting Jeſus Chriſt! How wou'd they prize one favour- 
z fron pie Aſpect, one Glance of his reconciled Counte- 
can ance! Bot their Day is paſt; They rejected 
ithouf Fhriſt, and cared not for his Company, and ſhall 
e's m ierefore be eternally baniſh'd from him. But as 
int, a p Believers, who lov'd and long'd for him here, 
of the hey ſhall ever dwell in his Preſence ; ever behold 
in noſis Face, and their Eyes be even feaſting upon his 
erablej@cauty and his Glory. And how will it raiſe the 


with dmiration and Thanktulneſs of the Saints to con- 


ſectia er that they are called out of Crowds and Mul- 
Being tudes that are paſſed by, and left to periſh in 
of hu Peir Sins, to be made wonderful Inſtances of di- 


for alf Ine Love, and admitted to ſuch raviſhing Views! 
How can they forbear breaking forth into ſuch 


Iren df@&xpreflions of their lively Reſentments of divine 
jeveri ore as theſe: Lord, whence is this that thou 
n it, u ſhou'dſt take us undeſerving Sinners into ſuch 
's that Nearneſs to thy ſelf, when others antecedently 


but iy a5 worthy as we were, are kept at an everlaſting 
iſt too Diſtance ! Whence is it that we ſhou'd be Sing- 
ees the ing and Shouting with Joy in thy Court, when 
h upon others are Howling, and Wailing, and Curſing 
ay, the their Day in Hell! That we Strangers of the 
Thrill Gentiles ſhou'd be bidden to the Marriage- 
and bid Supper of the Lamb, and made welcome to 
him no this Royal Banquet, when the Children of the 
ore be / Kingdom are ſhut out, and many of em ſhall 
reſence not taſte of thy Supper! How 1s it, that we 
24 with are ſhining in Robes of Glory, when many of 
ire, pre-. ¶ our Neighbours are ſhining in Flames! That 
hall be we are comforted, and they are tormented ! That 
. They Grace and Mercy are glorified in our Salvation, 
the In- ¶ while neceſſary Juſtice glories over others in their 
; Tears Condemnation! 
ts, and 
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(O.) Twill 
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9.) Twill be a fixed, everlaſting Sight, withouff 
eicher Intermiſſion or Termination, 1 hell. iv. 1 
Then we which are alive, and remain, Pal be caught offi 
together with them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in ii 
Air, and fo pol we be ever with the Lord. Oh Fir 
nity, Eternity! No Sting ſo painful to the Sou 
| ell, as the Eternity of their Confinement, thllf 
there will never come a Goal-Delivery. No ſud L 
Ground of Joy 1 in Heaven as the Eternity of they 
Happineſs ; The very Thoughts of once quittin 
which wou'd imbitter all Mortality, is the Dil 
grace of ſublunary Delights, but Immortality if 
the Glory of the Heavenly Viſion. The Drunka 
muſt ſoon part with his Cyps, and the Epicure bil 
Farewell to his Feaſts, and the Worlding to H 
Wealth and Store. Their Delight will not 
courted to make any long Stay with thoſe th 1 
love em beſt; The Revolution of a little Time vi 
make a great Change both in us and them. BM 
we ſhall never come to an End of thoſe Pleaſuſ 
which are at God's Right Hand: Many live lf 
ſee an End of all Creature-Perfte&ion , but til 
Duration of the Heavenly Perfection will never 
meaſur d out. Our firſt Paradife had a Way ou 
but none that ever we cou'd find in again; Til 
Eternal Paradiſe hath a Way in, but no Way ol 
again. What Sovereign Conſolation will this i 
ford the Saints at preſent, That e're long they 
be in a State where, when Millions of Ages at 
paſt, their Glory is but beginning; and when N { 


lions more are paſt, it is no nearer Ending. Here 7 
an Ocean without Shore or Bottom. Tis enough... 
to confound all our Thoughts, and to Nom plus: 3 
Arithmetick and Chronology ; Almanacks and Ci OG 
lendars are infignificant here. Oh Eternity! Ho 3G 
little do we know Thee! How unable are we i. h 


meaſure or comprehend Thee ! Yet that your Co 
ception of Eternity may be more diſtinct and a 
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done away as the Light of Candles and Stars is 
done away by the greater Light of the Sun, which 
is more properly a doing away our Ignorance. Or 
*twill be rather a changing our Mode of know ing 
than a deſtroying any Part of our Knowledge, 
For ſaith the Apoſtle, Henceforth know we no Mui 
after the Fleſh, 2 Cor. v. 16. We ſhall not know 
one another by Stature, Voice, Colour, Complex 
ion, Viſage, or outward Shape, nor by Parts, and 
Gifts of Learning, or Titles of Honour and world 
ly Dignity, nor by Terms of Affinity and Conſan-W 
guinity, nor probably by Youth, Age, or Sex; 
but principally by the Image of Chriſt, and ou 
ſpiritual Relation, and former Faithfulneſs in im 
proving Talents; by theſe beyond doubt we ſhall 
both know and be known. Oh happy approach 
ing Day! when our Knowledge will be full, cleaW. 
and certain, acquired with Eaſe and Quickneſs,nei-M 
ther mingled with Doubts, nor attained by paintulſ 312 
Studies, and tedious Travel from Truth to Truth 6 ) 
when the glorious Face of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall b. F 0 
the Scripture, and he himſelf the Teacher. Her" ot 
we are gravell'd with many dark Prophecies, and 45 
difficult Texts, we are ſtagger'd with intricate and 2 
aſtoniſhing Acts of the divine Providence, whit y 4 
we look as thro a Glaſs darkly, we can't forben fc © 
Complaining : The Light ſhineth upon our Dark; e ** 
and our Darkneſs comprehendeth it not. But when | NO 
Death hath blown the Duſt out of our Eyes, and . 


filled us with the Light of Life, we ſhall have a Key Cove 
to unlock the moſt abſtruſe Prophecy : And all the = 
 puzling Difficulties of Scripture, and the myſterious ,, v1 
Paſlages of divine Providence, that ſeem'd to us once Ke 5 
to claſh and contradict one another, ſhall appear ap A 
do our glorified Eye in. great Clearneſs, and entite | 4 
Harmony and Agreement. And how Bleſſed will 91 — D 


this Sight be! To have at once a clear View of 


mai 
al ins 


= UF] 

«ic e Divine Truths in their beautiful Connexion and 
0: Dependance one upon another, and their Union 

vine n Ci riſt: To have the whole Syſtem of Divine 

ede Providence in its Accompliſhment and Perfection 
depreſented to us, and the ſecret Springs of its ſeve- 


ars 1; 


Mail | 
Fal knotty Branches made manifeſt ; how will 

knoy 5 ; h © . o o 

plex uch a Sight exalt our Admiration of the Divine 


< au over, Wildom and Love! * 
5 a As, with reſpect to their Souls, Believers will 
„ace like Chriſt in Knowledge, fo 


der (2.) In Sanétity or Holinels. To the Illuſtrati- 


d ou 
in im. 


bn of the Mind there will be correſpondent Im- 
preſſions upon the Heart and Will. The Holi- 
eſs of God is his Love of himſelf. The Holineſs 


8 


E {hal A . 3 £ | , 
roach: f Chriſt is the Love of his Father. Our Holi- 
, cleat ; els is the Separation of our ſelves to God through 
ſs nei hriſt by Love. In our primitive State we were 
we W3 


Freated after the Image of God, and ſeparated to 


_ im by Holineſs; but Sin hath defac'd this Image 
A 0 d, and ſeparated us from him; and to be 
Hen Pid of this Image, is our great Infelicity and Mi- 
— 8 well as our Sin. Now when God recovers 
* au out of our ſinful miſerable State in our Conver- 


on, he re- imprints his Image of Holineſs upon us, 
pd thereby begins the Heavenly Felicity in us. 
or, as one hath obſerv'd, © Holineſs , ., 
is not only neceſſary as an Evidence DN e 


While 
forbeat 
Jarknes 


1 of our Intereſt in the Relative Privileges of the 
g a Ke Covenant, as P ardon and Adoption ; nor only by 
| all the way of Gratitude for Salvation receiv'd, but as 


a Part of Salvation itſelf, and a Means to obtain 
the reſt,” Yea, ſo neceſlary to our tuture Hap- 
neſs is our Likeneſs to Jeſus Chriſt in Holineſs, 
lat Pardon of Sin without this cou'd not make 
happy. Tis a Thing impoſſible, a Contra- 
tion, for a Man to be forgiven and ſav'd who 
mains unhoiy, If you knew what Sin is, you 

— 1 VvVoud 


ſterious 
us once 
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- Purification thoſe Virgins were to go through, wi 
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wou'd know that tis a Self- Puniſhment, the ſoreſt M 
Evil, the Sickneſs and Miſery of the Soul; and to 
forgive a Man, is to deliver him from this Miſery ; Wi 
and to ſave him, is to ſave him from his Sin. Ho- obt 
linefs is the Soul's Medicine, its Health, and itz 
eternal Happineſs. As Chriſt is a Lamb without 
Spot and Blemiſh, ſo there will be no Spot of Sn 
to ſtain the Purity of his Members in Heaven. No 
Wrinkle or Blemiſh, or any ſuch Thing, ſhall be 
ſeen upon the Face of the Bride, when ſhe ſhal 
be brought Home to her Bridegrooms Houſe. Thi 
might be illuſtrated from the Courſe of Preparatorſ 


were preſented to the Choice of Heathen Prince 
Eſth. ii. 12. A Courſe of Preparatory Holineiſ 
under Goſpel-Miniſtrations, muſt diſpoſe ſinii 
Souls for the Preſence and Acceptance of the Kin f 
of Kings. For this is the Method of our Happ 
neſs, the free Love of God doth firſt purify us fru th 
Sin, and make us holy, and then he loves his o 
Image of Holineſs in us, being pleas'd to ſee u 
ſo like Himſelf. There are ſome Draughts a 
Lineaments of this Image upon us here, but the 
ſhall be filled up and compleated in the future Li 
for the Soul, as ſoon as tis got above theſe lowt 
Regions, puts off its filthy Garments, together wii 
the Body, and leaves them behind it, and nei 
thenceforth mingleth it ſelf with any thing bel 
itſelf, but is eternally employ'd in loving and pri 
ſing God, and lives in the cloſeſt Adheſion to hi 
And they are not only holy in their Diſpoſitio 
and Hallelujahs, but are confirm'd in a State 
Holineſs, ſo that they will fin no more. 

Here they can ſay they wou'd not ſin againſt Golf 
but hereafter they ſhall be able to ſay farther, ti! 
they are aſlur'd they never ſhall ſin againſt him mo 
And in this reſpect they bear a eo" 
| | 
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(ores Chriſt, who as he cannot ſin againſt his God and 
Father, ſo he will ſanctify the Faculties of his 
Members in Heaven to that degree, that they can't 
= obtain of themſelves to do any thing thar ſhall ever 
id WJ offend the ſame Gd. 

rho (3-) In Bleſſedneſs. Jeſus Chriſt became like un- 
of Ful to us in his State of Humiliation, that he might 


n. No a 7 
N J altation. Chriſt is the Fountain and Pattern not 


My only of our Holineſs, but of our Bleſſedneſs. If 


arator] 
gh, wi 
Prince 8 1 
lolineßl of the Heavenly Inheritance; but ſuch is his Con- 
e ſinu deſcenſion and his Love, he will admit us to be 
Joynt Heirs, and joynt Poſſeſſors with him of this 
Hapy ſame Inheritance that he alone purchaſed. And 


and to 
Liſery ; 


though our Way to it may be through the Croſs, 
and many Afflictions and Sufferings, yet that which 
may alleviate and ſweeten them to us, is, that we 
have Chriſt for our Companion in them; and much 
more that he will at length take us up to be his 
Fellows and Companions in everlaſting Glory. We 
ſhall be glorified together with him; we ſhall par- 
take of the ſame Glory in which Chriſt our Head 
8 ſhines, and be bleſſed with the ſame kind of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs wherewith he Himſelf is bleſſed. Is Chriſt 
a King and Prieſt ? He will make all his Members 


Ire Lit 
ſe love 
her wit 
nd net 
g bell 


oY Kings to rule over the Devil, the World and the 
Seat W Fleſh ; and Prieſts to offer up to God the Perſonal. 


| Sacrifice of themſelves, and the Verbal Sacrifice of 
inſt Golf Praiſe and Thankſgiving. *Tis a very high Ex- 
ber. 1 preſſion of Dignity which we meet with in Matih. 


lim mo 


lance ' when the Son of Man ſhall fit on the Throne of his Glory, 


ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve Thrones, judging the twelve 
| D 3 | T-i1p5 


Kings and Prieſts too unto God and his Futher, Rev.1.6. 


xix. 28. Tewhich have followed me in the Regeneration; 


r 
1 * 


fect Man, hath a real ſubſtantial Body, in which 
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Tribes of Iſrael: What Honour is here}! not y the 
ſtand as others to be judged, but to fit as Judges, MR om. 
Thoꝰ this may import ſome Honour peculiar to the Wk met 


twelve Apoſtles, yet we are not to exclude other ipal 


from the Honour mention'd in the Text, taken in 2Bving 
larger Senſe. The loweſt Degree of heavenly Ho-Wnd R 
nour carrieth in it a Likeneſs to Chriſt, and is in-WBody 


finitely above the higheſt Step of Earthly Prefer-MMChrif 


ment and Glory. Piller 
hat t 

2. Im in the next Place to ſhow you how tlie ge liv 
Sons of God ſhall be like Chriſt, with reſpect u from 
their Bodies. This Part of their Likeneſs to Chritorta 


lies in theſe Qualities, | Bake 


Wcwed 
(1.) In Immortality. Hope: 
(2.) In the Indiſſolubleneſs of the Union then ld 1 
will be between their Souls and Bodies. er Bi 
(3.) In Beauty. 
(4 In Strength and Activity. 
(5) In Spirituality. 


(1.) In Immortality. Chriſt being true and per: 


he died; but he roſe again, and ſo, tho' he was 
once dead, yet is alive, and ever liveth to make 
Interceſſion for us, Rev. 1i. 8. and Heb. vii. 25. 
Now Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, dieth no more; 
Death hath no more Dominion over him, Rom. vi. 9. 
Chriſt by Death hath fully diſcharg'd our Debts 
and therefore is not liable to the Arreſt of another 
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Planted together with him in the Likeneſs of his — Aſlura 
— 


JL 55] 


ot to i they may be alſo in the Likeneſs of his Reſurreftion, 
acges, Rom. vi. 5. This is true in a literal, as well as in 
to the ſk metaphorical Senſe. I apprehend the Text prin- 
other {ipally regards the Soul, its dying unto Sin, and 
n in iring unto God, in Conformity to Chriſt's Death 
Ind Reſurre&ion : But this Likeneſs extends to the 
ody as well as the Spirit; for as the Body of 
briſt aroſe to inherit a bleſſed Immortality, ſo he 
vill raiſe and immortalize the Bodies of his Saints, 
hat they may live together with him, for becauſe 
ee liveth, we ſhall live alſo. As his Reſurrection 
rom the Dead is the Cauſe of ours, ſo is his Im- 
Hortality the Cauſe of ours; If Chriſt lived not to 
Bake Interceſſion for us, and to ſupport our re- 
ewed Lite, it wou'd ſoon expire and fruſtrate our 
Hopes. He is the Reſurrection and the Life, as he 
old Martha when under Concern for the Death of 
er Brother Lazarus, John xi. 25. He is not only 
he Efficient, but the Exemplary Cauſe of the Re- 
rrection and Life of Believers; His Members 
hall not only be rais'd and live by him, but they 
hall be rais'd, and live like him, 1 Cor. xv. 53. 
Wor this Corruptible muſt put on Incorruption, and this 
Mortal muſt put on Immortality; Then ſhall Death be 
allowed up in Victory, and Mortality ſhall be fwall;wed. 


I R n 
AE e e e 


he wah in Life. And the Saints being got above the 
male Reach of Death, ſhall ſing their Epinicia, their 


Friumphant Songs in the Senſe of their Victory, 


© Death, where is thy Sting! Oh Grave, where is thy 
ictor)“ Incorruptibleneſs is an inſeparable Pro- 
erty of glorified Bodies; They will be raiſed ſound, 

{ nd ſubject to no Diſeaſe that may threaten a Se- 
Fond Diſſolution. The King of Terrors ſhall ne- 
mbers. er again quarter in their Habitations, or recover 
to die heir Bodies into his Poſſeſſion. Here their Lives 
of his re tubje& to Bondage through Fear of Him, but 
ve been after the Reſurrection they ſhall rejoyce in the 
Death, M ſſurance of a perpetual Freedom, not only from 
IL D 4 his 
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Unions in this, that it ſhall never end. 
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1 ä | 
his Sting and Stroke, but from any Dread of h (3. 
Approach. Jonah was rais'd but from a Three or. 
Days Burial in the Belly of the Whale in the de i 
Ocean, and rais'd {till liable to Corruption; bu re 
we ſhall be rais'd from many Years Rottenneſs au to 
Duſt, and that Duſt ſhall be exalted to a Sun- li ext 
Glory, and that Glory be perpetuated to Eternii ies c 
Immortality is one of the richeſt Jewels in M kin 
Saints Crown; and in this they ſhall reſembiWnd ſi 
Chrilt. Wen, 
( 2.) In the Indiſſolubleneſs of the Union between emp 


their glorified Souls and Bodies. Tho' the Bout i 


of Chriſt was for our Sins ſeparated from his Sou the 
and laid in a Sepulchre, yet on the third Day GuWook 
yais'd him from the Dead, having looſed the Pains Wriſt 


Death, becauſe it was not poſſible he ſbou'd be holden Now 
it, Acts ii. 24 And he now remaineth a Prieſt ody, 
ever, being made ſo not after the Law of a carnal (ot to 
mandment, but after the Power of an endleſs Life, Helling 
vii. 16. Hence we may infer the Inſeparability of Conve 
Humane Soul and Body, and of the Humane fronWpeave: 
the Divine Nature, in regard the Eternity of Hut / 
Prieſthood depends upon the Continuance of botiſWous ( 
theſe Unions. So the Union at the Reſurrectinody « 
between thoſe long parted Friends, the Souls as the 
Bodies of the Saints, ſhall never be diſſolv'd or bu Can. 
ken, but abideth for ever. The Conjugal Unio ke tt 
will ceaſe then, for there will be no Marrying, Much 3 
giving in Marriage; we ſhall be as the Angels qWrrect 
God, and know one another no more after ti irmai 
Fleſh: Moral Unions in ſinful Confederation wil" fo 
be all broke. Artificial Unions will end in the g lea, 
ne ral Fire, but the Union that ſhall be made aff rife 


the Reſurrection, between the Souls and Bodies 
Believers, ſhall have the Preheminence of all oth 


the Di 
( 3.) [{Weauti 
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| of hi (z.) In Beauty and Glory, Brightneſs and Splen- 
Three Mor. bo (ſhall change our vile Body, that it may be 
he dee bond lite unto his glorious Body, according to the 
n ; bu Vorking whereby he is able even to ſubdue all Things 
ils a Himſelf, Phil. iii. 21. We learn from this 
Fun- li ext both the preſent and future State of the Bo- 
terniiſ ies of Believers. Here their Bodies are vile, near 
in kin to Corruption; we dwell in Houſes of Clay, 
eſemb Ind ſmell Rank of the Earth from whence we were 
len, and by ſeveral Gradations of noiſome Di- 
betwee empers and Infirmities are brought down to it. 
ze Bout in the Future State they ſhall be conform'd 
1is Saul the Body of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt their Head. 
ay G ook what a Body for Brightneſs and Glory Jeſus 
Pains {hriſt hath, ſuch Bodies ſhall his Members have. 


holden ow ſuch is the Luſtre and Beauty of Chriſt's 
Prieſt ¶ ody, that the Sun in its Meridian Brightnels is 
nal Ou ot to be compared with it. When St. Paul was 
e, Helling a King of Chriſt's Appearance to him at his 
ty of onverſion, he ſays he ſaw in the Way a Light from 
ne fru eaven above the Brightneſs of the Sun, ſhining round 
y of Hut him, Acts xxvi. 13. The Sun is the moſt glo- 
of bol ious Creature we ever ſaw, yet the Glory of the 
᷑rrect ody of Chriſt as far exceeds the Glory of the Sun, 
ouls aus the Glory of the Sun exceeds the T'winkling of 
| or bu Candle. Now the Bodies of Believers ſhall be 


ke this glorious Body of Jeſus Chriſt in Glory. 


Unia 
Such a Luſtre will Chriſt put upon 'em at the Re- 


ying, Muc 

9 urrection, that they ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the 
fter ti irmament, Matth. xv. 43. Then ſhall the Rightecus 
ion vi ine forth as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father. 
the ge lea, faith St. Auſtin, the Brightneſs of the glo- 
made i ried Body ſhall as much excell the Sun, as the 
zodies E Sun doth in Brightneſs excell our Bodies.“ 
all ot Mur Bodies are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 


ind he will not let his Temple always be hid in 
tne Duſt and Rubbiſh, but will build it again, and 
(3.) Heautify it, and make it far more illuſtrious than 

ic 
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it was here; even as the latter Temple of Jeruſ 
lem had greater Glory than the former. Our 5; 
dies in the ſecond Impreſſion will be of a fair 
Print, free from Blots and Blurs, gilt and flouriſh! 
wherein we ſhall read more famous Characters 
Power and Love: In this Life the Body is undi 
many Marks of Sin, that both afflict and deforlf 
it; Tis liable to many Diſeaſes, Crookedneſs, Dill 
locations of Bones, Excreſcencies and other Acll 
dents that are its Diſparagement, and mar ii 
Comelineſs : And if it eſcape theſe, yet the Writ 
kles of Old Age do at length wither its BeaurM 
but in the Reſurre&ion Chriſt will free it from ai 
the Injuries and Effects of Sin, and put upon it ſuf 
a tranſcendent and undecaying Beauty, as neithe 
Nature nor Art can match or parallel; for th 
ſhall be faſhion'd like unto the glorious Body of thili 
Lord Jeſus. wer of 

(4.) In Strength and Activity. Here tis a wei, but 
and crazy Body, clogg'd with thoſe groſs Humou ard 5. 
that make it weak and heavy. Beſides, many diHriſt in 
in Infancy before they arrive at their full Streng; anc 
whilſt others are made decrepit by Old Age, a the 1 
ſurvive their Strength. But in the ReſurreciuMWintair 
all the Bodies of Believers ſhall arrive at PerfectionWriſt fr 
There ſhall be no more an Infant of Days, nor aiWpſc, ſe 
Old Man. Our bleſſed Saviour died and roſe eſtles 
gain, and aſcended into Heaven, when his Bodjoliles 
was in its full Strength, about the 33d Year of hiWwertu 
Age. And we may gather from hence what tix]MW(s.) I 
Apoſtle aſſerts in 1 Cor. xv. 43. I is ſown in Neat Boc 
neſs, it is rais'd in Power or Strength. It appeal By 
plainly enough that the Bodies of the Saints in th the 1 
preſent State are frail and weak, and ſo weak that mare! 
they can't ſubſiſt a few Days without the SupportMr any 
of the Creatures; but how ſtrong, ſprightly, anden ho! 
healthful muſt they be, when they ſhall continueMeavenl! 
everlaſtingly without Meat and Drink, or any on unity 
| Helps 
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JeruMips, without which this frail Life can't keep it 
ur from Corruption? Phyficians and Natural Phi- 


2 fain bers will tell you that the Body here is in a con- 
ariſhWual Flux, ſome Parts are always flying off by 
ters WManſpiration, which are ſupplied by the Acceſſion 
und de Parts from the Nouriſhment we take. Na- 


defordlif 


e is conſtantly employ'd in generating new Blood, 
[s, DIY 


irits, and new Particles of Fleſh to recruit her 


r Ace Stock, without which ſhe wou'd ſoon languiſh. 
gar it in the Reſurrection our Bodies will be ſup- 
Wii red in their full Strength, Stature and Vigour 
eautyf the Power of God in an Incorruptible Life. 


dd will do that eminently Himſelf for us, in an 

ediate Way, which he did in a lower Degree 
ore by the Uſe and Miniſtry of the Creatures. 
r the Illuſtration of this, ſee 2 Cor. xiii. 4. Th 
as crucified through Weakneſs, yet he liveth by the 
wer of God : For we alſo are weak in him, or with 
Wn, but we ſhall live with him by the Power of God 
ard you. Firſt we bear the Image of a crucified 


om if 
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Yr the 
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any dWriſt in our Weakneſs, Contempt and Perſecuti- 
reng$ ; and then we bear the Image of a living Chriſt 
ze, au the immortal Lite hereafter, which ſhall be 
recti FMintain'd by that Power of God which raiſed 


fectionWMriſt from the Dead. Tho' the Text, in its direct 
nor aWſc, ſeems to regard the Powerful Effects of the 
roſe M oſtles Miniſtry, whereby it appear d that the 
s Bodi hoſtles were ſtrong and powerful, like a living 


r of hi werful Saviour. 

1at ti-(5.) In Spirituality, 1 Cor. xv. 44. It is ſown a Na- 
Meal Body, it is rais'd a Spiritual Body. By a Spi- 
LppearſW-a! Body we are not to underſtand that the Body 
in the the Reſurrection ſhall be transform'd into an 
ak that material Spirit, for then there wou'd be no Body, 
upportWr any Diſtinction between Soul and Body, and 
y, anden how cou'd we in our Bodies partake of the 
ntinueMeavenly Glory? But there ſhall be a greater 
y other MWunity or Nearneſs to the Nature and Properties 


Helps, | of 


ON IN IR — 


7 * Wann n > K 
7 * * 3 , N 0 * $5 wy 2 y * " * ” n 
* N 1 wg 3 Fo TY 1 , 42 mw. x T0 Ry n 8 N. n * 9 Pee? , 09 K 
5 ee 77 * Fs 1 4 5 
o 1 o - es - 
e s 

0 

1s * 
' . , * 


of a Spirit in the Qualities or Properties of 
glorified Body; and allo a full and entire Subject 


of the Body to the perfected Spirit, without ai , N 
Reluctance or Diſlike. Or, it may refer to H 5. 
more full Inhabitation of the Virtue and Vigo 
of God's Spirit in our Bodies, quickning and 1. 
ever ſuſtaining them without any Aſſiſtance of vil R 
Animal Faculties. So that the Body ſhall on (I.) 
in ſome of its Qualities, reſemble a Spirit; it H 14: 
be ſtrong and vivid, brisk and active, quick M hriſt 
ſubtle, pure and ſublime like a Spirit. All the M of 
culent earthly Parts that indiſpos'd it for Spirit oly,” 
Operations ſhall be ſeparated from it, and it at i 
be refin'd and made fitter for Spiritual Work, fall 
be a Help, and not an Hindrance to the Spirit 
Operations. As St. Auſtin ſaith, Sicut Hirind pe 
carni ſerviens non incongrue carnalis, ita caro Spiri..r H 
ſervieus rectè appellatur ſpiritualis. Like as th ing a1 
Spirit ſerving the Fleſh is not unaptly call'd Calif (2.) 
nal; ſo the Fleſh ſerving the Spirit, is rigiW:ratic 
& call'd Spiritual.” fs 5 not 
Now the more Spiritual the Body is, the lily De 
it is ro Chriſt, who will be to it a quickning Spiess of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Head of the Elect, is ordain fer © 
God to be the Fountain and Author of a Spirit Hor O. 
and Eternal Lite, by the Communication of his Marth 
rit, Which reſtoreth Life unto the Dead, and e wil 
ſerveth it in them perpetually. As he now, ſi the H 
his Reſurrection, hath a Spiritual Body Himk 
fo ſhall he give the like Bodies to all {uch as 2. 
ſcend from him by a Spiritual Regeneration. F partly 
each Adam doth communicate to his Oft-ſpri (1. 
the One by Nature, the other by Grace, that Hi x.) 
he hath of his own. | the F. 
Thus having ſhewed you in what Reſpect: i 2. 
Saints in the Future State ſhall be like Chriſt ; N have 
proceed in the next Place to aſſign ſome REASO as to 


of the Point, which are of two Sorts. Wh 
| 3 
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S of til. Why our future Happineſs is placed partly in 
ubjctll - 2 Reſemblance of Chriſt. N 71 
10ut a. Why the Apoſtle placeth it partly in ſeeing 
r to th him az he is. Bb $7 
| Vigoy . 905 
and 1. Why is our future Happineſs placed partly 
N , 2 Reſemblance of Chriſt ? 

all onh 


(i.) Becavſe Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Purchaſer of 
: r Happineſs, is the Pattern of it. Like as Jeſus 
uick ahriſt is the Pattern of our Holineſs, ſo he will be 
11 the o of our Happineſs. If we be Holy, as he was 
Spirity Joly, we ſhall certainly be Happy, as he is Happy; 
d it Mat is, with a Happineſs of the ſame Kind, tho” 


; it ſl 


ork, N fall ſhort in Degree. For as the Happineſs of 
8 Spit hriſt lies in perfectly Knowing, perfectly Loving, 
4 Spiri nd perfectly Enjoying his Father and Himſelf; ſo 

0 SpiriWur Happineſs ſhall lie in perfectly Knowing, Lo- 
10 ing and Enjoying the Father and Him. 

d Ct 


( 2.) Becauſe we receive our Happineſs by Parti- 
pation from him. The Spring of our Happineſs 
s not in our ſelves, but in him, and we have it 


S right 


the My Derivation from him. As at preſent of his Ful- 
1g Spiess of Grace we receive Grace for Grace, ſo here- 
dain dWfer of his Fulneſs of Glory ſhall we receive Glory 
SpirituWor Glory. Tis probable, that as Chriſt was on 


f his Marth a Mediator of Redemption, ſo in Heaven 


and ce will be a Mediator of Fruition, through whom 

25 * the Heavenly Glory will be communicated to us. 
imk 14 . 

Ch as d 


2. Why doth the Apoſile place our Happineſs 
partly in ſeeing Chriſt as he is? 1 
(J.) For Diſtinction. To diſtinguiſh it from 
1.) The Sight of him they had, who ſaw him in 
the Fleſh ; which is a Diſtin&ion as to the Object. 
2.) To diſtinguiſh it from the Sight of him they 
have who ſee him by Faith; which is a Diſtinction 
as to the Mode or Way of ſeeing him. 


:.) To 
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1.) To diſtinguiſh our future Sight of Chil 
from that Sight of him they had who ſaw him 
the Fleſh, which is a Diſtinction as to the Objt 
We ſhall ſee him as he is, that is, in his State; 
Exaltation and Glory; not as he was in the Fon 
of a Servant in his State of Humiliation. And th 
Sight of Chriſt will be an Anſwer to Chriſt's Pray 
to his Father, John xvii. 24. Father, I will that i 
alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me where I u 
that they may behold my Glory, which thou haſt gin 
me. We ſhall not ſee Chriſt ſuffering Reproad 
and the Contradiction of Sinners againſt himſel 
We ſhall not ſee him arraign'd, judg'd, condemn 
number'd with Tranſgreflors, and crucify'd wit 
Malefactors: We ſhall not ſee him as a Priſoner y 
the Bar, but a Judge upon his Bench, judging a 
condemning his Enemies, that wou'd not that 
| ſhou'd reign over them: We ſhall not ſee hin 
riding upon an Aſs, but fitting as King upon hi 
Throne, triumphing over Principalities and Poy 
ers: We ſhall not ſee him derided, mocked, pi 
upon as a Worm, and no Man, but as a conquerin 
glorious Prince dragging his Enemies at his Ch 
riot-Wheels, leading Captivity captive, admit 
by his Saints, and magnified in them that belie e 
We ſhall ſee him as he is the Brightneſs of his Full 
ther's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon 
upholding all Things by the Word of his Powe 
and fitting down on the Right-Hand of the Mi 
jeſty on high: We ſhall ſee that he is highly «WM 
_ alted, and has a Name above every Name, and all: 
the Angels of God worſhipping him, and ever 
Knee bowing to him both of Things in Heaven 
and Things on Earth, and Things under the Earth: 
We ſhall ſee his Enemies tremble before him, bi 
Saints rejoycing in him, and making his Praik 

glorious. 
2.) Te 
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Ch¹ 2.) To diſtinguiſh it from the Sight of him they 
him ve who ſee him by Faith; which is a Diſtincti- 
Obi s to the Mode of ſeeing him. There's no 
State tting above Faith in this World, but in Hea- 
e Fon Faith, conſidered as a means, is ſwallow'd 
\nd iin Poſſeſſion. The Sight on Earth is nothing 


Compariſon with the Sight they ſhall have at 
s Appearance, when he will expreſs himſelf in 
Fulneſs of Love and Glory to his Members. 


; Pray 
that . 


re I , 
ft 9 oth the vaſt Diſtance that lies between the Eye 
proad Faith and the Objects of it, and the Darkneſs 


the Subject, in which the Eye of Faith is plant- 

doth much obſtruct our Sight; but when this 
iſtance and Darkneſs is removed, and we ſhall 
brought into a State of Nearneſs to thoſe glo- 
us Objects, which before we only ſaw afar off, 


11mſ{el 
demn| 
d Wit 
{oner 1 


In 1 

* Id by an imperfect Light, how clear and ſatisfy- 
ee iu will our View of em be! The Lite of Faith 
pon h J confeſs, more noble than the Life of corpo- 
d pol Senſe, but 'tis far inferior to the Life of Glo- 
ed, fi For in two Reſpects the Heavenly Viſion 
queri ers from and exceeds the Sight of Faith. 

is C (1.] "Tis intuitive, that is, the Mind directly re- 
admit eth the Form of the Thing from it ſelf. The 
beliebt of Faith is like ſeeing a Thing in a Glaſs, 
his Ei ich we ſee only at ſecond Hand, and by an im- 
Perla ect Repreſentation. But the Sight of Glory is a 
Povel ect beholding the Objects themſelves, which gives 
he Mi more perfect Conceptions and Apprehenſions of 
hly er than the Mind hath or can have by any H iſto- 


and all Narration or a Relation of them by which 
1 ever" judgeth of em. \ 
z.] Tis experimental, a Sight of Experience. 


2 natural Philoſopher has a diftering Knowledge 
im. hl Honey by the Taſte of it, from what he could 
- Praiſeſ'® from a Speculation only. Travelling in a fo- 


gn Country gives a Man Ideas of it very diffe- 
g from what barely looking on the Map of it 
wil 


2.) To 
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will afford him, So all Repreſentations and Diſe ine 
veries of the Heavenly World, by Reports al: glc 
Words, fall infinitely ſhort of an Experience of . ereſc 
Enjoyment of that World. 1 Glory 
The Apoſtle makes our future Happineſs to lMMorific 
in ſeeing Chriſt as he is, the 

ss of 

(2.) For Exaltation, to enhance the Price a 2.) 

Value of it in our Thoughts. And this doth hriſt 
pear, | . ed! 
1.) From the Object ſeen, for the Excellen the 
of the Object enobles the Sight. Now, tho' I Dom 
not apprehend that we ſhall ſee the Eſſence of Gd no 
no doubt we ſhall ſee the moſt perfect ManifeſaHance, 
tions of his Glory and Love; but the divine maziiifiſhe Ey 
feſtative Glory is a created Glory; and if it be it hei 
created Glory, tis probable that *ris the Perfect take 
of the whole Univerſe, for this is the greateſt creMWhs on 
ted Glory of God; the whole containing all tiMithou 
Parts and their Perfections in itſelf, and the Gl eligh. 
of the moſt excellent Part is leſs than the Glory ¶ em. 
the Whole. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, as a Man is a Pa Hill the 
yet the moſt excellent Part of the Univerſe ; ther ey ſh: 
fore his Glory, as Man, is leſs than the Glory dMWnetra 
the Whole; and the ſame may we ſay of the Gl ſee 
of the Heavens. Tis probable therefore that ti hat t 
Glory of the finite World is underſtood and ſcarougt 
by ſome finite Underſtanding ; that Angels ha 


alt t 
ſome Acquaintance with the Fabrick of the wholWeem. 


World; and that God doth not impreſs his Imaꝗ Chr 

upon his Creatures, and adorn the World with hWrth E 

om, to be ſeen and underſtood only by Himſel 

Now the Souls of Believers ſhall be Partakers 8 

this Angelical Bleſſedneſs, Luke xx. 36. Tho", a 

cording to their differing Capacities there will H Let | 
_ differing Degrees of this Knowledge, and covl*Wleſſedr 

quently diftering Degrees of Love and Joy. Bulls to 


amongſt all the Works of God, the Glory 4 i | 
ivin 
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DiſcoWhrine Perfections ſhine no where fo clearly, as iii 
ts ae glorified Perſon, of Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator; 
of ti erefore tis not improbable that to behold this 
Glory of Chriſt in the Heavens, together with his 
; to HMorified Body, I mean his Church triumphant, will 
che chief Part of the future Glory and Bleſſed 
Ws of the Saints. | | £2288 


ice a2.) From the Organ by which we ſhall ſee 
oth ap{Whriſt ; and that is a glorified Eye acting in a glo- 


0 10 F zom 1 ſhall ſee fur my ſelf, aud mine Eyes ſhall behold, 
t 


it be 
r fectio 1 


{t cre 


all cMithout Difficulty, and with full Contentment and 
e GlonWelight ; yea not only to look, but to live upon 
Jlory dem. And what ſweet and powerful Impreſſions 
3 a Pan il the Heavenly Objects make upon us, when 
then ey ſhall be taken in by a glorified Eye that can 
zlory ¶ netrate into their Worth and Excellency, as well 
e Glo {ce their Brightneſs and Glory, I might add, 


that hat the Glory of God the Father ſhall be ſeen 


nd ſcaWrough Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator, which ſhou'd_ 
els hanWalt the Value of the Beatifick Viſion in our 
21 ſteem. As God brought us Home to Himſelf 
5 Imagt 


y Chriſt, ſo he will hereafter through Chriſt givs 


with 1Wrth Himſelf to us. 

Iimſel 8 thy | 

1 oy The Application: 
0, 4 


will Let me exhort and perſuade you to ſeek this 
conſe leſſedneſs of the Sons of God, that lies in a Like- 
. * is to Chriſt, and in ſeeing him as he is, which 
OD”: nn 7: 12 
divine | 


* IN. 


is to be done by your giving all Diligence to be 
made Partakers of thoſe Piſpoſitions and Qualij. 
cations of Mind and Life, that will prepare and ff 
Ä» 1 3 
And 1 ſhall preſs upon you this Exhortation with 
the following Motiv es. 1 
1. There is as great a Moral Certainty d 
a bleſſed State remaining as can rationally be e 
pected. It hath ſuch Evidence as an Object a 
Faith is capable of. Every Creature informs u 
there is a God; and if God be, he is Wiſe, Hoh 
and Juſt, and is obliged by the Perfection of his 
own Nature, and a Regard to his own Glory a 
Governour of the World, to call Men to an Ac. 
count, and as Judge to diſpenſe proper Re ward 
and Punifhments. any 1 
But to lay before you a few Arguments for thi 
Exiſtence of a State of future Bleſſedneſs. be 
(r.) If there was not a State of Bleſfedneſs for the 
Godly after this Life, then Men are made in vain; 
or at leaſt to very little Purpoſe; for there's no ar 
riving at the chief End of his Creation in this Life 
*Tis impoſſible for Man to be happy according w 
the Worth and Excetlency of his Nature in tht 
Enjoyments of this World. The Fore-knowledg 
of Death, without any other Allay, is enough to 
embitter any Happineſs that muſt end in it; and 
in ſome Senſe a Beaſt wou'd be more Happy that 
a Man, for it knoweth not that it muſt die. 
But ĩs it likely that God, who makes not the leak 
Creature in vain, ſhou'd make Man, ſo excellent 1 
Creature in vain? Is it likely he ſhou'd employ hi 
Almighty Power and Infinite Wiſdom in making 
a Being capable of doing him perpetual Honour 
tor the meer momentary Buſineſs of Life? Is it not 
more likely to be his Intention to join him to thoſe 
ipiritual Natures, that ſhall attend him for wy 
* * ly 


ernit) 
Cre 
(3.) * 
ects | 
; iſten 
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to ell; is it probable a Beaſt ſhou'd be more happy 


hualif-han's Man? If it had been the End of our Crea- 
and fr ion to eat and drink, to ſleep and play, and con- 


Serſe with ſenſual Objects, worſe Souls wou'd have 

n withcrv'd for theſe Purpoſes than thoſe that God has 
Wiven us. The Sum is, that the very Excellency 

nty off the human Faculties, eſpecially that whereby 
be elan hath a Proſpect and conſiderate Anticipation 
ject af Death, renders the Good of Senſe leſs good, de- 
ms u ghtful and pleaſant to him than to the very Beaſts; 
Hoh Which is a ſtrong moral Evidence that there is an 
of hisWnmortal Soul in Man, for which an Immortal 
lory {ood is reſerv'd, becauſe it ſeems not ſuitable to 
an Ac. e divine Wiſdom and Oeconomy, that the Brutes 
ewarG}Wou'd have a greater Felicity than Man; yet ſo it 
Puſt be if the Object of Man's Fruition was only 

for the ſenſible * and after Death nothing was to 

> expected. 3 

for t 0 God Ss Love to his Friends proves the Exiſtence 
in vain the future Blefledneſs. Were there no ſuch State, 
no at-. s Love wou'd ceaſe to Act before they ceas'd to 
is Life ; and he wou'd ſeem to remain in Debt to ſome 
ding wie his Friends, I mean the Martyrs. I make it our 
in thus: The holy Martyrs, out of a fervent Love 

wiedg I God, laid down their Lives for him, when they 
ugh tight have ſav'd them; and ſo witneſſed, they loved 
it; aud to the Death. Now if God did not love em 
py thauß yond Death and the Grave, and expreſs his Love 


ie. advancing them to a State of perfect Happineſs, 
he lea l Love wou'd ceaſe before theirs, and he wou'd 
ellent ¶ m to be a Debtor-to them. But the Love of Ged 


ploy hi Everlaſting, and therefore the Saints, and eſpeci- 
making Wy the Martyrs ſhall have a ſweet Senſe of it to 
Jonout, Wernity” He who is Love it ſelf can't be behind 
Is it not Creatures in Point of Love. 
to thoſe 3.) The Fore-taſtes of this Blefſedneſs, and the 
r ever! fects of the Belief of it are a Conviction of its 
OrFiltence, *T'was this that ſupported the * 
2 Under 
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under extreme Sufferings, and fill'd their Mou 
with Songs of Praiſe: Which natural Force an 
Vigour, a Generoſity of Spirit, or Obſtinacy | 


Mind cou'd not have done. I was this that mai 
em deſpiſe the Vanities of the lower World. I 
Hopes of this bleſſed State of Immortality weight 


more with them, than Crowns and Scepters, Mon 
and Lands. Now how hard and unreaſonable is 


to make all the Heroick Actions of the Martyrs, tu 
noble Contempt of the World, their Manly Rei 
ſals of Deliverance on ſinful Terms, their cheer 
Embracing the Stake, and their inſuperable Cf 
rage and Patience under all the Qutrages of il 
placable Enemies: I ſay, how unreaſonable is i 


make all theſe the Effects of Deluſion, or the Wat 
ings of a diſtemper'd Fancy! They muſt bet 
Exerciſes and Effects of Faith, and that Faith m 
have an Object ſuitable to ir; Otherwiſe had th 
Hope in Chriſt only in this Life, they wou'd bet 
all Men moſt miſerable. FEE 
-  (4-) If there was no State of Bleſſedneſs after ti 
Lite, it wou'd follow that the natural Deſires oft 
Soul of Man wou'd be fruſtrate, namely the Deſi 
of Perfection and Happineſs, in a Freedom from! 
ſery, and a Poſſeſſion ct ſubſtantial and eternal God 
Which Deſires being not Sinful, but Innocent on 
and formed by the Author of Nature, who dothn 
thing in vain; They will certainly be fulfill'd, up 
due Qualifications, if Men don't fruſtrate th 
themſelves, by refuſing the higheſt Good, and tali 
up with interior Things. But there is nothing! 
content theſe Deſires to be found on Earth, it ml 
be therefore ſought in Heaven. They can't be 
18 in this Life, therefore they muſt in a fut 
ite. | | 
FC.) The Governing Juſtice of God requireth tit 
there be a future Life of Retribution; for as it 
hoveth God to puniſh the Bad, ſo alſo to rea 
| N A tl 
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1 
e Good; but if God do not this in another Life, 
nacy never doth it; for in this Life the Wicked often 
it m uriſh, while the Juſt are aflited, Pſ. xxxvii. 35. 
4 herefore as God 1s Juſt, there remaineth another 
weigh fe, Wherein the Souls of the Faithful axe re- 
Nen arded for Well-doing. | | 
ble (6.) The God of Truth wou'd never uſe a Lye 
rs H Motive to excite us to religious Duties; but 
y Re thing is more clear than that God doth make uſe 
chen che Hope of a bleſſed Immortality to ſet Men 
le C Work in their Duty; and if there was no ſuch 
8 of iate, then the Buſineſs of Religion wou'd be car- 
e is it! ed on by a F alſehood. This wou'd ſubvert the 
e Wal hole Fabrick of Chriſtianity, make God a Liar, 
d the Goſpel a Piece of Impoſture. But if God 


Mout 


Ce ar 


) 
L 


ſt bet) : 
Ach d the Goſpel be true, it is true alſo that there 
had ui State of Happineſs on the other ſide Death, 


14 bel hich juſtifies all the Saints Hopes, and their La- 
; Pur, Pains and Hardſhips, and Sufferings in order 
after u obtain a Part in it. | Haw 
3 (7.) 1 may ſafely ſay, to the Honour of God' 8 
e Dei race and Infinite Mercy, that according to our 
Rk onceptions, God wou'd not be happy, if he did 
11 Coll” make them happy alſo whom he loves; for then 
ent al wou d not have his Will, which is that they 
goth bom he loves ſhou'd be happy with him. 
d, ug By theſe Arguments is the Certainty of the future 
ag leſſedneſs proꝰ d. So that I am not ſtirring you up 
1d tall labour for that which is not, or to take Pains for 
[maginary Happineſs; bur for that which is as 


othing 

4 i rttain and real as it is great and glorious. If we 
* ben deceived in believing another State of Happineſs 
a funf the Godly, I dread not to aver that God Him- 


If hath deceived us, and that be far from the tri 

- oth ch nd faithful God. ale) ance 

as it i „ f: N 

0 re 2 This future Bleſſedneſs is abundantly 

* With all your Diligence and Endeayours. It w 
„ cou 


Sight of the future Glory will do, they give us oi 


neſs of the future Bleſſedneſs; and the Greatne, 


rious! Eſpecially when we ſee ſo many good Thing 


what he has laid up and prepared for em: Propared 


: r 
cou'd ſpeak with thoſe perfected Spirits that are a 
riv'd at it, they wou'd certainly tell us ſo; and ha{ 


their Diligence, and act at an higher Rate of Vigo te 
and Zeal to enſure a Title and Poſſeſſion of 2” 
than they did before. Do not they wonder at then 
ſelves they ſhou'd do no more for it, move no (i 
ſter towards it, wreſtle no harder for it, live nl 
more in the believing Thoughts and delightful Co 
templations of it? Oh our Stupidity, Ignorana 
Enmity to our own eternal Welfare, that we ſhout: 
need Incentives to quicken us to purſue our o 


Happineſs! That Men who have immortal Sou Goc 
to provide for, ſhou'd act at fo ſluggiſh a Rat s 
as if endleſs Bleſſedneſs with God had no Men 


tractives init! I own it is not manifeſt what we ſhal 
be; Words are not Means of an Extent larg 
enough to convey to the Underſtanding what thi 


ſome ſuperficial Hints of Things. Yet we can ſi 
enough, if ye will be faithful to your ſelves, to dray 
forth your utmoſt Endeavours, and to engage al 
your Care and Diligence to obtain this Glory. 

To this End let me give you a Sketch of the Great 


thereof will in ſome Meaſure appear by the fol 
lowing Particulars. 5 Lp, 4 
(..) This ſenſible World is enrich'd by God witli 
a great Variety of good Things made tor our Bl 
nefit and Comfort. There are innumerable mort 
than are neceſſary for our Support, which are there 
fore made for our Delight. And have we not then 
Reaſon to think that the Effects of God's Love ii 


Heaven, that divine World, will be far more gl 


are given to God's Enemies; and that thoſe given 
to his Friends, are but Fore-taſtes and Pledges 0! 


. * 
* 


© how the Magnificence of his Love, not our Me- 


* ts, but his own infinite Bounty. If God main- 
1out ah ch mph: with ſo much Coſt; If thoſe that 
Vie de him fare [o well, and are entertain'd with 
| of it orn and Wine, and all the Rarities of N ature, 
then the Quinteſſence of the Creature; How rich 


no H the Preparations God hath made for his Friends? 


live od how ſhall thoſe be entertain'd who love him, 
11 Cd are beloved by him, whom he hath ſet as a 
m__ on-his Arm, and engraven on the Palms of 
chou! Hands? Are they cloathed and fed, and that 
ur ou ich the fineſt of the Wheat, who deſpiſe the Riches 
Sau God's Goodneſs, and abuſe his Gifts and Bleſ- 
Rate 85, Are ſuch a8 theſe planted In the midſt | of 
1 ke Wcenty 2 Do they wax fat and ſhine? Jer. v. 28. 
ve ſhal o the Tabernacles of Robbers proſper? Are they 
t Hug provoke God ſecure, into whoſe Hands God 
hat tu ingeth abundantly? How much more plentifully 
_ the) be fed with hidden Manna; how much 
can fre reſplendently ſnall they ſhine in the Glory of 
0 cir Father, who ſpent their Days in admiring, 
| ailing, and glorifying him for the Riches of his 


zage al | | . 

My oodneſs ? Doth Dives, a COVetous Muck-worm, 
Ens re deliciouſly every Day, whilſt poor Lazar is 
: eatrellesing at his Door for Alms, and glad to be a 


llow-Commoner with the Dogs, that lick up the 
rumbs that fall from their Maſter's Table 2 How 
ll they fare who willingly renounce the Pomp 
d Vanities of the World, and forego the Profits 
d Pleaſures of it for the Love of God, and the 
opes of a better? _ | N 
(2.) Conſider who is the Author and Beſtower of 


the fol 


od will 
our Be 
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ge h is Bleſſedneſs, and it is God, which is an Argu- 
ore gl ent of its Greatneſs ; For God always acts like 
Thing imſelf, eſpecially where he intends to diſplay his 
ſe given oyal State and Munificence, If a Prince make 
SA} veaſt as Abaſuerus did, to ſhow the Riches of his * 
4 arellingdom, and the Honour of his Majeſty, it will | 
1 5 4 8 be il 


be exceeding coſtly, plentiful and ſplendid, accord 


modeſtly ſaid, Ten were enough.” To wha 


vices, but gives to us as a God. *Tis ſaid, Ht, 
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ing to the State of a King. As a Man is, ſo is ih 
Strength, and ſo he acts. If God fer himſelf i 
make a Creature Happy, that Happineſs mult li 
TEeat, anſwerable to his own Greatneſs. God n 
wards his faithful Servants, not according to th 
Dignity of their Works, but his own Liberaliy 
As Alexander having order'd fifty Talents of Gol 
to be given to a Gentleman in Poverty to ſupply hy 
Wants : He, ſurpriz'd with that immenſe Bouny 


S One 


Alexander reply d, © If Fifty are too much for yu 
4% to receive, Ten are too little for me to girl 
< therefore do you receive as Poor; I will give alfffÞþleſſed 
« a King“ | Thus God, in diſpenſing his Favourreely 
doth not reſpe& the Meanneſs of our Perſon or SMorts 
Purch: 
On tl 
hat 


xi. 16. Wherefore God is not aſhamed to be called thi 
God, his People's God, for he hath prepared for u 


a City. Tis a very high and emphatical Expreſſon d G 
It intimates, that the Portion God hath provideliively 
in Heaven for holy Souls is every Way ſo full a No 
great, that there is no Reaſon upon that Account tuDiffer 
God ſhou'd diſown his Relation to em as their by er 
and Father. Which Relation he wou'd be aſham in val 
of, if he had not made ſuitable Preparations for en ritanc 
Such is the Heavenly Glory in which the belierii berita 
Patriarchs liv'd after Death, that God took it to and I 
no way unbeſeeming his Majeſty to be called theiWvenly 
ji > ye Wn oo rad Hcend 
(3+) This Portion of the Saints was prepar'd ii doth 
God's eternal Counſel before the Foundation of . Ejfigi 
World was laid, Mat. xxv. 34. The firſt WorlWin va; 
that God did was to make that Place, that City} he di, 
that Kingdom, whereof Himſelf is Builder, for ti wort! 
Entertainment of his People. Now judge ye, Chi it wo 


ftians, muſt it not be worth your while to ſeek tht 
bleſſed Place and State that the Father, Son, an 
%% do ae 


7 


pirit have been contriving from Eternity 2 Muſt 


accord 
Wot one of the nobleſt Effects of infinite Wiſdom, 


o is hy 
nſelf t 


mult Wind Good? Heaven is not given in Haſte, and un- 
3od r-iefignedly, as an Alms to a Beggar, which is oft of 
to M vall Value; but tis deſign'd and prepar'd in the 
deralinMWHDecree of the great God from Eternity, and that 
ff Go one of the richeſt Tokens of his Love to the 
B00 ect. Of what a valuable Nature is that which 
oungequir'd an eternal Decree, and fo long a Prepara- 
Who ion of the All-wiſe and great Architect? 
for pa (4-) We may meaſure the Glory of Heaven by 
to gin he Price of it, what it coſt, and that was our 


leſſed Saviour's moſt precious Blood. It comes 


give n 
vourMWreely to us, but Chriſt dearly redeem'd it from the 


*avour 


or Se Mortgage that lay upon it. Now the Inheritance 
id, Hiurchas'd muſt bear ſome Proportion to the Price. 
led th On the Negative the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 
1 for u rhat we were not redeemed with, Not with Silver 
Yeflio d Gold, the Price of Earthly Eſtates; but poſi- 
roviddively with an higher Price, even the Blood of Chriſt; 
full a Now what Difference there is in the Price, ſuch a a 
unt th Difference is there in the ſeveral Eſtates purchas'd 
eir by em. As much as the Blood of Chriſt exceeds 
aſham in value Silver and Gold, ſo much doth our Inhe- 


for en ritance in Heaven exceed in Richneſs the beſt In- 


par'd i doth ſurpaſs a Shadow, or a living Man the dead 
2 of 1 Effigies of him. Wou'd Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his Blood 
ſt WorlW in vain, or for ſome trifling Conſideration? Wou'd 
ut City he die for a Worthleſs Thing? And if Heaven was 
for th worth the Blood of a Saviour, ſhall we not deem 
e, Chr it worth the Breath and Pains of Sinners? ia 
el; tha ff cs 1 Doe, | 

on, anl 


ower and Love be ſomething unconceivably Great 


heritances on Earth. Canaan that flow'd with Milk 
and Honey was a Type of Heaven; but the Hea- 
venly Country typified thereby, doth as far tran- 
ſcend the Type in Excellency, as the Subſtance 
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Hh (6s) As the Purchaſe, ſo the Promiſe of Heayy 
Tpeaks it to be a great and excellent Enjoymem, 
for a Promiſe ſuppoſeth the Matter of the Promi 
to be a real Good, and a Promiſe made ſolemiq 
and made to animate Men to encounter great Dj; 
ficulties and Dangers muſt be of ſome great God 
As one ſaith, God, at the Mediation of Chrif 
cc enters into Bond, in the Sight and Preſence 9 


& Angels, to his Beloved enes, that he will gin 
«them what will make em bleſſed.” This 8 
lemnity in the Tranſaction, and his taking Tin 
for Payment, ſhews that the Things promis'd ar; 
exceeding great and precious. God has appointeiiſ 


a ſpecial Day for conferring theſe Rewards, whit 
ſignifies they'll be worthy of God, and will deſerie 
the Attention, Regard and Patience of the whole 


World. | 


_ (6.) If the Happineſs of Heaven was leſs great 


and good than it is, it wou'd not ſatisfy us. Ou 
Deſires are oh a vaſt Capacity ; and if our Portion 
were not anſwerably Great, there wou'd be no &. 
tisfaction, for Satisfaction reſults from proportioned 
Suitableneſs. There ſublunary Things being toy 
little and narrow for our wide and comprehenſive 
Minds, do afford Matter of Vexation and Diſap- 
pointment, but not of Contentment and Reſt. All 
this World 1s not big enough to fill one Heart; 
therefore it muſt be ſomething greater and better 
than the World that is provided of God to fill the 


h 
orld « 
en m 
hich 
forth t 
orld, 


Heavet 
mat ar 
Þ 5 a 


Capacities and Deſires of our Souls, otherwiſe there 
wou'd be no ſuch a Thing as a compleat Happineſs 


attainable by us. 

(J.) That which is the End muſt be of greater 
Conſideration and Value than the Means that con- 
duce to it; yea, tis the End that puts a Value 
upon the Means. Now all the Pleaſures of Duty, 
and all the Diſcoveries of Grace and Love from 
God, arc but Means to an higher End; yet theſe 

| are 
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Heave „ What good Men wou'd not exchange for a 
y menWWrorld of finful Pleaſures or dying Glories ; What 
romii en muſt that Bleſſedneſs, and thoſe Pleaſures be, 


lem hich theſe are leading us to! *T'wou'd not be 


_ 


{1 


eat DiWorch the while of Immortal Spirits to live in this 
t Soo orid, if it were not to be fitted and prepar'd for 
Chrihß better World above, where they ſhall live with 
lence od. Now if the Saints taſte God's Goodneſs ſo 
III gie entifully by the way, what Entertainments will 
his 8 ey have when they come Home: He is now lead- 
g Tim Ig them through an Enemy's Country towards his 
18 d argen Houſe, and tis but reaſonable for em to ex- 
pointed ec to fare better there than here. 


(s.) We may ſee ſomething of the Glories of 
Heaven in the Pavement of it, the ſtarry Heavens 
Pat are expos'd to our Ocular View. With what 
© innumerable Company of glittering Luminaries 


Which 
deſerie 
> Whole 


s great 


the viſible Heaven garniſh'd ! Now it the Pave- 
Our pent or Qutward Court be ſo glorious, how doth 
 ortion We Inward Palace exceed in Glory! Is the Fron- 
no S. piece ſo richly adorn'd, what is there within, in 
tioned . Upper Stories! May we not rationally infer, 
28 to Wat as far as the whole World doth ſurpaſs a dark 
eniive pd narrow Room, ſo much in all Beauty and De- 


Diſav- Wohts doth our expected Place of Bliſs excell the 


t. A hole World? i 

Teart; In a Word, God Himſelf ſhall be the Univer- 
bettet l Felicity of all his Saints, containing in Him- 
ill the elf all particular Felicities without End, Number 
there Er Meaſure. He will be Light to our Under- 


pineſs andings, Contentment to our Wills, and a conti- 


$ual Refreſhment to our Memories, yea, God will 


reater e Al in All. | 

co From theſe Arguments which I have offer'd un- 
Value Wer the ſecond Motive, you can't but conclude that 
Duty, Ihe State of future Bleſſedneſs is emizently Glorious, 


from 
theſe 
are 


Ind is worthy your moſt violent Purſuit. There 


s not only an Immunity from all Evils, both of _ 
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and Puniſhment, but a Concurrence of all deſirahy 
or conceivable Good. Of the Innumerable Con 
pany above there is not one Eye that weeps, ng 
any Breaſt that ſighs, nor one Tongue that con 
plains, nor any Appearance of Grief. There's » 
Infirmity of Body, no Treachery of Friends, 9 
Perfecution from Enemies; Not a Dog to bat 
nor a Serpent to hiſs againſt a Child of God in a 
the heavenly Paradiſe. There's no Satiety of pre. 
ſent Enjoyments, nor So icitude for the futur 
But a conſtant Fulneſs of Joy, and a conſtant Der, 
vation of Aſſiſtance from God to change us fron 
Glory to Glory, and to make our Faculties ſuit 
able to ſuch a tranſcendent and high Condition, 


3. This State of Bleſſedneſs that I'm perſus 
ding you to ſeek is poſſeſs'd by Thouſands, wh 
were once under as great Diſadvantages for gainin 
it as you are. The Heavenly Hoſt of perfected Sy 
rits, who are now ſhining with Crowns on ther 
Heads, and Palms in their Hands, and triumphing 
in the Senſe of that glorious Victory they hat 
obtain'd by the Blood of the Lamb, and the Heh 
of the Spirit, were once ſuch as you, labouring un 
der a Body of Sin and Death, tempted by the De 
vil, allur'd by the World, diſcouraged by the Fleſh: 
They had as many and as potent Enemies to grap 
ple with as you have, and as little ſtrength to male 
Reſiſtance againſt them: They had as many Du 
ties to perform, and as many Difficulties to ei 
counter; and yet notwithſtanding all theſe Diſad: 
vantages, Diſcouragements and Oppoſitions the 
became victorious through the Grace of God, and 
got fate to Heaven. Hereby they demonſtrated, 
that the Terms of Salvation are not impracticable, 

that Heaven is not inacceſſable, nor the Difficulties 
in the Way inſuperable. L 
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Now have we ſuch an Army of valiant Cham- 


leſirab ons before us, who have led the Van, and fought 
© Conde good Fight of Faith, and are more than Con- 
-PS, nag uerors through Chriſt that loved them; and ſhall 
at cone be afraid to venture after them, and loſe the 
ere's ny Day by a cowardly Retreat? Have we ſuch a Cloud 
nds, r Witneſſes in our Eye to encourage us to follow 
0 baiW:cm that have weather'd out as ſharp Conflicts as 


od in al 
of pre 
future 


e are like to be call'd to, and ſhall we loyter, 
End trifle, and loſe Heaven, and our Souls by pre- 
N erring carnal Eaſe and worldly Entertainments to 


it Deihhheir Joys? Is it reaſonable that we ſhou'd have 
us fron: ger Terms of Happineſs than God propos d to 
es ſuu dem? Is not their God alive, and ready to give 
tion. North the ſame Spirit and Power to us that he 


Hand? 


| gave to them, if we earneſtly ſeek them at his 
perſus ee 


Is, Wh 


gaining 4. If we miſs of Heayen, we ſhall be be- 
ted dp. yond Expreſſion miſerable for ever. Either it 
n the in be very well or very ill with us after this Life. 
mppig it will be either unconceivable Happineſs, or un- 
V han upportable Torment; either ſuperlative Joy, or 
de Hey rcadful Terror; either the Perfection of Pleaſure, 
ing ur er Extremity of Pain. God and the Devil will 
he De divide the World. All the preſent Degrees and Di- 
Fleſuſfinctions of Men will at laſt be comprehended un- 
o gra Wider that one Diſtinction of Good and Bad, Sheep 
o maleſand Goats, who ſhall be ad judg'd to two Recepta- 
2y Dudes, one of endleſs Beatitude, and the other of 


to eng endleſs Woe. We read in 2 Sam. viii. 2. that Da- 


DiſacW.,;; ſmote Moab, and meaſur'd them with a Line, 
1s the cofting them down to the Ground : Even with two Lines 
>d, and meaſur d he; to put to Death; and with one full Line to 
ſtrates keep alive. To allude to this, God will meaſure 
ticableſ a Mankind with two Lines; with the one al; the 
cult Godly whom he hath deſtin'd to Life, and with the 


ther 
Now 


e 3 4 
2 . 18 F 
m7, e 8 
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W 
other all the Wicked, whom he hath deſtin d nds 
Death; ſo that All will fall under one, or the ot 
of theſe Lines, either the Line of Life, or the Li 
of Death. | Se, Fs Fo 

\ Purgatory is a Popiſn Fiction for purging Pe 
ples Pockets, and bringing'Grift to their own Mi 
I: hath no Foundation or Footſteps in the Say 
Canon, nor 1s it of any Uſe in the Chriſtian Lik 
The Scriptures tell us of no other Purgatory tha 
the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which purgeth the C 
ſcience from dead Works. If there be then no mid 
dle State, it follows, that if we be excluded fro 
the Joys of Heaven, we inevitably tumble into thi 
bottomleſs Gulph of Hell. If we be excommunj. 
cated from the Preſence of God, and the Sociey 
of the New Feruſalem, we muſt neceſſarily be thru 
into the Regions of Darkneſs, and amongſt the SM 
ciety of Devils. If we hear not from Chriſt th ee, th 
Judge that Heart-raviſhing Sentence, Come ye bleu enchꝰ 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you jr | 
the Foundation of the World, Mat. xxv. 34. We hal|Mſſcr the 
hear that Soul-confounding Doom, Depart from m 
ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Devi Com 
and his Angels, ver. 41. Now do ye know what ie our 
is to fall under this dreadful Sentence? Do ye knoy 
what it is to be damn'd? How much is wrapt yu 
in this Sentence, Depart from me ! How little acm 
ye able to conceive the Import of it! And howWre th 
much leſs are ye able to endure it! Now if ye ar: diſſu 
in no wiſe able to bear the Miſeries of Hell, why 
will ye not labour to eſcape them? And know ye and 


P 


not that in ſtriving to attain Heaven, ye fly from e yo 
the Damnation of Hell? Methinks then, if the Wd He 
Glories of Heaven will not invite you to Obedi-Nuſe 1 


ence on the one Hand; the Fire and Brimſtone on Wt De; 
the other Hand ſhou'd fright you from Diſobedr 
ence: For how can your Hearts endure, or ro 
e | Hands 
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i s be firong in the Day that Cod ſhall come 
> othy 5 in bert Majeſty, arm d with Wrath and 


e Lu engeance to conſign you over to a State of eter- 
| Deſpair and Horror! If ye can't endure to 
d your Finger in the Flame of a Candle for one 


8 Pe 
arter of an Hour, how will you bear up, when 


n Mil 


Sam hall. be encompaſs d with a, Lake of Fire that 
in Liu ſeize every Part of you with the utmoſt Fury 
ry tha a Violence] Were you ſentenc d only to lie in 
e Col de Poſture without Motion for a whole Year, tho 
30 midi were upon a Bed of Down, how wou'd you 
d fronffugg at the Thoughts of ſuch a. Penalty? But 
nto is is nothing to a Man's being confin'd to a Bed 


mul Flames World without End. If you can't bear 


Socienſi think on ſuch a. Condition, much leſs will you 
> thru ar the Condition it ſelf. | 215 
the What, ſhall the ever-gnawing Worm of Conſci- 
riſt te, that never dieth, a Fire that never ſhall be 
e bleſeench'd, unmixt Darkneſs, without a Beam of 
you fright ; The Company of raging Devils inſulting 
/e ſhallfcr the Miſery they have brought us into, a De- 
70m mir of ever mending our Condition; No Pity 


e Devil Commiſeration in the Breaſt of any to remit or 


what i Ne our Grief; Gnaſhing of Teeth for Rage, and 
e knovMWmity at the Inexorable Juſtice of God, and per- 
apr Aua! Envy at the glorious Condition of thoſe 
trle a om we once deſpis d; Shall not all theſe have 
1d hoy pre than the Force of Rhetorick or Oratory in them 
ye au diſſuade us from. undoing our ſelves, and leaping 
u, why Hell ! If theſe Things be better than a Life of 
now ye and. Praiſe in the Kingdom of Heaven, then 
ly from te your Choice. God ſets before you Heaven 
if rhe Wd Hell, as ye chuſe ye ſhall have; therefore 


Obedi-Wuſe Life, that it may go well with you, and 


tone on It Death. 

iſobedi- 

or your e 0 
Hands . We 
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F. We all profeſs to be willing to arrive IMs Ct 
this blefſed Port; ſo that I am perſuading you und ch. 
nothing but what is agreeable: to your own P. 
_ © Shou'd I go over this whole Congregation, au 
ask you One by One, whether ye be willing to gu ar. 
to Heaven; and wou'd be happy with God x 
Death, ye wou'd all 'anſwer me, Toy were wilin u ca 
Tis con- natural and eſſential to Man to have to 
Propenſion to his own Felicity. The Principle d 
Self- Preſerration will never ſuffer Men formal) 
or directly to ſeek their own Miſery. We have, H 2s 
own, too many Rakehells now- a- days that in 
Words pray for Damnation to themſelves, but vr 
have ſo much Charity for em as to believe thei 
Hearts never ſaid Amen to ſuch Imprecations. 
Well then, if you be willing of the End, ju eur n 
ſhou'd conſent to the neceſſary Means conducing ty lude | 
it, and not expect to be ſaved by Miracle, If yu Peng 
Vou'd go to Heaven when you die, you muſt be 
qualified for it while you live. Yea, this is alb 
What you profeſs a Willingneſs of; for all thek 
Duties of Religion, which are the Means of you 
Happineſs, on your Part, are compriz'd in yout 
Baptiſmal Covenant, which you are all, I doubt 
not, ready to declare you ſtand by. So that what rt 1. 
Jam preſſing you to is but to live up to your Pro- oler, 
feſſion, to be no Hypocrites, to have that Reli Vay \ 
gion which you make a ſhow of, not to deceie ft up“ 
your ſelves by pretending to chuſe Heaven as your e be 
Happineſs, while you'll not come up to the Terms 1 iber 
of it, nor perform the Conditions abſolutely ne- _ 
ceſſary thereunto. If you are determin'd for Hea- roy 
ven, you muſt part with Every thing that may nf be 
| hinder you from coming there. If you wou'd fall _—_ 
to the bleſſed Shore, you mult caſt the unprofita- ave 
TI ble 
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le Baggage of Sin ove 
rive ous Chriſt your Pilot, and not upon every Stormy 
you 
n Pro 


MM, and 


to 
Sod 


mother Veſſel. But when you are in Diſtreſs, and 
eady to periſh, cry out to your Pilot Chriſt, and look 


ou are bleſſed with an expected Arrival. 
In ſhort, If you are not yet perſuaded to do all 


willing du can for Heaven, and to ſeek it in the firſt Place, 
have tis to be fear d that your Profeſſion is but diſguis'd 
cipled ypocriſy, and that you were never yet ſincerely 
drilling to be ſav d in God's Way, and on Chriſt's 
have, I Lerms. | 

that it „ 5 1 6 3 
but e 6. All your Labour is loſt that is not fe- 
e ther err'd to this bleſſed State. If after all your Pains 


or the World and Creature -Enjoyments, you loſe 


73 va our never- dying Souls; may not we rationally con- 
cing to Fude you have loſt your Pains, and ſpent your 
If you drength in vain, Mat. xvi. 26. For what is a Mau 
nut Efe if he ſhall gain the whole World, and loſe his own 


wl? What Advantage acctues to a Man from 
hat Labour which ends in Damnation! Whar do 
hoſe Pains avail a Man that leave him under the 
rath of God! Whatever a Man hata gain' d by 
is Indaſtry and Foreſight ; if he have gain'd no 
Paft in the Kingdom of Heaven, he'll be found a 
Loſer, and to have made a bad Bargain, in the 
Day when God takes away his Soul, and delivers 
It up to the Devil. If in that very Labour which 
e beſtow for our daily Bread, and the Meat that 
eribeth, we have not an Eye at the Meat which en- 
dureth to everlaſting Life, as our great End, God will 


is all 
1 thok 
ff yout 
in yout 
doubt 
it what 
Ir Pro- 
t Reli- 
deceive 
as your 
Terms 
ely ne⸗ 


« Hea- roy both it and us, 1 Cor. vi. 13. Do we labour 


it may}? be Rich only that we may be High and Great, 
1d Hallthat we may draw to us the Reſpect of Men, and 
have Proviſion to ſpend * our Luſts; and not 

that 


Drofita- 
ble 


r-board, you mul} triiſt fes | 
nd the Sight of every Danger, wiſh your felves in. 


owards the Shore, and make nearer Advances till 
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that we may be capacitated for good Works, and 
have to give to him that needeth, or as a Meam 
and Help to further us in our Duty ? ſhall we ng 
have Reaſon to look on ſuch Labour as loſt ? When 
we lie on our Death-beds, and all our Riches cant 
miniſter the leaſt Relief to our departing Souls 
ſhan't we grow ſick at the Thoughts of our lot 
Pains? And ſo far is it from being culpable and 
mercenary, to look at our Reward in a due Subor- 
dination to the Glory of God, that I fear not ty 


aver that all the Labour we beſtow in Religious 


Duties is to no Purpoſe, if not beſtow'd with ay 
Eye to the Recompence of Reward ; and all ou 
good Works are dead Works, if not animated by 
our Faith in, and Expectation of final Happineſ 
in the Enjoyment of God. 


7. Conſider what a World of Pains Me 
will take for the tranſient Things of this Life ; and 
is it not a ſhame for Chriſtians to be outdone in 
Point of Diligence by laborious Mammoniſts? Shal 
the Worldling get up early in the Morning to fol 
low his Earthly Buſineſs, and ſhall the Chriſtian lis 
ſtretching himſelf upon his Bed of Eaſe, and cry, 
Yet a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little folding 9 

the hands to ſleep, as if the other was in more 
| haſte, or had Matters of greater Moment to attend 
than he? Shall the Men of this World be wiſer is 
their Generation than the Children of Light? Shall they 
lay out more Pains for Shadows and Vanities, than 
we will do for Durable, and Soul-enriching Sub- 
ſtance? Shall a Feather, a Trifle, be more eager) 
catch'd at than a never-fading Crown ? Shall we 
do leſs for a Kingdom, than others will do for a 
Belly full of Meat, or a Skin full of Drink ? Tell 
it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the Streets of Alle 
loa, Let it never be ſaid that others bid oy 4 
r01s 
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'e not Cattle, than we upon our Souls, and incorruptible 
When reaſures. Since there is a vaſt Diſproportion be- 
cant een this World and that to come, ſince the whole 
Soul, Globe of Earth is but a little Point, compar'd with 

ir loſt the Immenſity of the higheſt Heavens: Let us 
e and make this Uſe of the Folly of the Worldlings Dili- 


ubor- Nence for the Corruptibilities of Time, to be 


10t whereby excited to ſhew our Wiſdom in laying 
1810us put our Labour for the Durabilities of Eternity, 
ith an 


8. What are we ſent into this World for; 
Ind why do we live in it; but to prepare our 
Wclves, and to be prepared for a Better? For Time 
Bs for the ſake of Eternity, and the preſent Life is 
& Paſſage only into the future. God did not there- 
Wore ſend us into the World to graſp at and live 


II our 
ted by 
Pine; 


Men 


> ; and yon the Things of Senſe, or that we might take 
one in ur Reſt in it, and ſay, Here will we dwell for 
? Shall ever, for we have a Delight therein,” The con- 
to for ant Departure of our Friends out of this World 
tian lic lainly tells us that 'tis not our Home, our native 
nd cry, Country, or our Canaan, but a Wilderneſs, a State 
ging f Preparation for it. If then we love a Wilder- 
1 mort Hess Life, and look not after a better, if we are 
attend o taken with the Entertainment of our Inn, that 
wiſer in Nye forget our Home, and have no Mind to be 
all the) ¶earer to it; we fall ſhort of the End ot our Crea- 
es, than ion and Life, we anſwer not the Deſign of our 
1g Sub · ¶ oming here. If we mean to come up to the End 
eager Wt our Living, we muſt behave our ſelves as Stran- 
hall we ers, Sojourners, and Pilgrims, as all our Fathers 
lo for à ere; as thoſe that have no continuing City, but 
? TellWho ſeek one to come; we muſt be ſtriving if by 
of Alle · Any Means we may attain the Reſurrection of the 
nore for Pead, and then at the Period of this natural Life, 
Drols F 2 Morta- 


„and Proſs and Dung; than we for a Diadem of Glory 3 
leam that others ſet a higher Price upon their Farms and 
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Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up in Life eter 


nal. | | | 
Now taking it for granted, that by theſe Mo- 
rIvESs foregoing, you are determin'd to ſeek that 
future Bleſſedneſs which will conſiſt in a Likeneſs 
to Chriſt, and be caufed by a Viſion of him; 
1 ſhall direct you to ſome M EANS of obtaining 
that Bleſſedneſs. And, 
..] Ifyou wou d poſſeſs it at laſt, you muſt before. 
hand ſet your Affections upon it, Col. iii. 2. Believe 


that your Treaſures ate above, and your Affectiom WM 
will eaſily follow your Treaſures ; and if you ae 


indeed bound for Heaven, you muſt believe you 


have Riches there that will requite all your Pains N 
in Travelling towards em. Well then, don't le 
grovelling upon Earth, but elevate thoſe Earth 


Hearts into an Heavenly Frame. Go take a Pi 


gab Sight of the Heavenly Country, that your Ee 


may affect your Heart. Retire from the Noiſe and 
Hurry of the World to converſe with Things un 
feen, and by frequent Converſing with em, make 
'em familiar to your Thoughts and Affection 
Endeavour by ſuitable Conſiderations, by Reading 
and Prayer to diſengage your Love from th: 


Things of this World, from the Riches, Honour! 


and Pleaſures of it. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, who underſtood the Nx 


ture and Worth of Earthly Enjoyments, has not 


only given his Judgment concerning them, That 
Life confiſteth not in the Abundance of the Things thut 
we poſſeſs, Luke xii. 15. but he has thunder d Out 
a dreadtul Lecture againſt Worldly-minded Men 
That tis eafier for a Camel to go through the Eye of 
Needle, than for fuch to get into God's Kingdom, Mat: 
xvili. 24. They who are fondeſt of em, will find 
at length that they have embrac'd a Cloud, and 
hugg'd a Shadow, Quarum Rerum nulla eft Jenn f 

hs 
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TW 1 
As Contentment is ſeldom connected with em, 
ſo they are the uſual Food of Vice. Moreover, 
the fancied Happineſs of the Worldling and Sen- 
ſualiſt is of a very ſhort Continuance, like the 


* 


# 


Crackling of Thorns under a Pot. This one Cir- 
cumſtance doth exceedingly diſparage them, and 
ſhouꝰ d aſſiſt us in conquering our Fondneſs for em. 
That our Hearts being free of the World, may 
Jaſcend up to Chriſt and Heaven, and lead us the 


>&ion ME Way thither. 


[2-] Imitate and follow the Lord Jeſus ; for if 


you bear not the Image of his Holineſs upon Earth, 
vou will never bear the Image of his Glory in 
Heaven. Fe 


Imitate him in Meekneſs and Humility, Mat. 


xi. 29. Learn of me, for 1 am meek and lowly. Call 
not for Fire from Heaven upon your Enemies. 
Render not Evil for Evil. 
to brook an Injury without a Tranſport of Paſſion; 
land to digeſt an Affront without a revengeful 
Thought. 
ſelyes, as a Means to Contentment in any Sta- 


Learn of Jeſus Chriſt 


Entertain a low Opinion of your 
tion. 19 

Imitate him in Sanctity and Love. As he was, 
ſo be ye in the World, without Spots in your Lives, 


and full of Love to God and Souls. The Enemies 
| of Chriſt, tho' very numerous, and very watchful, 


never {aw him ſtep awry, nor were able to faſten a 


Scandal on him. Strive you to be like him. And 


as to Love, every Word of his Mouth, every 


Wound in his Body breath'd Love, Love to the 
Father, Love to fall'n Creatures ; bear you his Re- 
ſemblance. *Tis Sanity and Love upon Earth, 
that muſt prepare you to ſhine in the Luſtre of 
thoſe Perfections eternally in Heaven. 5 
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PEN trans his Obedience, in which he was ve 
illuſtrious, Phil. ii. 8. Being found in Faſhion a; | 


ent's 
athe 


Man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unit thi 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs. The Ovedienc Moved 
of Chriſt was a Latitude equal to the Law of th Souls. 
Father under which he was. And tho? the Com. Nd L 
mandment was exceeding Broad, yet the ObegiWſpctalls 
ence of our Lord Jeſus anſwer'd the Breadth ther nd tl 


Provic 
Wo Pat 
ile ar 


of. And he obey d with great Willingneſs, wit 
out Reluctancy. Let us now look ro our ow 

Obedience, whether we have a ſincere Reſpect u 
all God's Commands, without diſputing the Re. ow 
ſons of em, or delaying the Performance. Ii race 
reported to the Praiſe of Alexander's Soldiers, thul tions 
they were obſervant of the leaſt Nod of their Con. f 1 
mander. And that Scipio had not a Man unde ited 
him, who wou'd not at a Word of his General thru ppea 

| himſelf from a Precipice into the Sea. Null 
Horum, qui non conſcenſa Turri ſemet in Mare pracij: 30 
taturus fit, fi juſſero. Ind fo 
Now are we as prepar'd to caſt our ſelves ino fle of 
Troubles and Sufferings at the Word of Chi, zin re 
and when his Intereſt requires it? Tho' Chi ble; 
doth not always actually call for the Lives of hi m poſſ 
Servants, yet he will have them at his Devotialf udicic 
as the Condition of a better Life with him i ailinę 
Exchange for em. We muſt be obedient unn, ant 
Death in Reſolution and Diſpoſition of Mind, o<ce1v: 
our Obedience will not be unto Life in the Iu Paily. 
and Event. If you wou'd be highly exalted er dai 
_ Chriſt was, you muſt practiſe a humble and uniWoidab 
verſal Obedience as he did. Juch a 
Imitate his Invincible Patience and Self. denial: Mill hc 
When. he was reviled, he reviled not again; when hear. 
ſuffer d, he threatued n't, but committed himſelf to bin and B 
that judgeth Righteouſl 18 1 Pet. ii, 13. He denied they r 
himſelf all carnal Ea e, and often lawful Refreſn · Nircle 
ments 
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8 v 
n A ather's Will. He deſpis'd the Riches and Glory 


1: un Mt this World, having his Eye upon another; He 
dience loved not his Life too well to part with it for loſt 
of te Fouls. Now can we be compos'd under Sufferings 
Con. nd Loſſes from this Conſideration, that whatever 
NbeciMWetalls us doth rot happen but by the Will of God, 
 there- 5 nd the Conduct of his All-wiſe and Righteous 
witz. Providence? Doth this Thought form our Minds 
Ir oy Patience and Submiſſion, when Men inſult, re- 
ped uf lle and abuſe us? Can we take up the Croſs and 
e Rea follow Chriſt > Self-denial and Patience are the 
„ ei races that muſt carry us through many T'ribu- 
s, tW&tions into God's Kingdom. 
r Con. If in theſe Reſpects the Life of Jeſus be mani- 
unde eſted in your mortal Fleſh, you may expect at his 
1 thryWppearance to appear with him in Glory. 
Jullust | 
7 [3.] Get clear of Sin. This muſt be repented of, 
ad forſaken and pardon'd before you can be capa- 
es inne of lee ing the Face of Chriſt in Peace. Allowed 
Chrit in renders your Preparation for Heaven queſtion- 
„Chris ble; I ſay more, it renders your Entring there 
- of hu mpoſſible. Let your Souls then be poſſeſs'd with a 
evotinMudicious Diſallowance of Sin, and an Inward pre- 
him inf@8ailing Averſion to it: This will argue your Right 
ir unto, and your Fitneſs for the Beatifick Viſion. And 
Lind, A eceive not your ſelves by pleading, that tho' you 
ne Iſufaily Sin, you alſo daily Repent, and therefore hope 
Uted er daily Pardon; I own that in ordinary, una- 
nd uni oidable Infirmities, in Sins we term Venial, or 
ſuch as may conſiſt with a State of Grace, this 
denial: ill hold Good: But when Men will frequently 
when EP wear, Whore, be Drunk, Deceive, Revenge, Lie 
f to hin and Backbite, and then comfort themſelves, that 
denied they repent of all, and ſo ſpend their Lives in a 
 efreſh-MCircle of groſs Sinning and Repenting ; ir will 
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«a 
Prove an unprofitable Repentance, and never bring 
Men to Heaven. Our Divines at the Synod d 
Dort conclude, © That tho' a Godly Man loſe ng 
« his Juſtification by groſs Sinning, yet he com 
te tracts ſuch-an Incapacity of going to Heaven i 
te that State, as muſt be remov'd by Repentance 
* or he cou'd not be ſayed. The Antient Father 
rejected thoſe Penitents, who Sinning and Repent. 
ing, and Repenting and Sinning, checker d thei 
Lite all along with the one and the other. Bu 
let not true Penitents take Diſcouragement fron 
this Doctrine, and ask, What will become of me 
if this Doctrine be true, who have oft finn'd ing 
J hope, I ſincerely repented of Sin. For, 
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1.) A true Penitent's turning from Sin, ſtand 
in Oppoſition not to every particular Act of Sn 
as if every Sin he commits after his Repentancy 
nullified that Repentance, and made it of no Eft, 
but it ſtands in Oppoſition to a former ſinſi 
Courſe and Converſation. T'hey who are dead 
fin, live no longer therein, Rom. vi. 2. 


v7 


Goyernmint of Sin. 


3.) A true Penitent's turning from Sin, ſtand 
not in Oppoſition to every ſudden, indeliberat 
Surprizal by Sin, but in Qppoſition to a deliberat 
League and Friendſhip with Sin. Who liveth an cc 
finneth not? But no true Penitent can make Faith, 
Covenant with Sin, for he has made a CovenanW'th tt 
againſt it. An Enemy may invade a Countrſ'e Ci! 
Waen the Anz ports are pot well guarded, * re th 
t 5 „ < „ the 
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ere is a vaſt Difference between this, and the 
habitants ſtriking up a voluntary League with 
ole rom. The Language of a true Penitent to Sin is 
„Ich as this, © Oh thou curſed Enemy of God 
and my Soul, who haſt deſtroyed Thouſands ; 
Come not near the Doors of my Houſe ; De- 
part from me, for ] can't endure thine Appear- 
ance, I have forſaken Sin, and I am fully re- 
ſolv'd to fin no more.” is certain that Sin 
Wuſt be thus baniſh'd from our Hearts, and lives 
renewed Repentance, otherwiſe it will baniſh 


3 


s from Heaven. 


d ſing 


e not Cauſa Regnandi, the Meritorious Cauſe of 


 ſandWur Reward ; yet they are Jia ad Regnum, our 
of Su ay to it. *T'is for a Papiſt to annex Merit to 
>ntancglW@m, but *tis for a Chriſtian to be adorn'd with em. 
0 Effe e dare not make Good Works meritorious, leſt 
r (ine ſhou'd derogate from the Honour and Offices 
dead Chriſt; We dare not make them unneceſſary. 


ithout him. Our Salvation, tho' it is purchas'd 


ands ir us by another, muſt be wrought out by our 
to di ves, Phil. ii. 12. Believing will not ſave us with- 
le Con hut Doing; for Faith without Works is dead; and 
ader ti o can a dead Faith impart Life to a dead Soul! 


tence is the Performance of this Promiſe. By 
aith are Works made perfect, and the Promiſe is 
nade perfect by a Performance. 
Every Chriſtian muſt walk ta Heaven upon two 
eth auſffeet, Faith and Obedience. One Foot, namely 
make Waith, he muſt fix upon the Center Chriſt, whilft 
ovenanW'tth the other Foot of Obedience he goes round 
he Circumference of all his Duties. Good Works 
re the Evidence of our Faith, and e 
8 Con- 
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4] Abound in Good Works. Theſe, tho” they 


ſt we make our ſelves unworthy of him, and go 


aith is a Promiſe to be true to God, and Obe- 
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Conditions of our Juſtification as continued, 3g 
a true ſaving juſtitying Faith cannot be withou 
em; For a Diſpoſition and Reſolution to obgy j 
neceſſarily implied in taking Chriſt for our King 
and actual Obedience when call'd to it. Som 
Divines queſtion whether Good Works be n 
ceſſary to our Juſtification, but all ſound Diving 
agree that they are neceſſary to our Salvatiq 
Some ſay, that to Work for Life 1s to bring us y 
der the Old Covenant; but the Truth is, that thi 
Chriſt has freed us from Obedience to the Lay 
Works as a Covenant of Life, he hath not freedu 
from Obeying the Law or Covenant of Grace t 
this End, that we may by ſo doing obtain everlaſ: 
ing Lite. When we have by Faith conſented i God 
accept Jeſus Chriſt and his Benefits, and do g ereth 
up ourſelves to him, then Works, or New ObedWerfecti 
ence mult follow as neceſlary to continue our Rig This 
to Pardon and Life; for none have ſpecial Benchihd his 
by Chriſt's Covenant, but thoſe who keep his Co hu to, 
nant as well as make it. Well then, ſee that ikene! 
who proſeſs to believe in God, be careful to main a V 
good Works, Tit. iii. 8. Theſe Things are god 
and profitable unto Men. Tis not Talking an 
Saying thou 'haſt Faith, and believeſt in Chil 
that will prove thy Faith, 
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There are Two principal Acts of ſaving Fain ke bim 
One an Act of Acceptation, a receiving Chriſt or 
his own Tecrins, and a preferring him above a In th 
Sin, the World and Self: The Other is an Act d 
Reſignation, whereby a Man gives up his Who r. C 
Self ro Chriſt deliberately, ſolemnly, ſeriouſly, with 4. 8 
a Mind to be his for ever; and not only to be f or 
ved by him, but to ſerve him. So that Service au ar 
Obedience are the proper Evidences of a ſavine 1 
Faith. Now what Service, what good Works nalt 3. 


thou to produce, as Eviderce on thy Side, to de- 
ä monſti as 
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ed, M onſtrate that thy Faith is not a dead, but a li- 
withouthog, practical Faith? Where's thy Juſtice and 
obey i ¶ ighteouſneſs in thy Dealings? Where's thy Love 

r King d Charity, thy Prayers, thy Meekneſs, Patience 
Som id Self-denial? If thou haſt a Life beſpangled 

be mich theſe Ornaments; if thou haſt been Eyes to 


Divine 


vation 


je Blind, Feet to the Lame, and haſt viſited the 
latherleſs and Widow in their Affliction, made the i 
Widows Heart to ſing for Joy, cloathed the Na- 4 


7 US u 

hat th, fed the Hungry, gone to Chriſt's Members 
Law Priſon, and comforted them; theſe Works of 
freed uliffÞþly Goſpel - Obedience, this Service of Love 
race ill witneſs for thee, that thou haſt an higher 
everlalWaith than the Faith of Devils, even the Faith 
nted i God's Ele& that worketh by Love, that con- 
do gi ereth the World, and brings forth Fruit unto 
Obed-Merfection. 1 
ir Rig This Conformity to Jeſus Chriſt, to his Temper 


BencifWſhd his Goſpel will prepare you for, and entitle 


is Coe bu to, that future Bleſſedneſs which conſiſts in 
that ikeneſs to Chriſt, accompanied with and cauſed 

14intiy a Viſion of him. 

re gol Tea 

ing a Prop. V. A full Perſuaſion or Aſſurance of our 
CurilWotereſt in the Beatifick Viſion is attainable in this 


ife. Ne know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
Faid him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
hriſt 00 


ove ali In the Proſecution of this Propoſition, I ſhall, 


Act e ; 
s who r. Give you the Proof of it. 
* 2. Shew you the Grounds of this Knowledge 


or Aſſurance ; how thoſe came by it who have 
3. Draw ſome Inferences from it. 


ice and 
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1. I ſhall offer ſome Arguments for the pn 
of the Propoſition, premiſing only that Din 
uſually diſtinguiſh Certainty into 
Objective and 
i! Sub jective. 


By Objective Certainty is meant either only. 
Exiſtence of the Object, in the Being of the futy 
Bleſſedneſs, and our Right to it, which is the 
vilege of every Believer whether he ſee it or 
or the Object as it exiſts in the Humane Mind pi 


By Subjective Certainty is meant a firm Perl 
ſion wrought in the Mind, both of the Exiſei 
of the future Bleſſedneſs, and of our own O 
nant Right to it. Tis this Latter, which is ( 
tainty in a proper Senſe, that I ſhall prove att 
able, by the following Arguments. 


Firſt Argument. kttain: 
(I.) Aſſurance of our Salvation is attainable, iſ of . 
cauſe it hath been attain'd. Ab eſſe ad poſſ unt. 
let Conſequentia. Job had attain'd it, this 
profeſſeth, Ch. xix. 25. J know that my Reda .) 1 
liueth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter Nay tur 
the Earth; and tho' after my Skin Worms devourt 
Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God, The Apol 
Paul profefleth the ſame Aflurance , - 2 Cor. v. 
We know, that if our Earthly Houſe of this Tabemi 
were di ſſolved, we have a Building of God, an I 
wot made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. Vi 
ſhou'd make that Aſſurance impoſſible, that) 
heretofore poſſible? Have we not the ſame Wa 
or Rule to judge our ſelves by, the ſame wo 
our 
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| Reflection, and of comparing our State with 
Rule, and the fame Means and Helps to ar- 

the Pu at an Acquaintance with the State of our 

Dirie, that the Saints formerly had > What then 

t that can take away from us the Poſſibility. of 

Or ſhall we belie the Saints, and tell *em their 

periences were but Deluſions? Shall we charge 

takes in ſuch momentous Matters upon the 

men of the Scripture, and in Points which they 

only oe delivering to future Ages under the extraor- 

he funWary Conduct of the Spirit of Truth? At this 

s the Me, what Certainty wou'd be left us of any other 
it or Hint which they have deliver'd to us by the ſame 
Mind Mpiration? If they might miſtake, or be deluded 

fone Part of Revelation, why not in another? 

1 Peru d then what becomes of the Ground of our 

ExilteMith and Religion? 


h 5 0 Second Argument. 


ve ata 2.) The 2d Argument is taken from the Nature, 
e and End of the Holy Scriptures. It the Scripture 
qa good Foundation of Aſſurance, then Aſſurance 
kttainable, but the Scripture is a good Founda- 
nable, n of Aflurance, and that upon a twofold Ac- 


poſſe unt. 


this | | 
Rede i.) As to the Matter reveal'd. The Sum of 
Day ofE&'prure-Revelation is the Manifeſtation of God's 
Jevour Mace in Jeſus Chriſt unto loſt Sinners, or of his 
e Apdl llingneſs to be reconcil'd to em, and ſave em 
Cir, . n fit Terms. Now this Grace of God, and 


7 abcrad9d-Will to Men, as reveal'd in Scripture, is a 
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an Hd Foundation of Aſſurance ; and that, 
F. Vi i 


(1. As 'tis Free Grace. 


that Big 
| (2. As *'tis Engaged Grace. 


me Wa 
Power 


X 


* 
9 = =" 


nn 
The Scripture- Revelation in ſhort si this; # 
that hath the Son, hath Life; He that hath not: 


Sin of God, hath not Life, 1 John v. 12. (4) þ 
Het ERS | lands + 

2.) As to the Manner of the Revelation, gene 
full and plain, tis aſſuredly divine, and is intendeſi 10. a 
to give the Saints Afſurance: Theſe are written, thMlith, 2 
ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of Gut con! 
and that believing ye might have Life through i od to 
Name, John xx. 31- If the Scriptures both as tlie to b 
the Matter contained in them, and as to the ManMtrcatur 
ner in which they are wrote, are intended not out is 
to form in Men Goſpel- Requirements and Quai Hey ca! 
fications, but alſo to give Men Aſſurance of theii en ex 


oft, dil 
n take 
dun ir 
iring 


being wrought in 'em, then that Aſſurance i 
poſſible : And if not attain'd to, tis not throug 
any Default in the Holy Scriptures, but in Me 
themſelves. | | 


; Third Argument. 
(3.) As God has given Believers a good Foundatic 


L377 609 
of Aſſurance in the Word, ſo he hath given the *% 0 
ſufficient Help and Power to build upon tha the 


Foundation, in regard he hath endowea them wit 
ſuch Faculties by which they are able certainly t 
diſcern, and judge whether their Hearts and Live 
agree with the Rule of Faith and Manner 


Now this Power of Self-reflexion and Self-judgin#. N. 
wou'd ſeem to be given in vain, if it were ain tl 
poſſible for Man, by the uſe of it, to know him le. E 
ſelf, and in what Condition his Soul is with re ruth e 
lation to God and Eternity; And the Spirifoiſc: 
which is in Man, wou'd not then know thWorenar 
Things of a Man, which the Scripture affirmWire th 


it doth, 1 Cor. ii. 11. 


Y Fourt 
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WDWDDaurih Argument. N 
4) Aſſurance is attainable, other wiſe thoſe Com- 

Winds of God wherein he requires us to give 

In, ti gence to make our Calling and Election ſure, 2 Pet. 
tended 10. and to examine our ſelves whether we be in the 

en, tha, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. wou'd be in vain. But tis 

of Gull conſiſtent with the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of 
ugh od tO x upon us Commands naturally impoſſi- 

h as toll: to be fulfill'd by us. He'll not fo tantalize his 
e Mul eatures, as to bid 'em ſearch and examine for 

ot ou at is not to be found, or to make ſhre what 

Qual:Whcy can't be aſſur'd of. To what Purpoſe will 

of theil len examine and prove themſelves, if after their 

ance iWolt diligent Scrutiny, and all poffible Pains they 

hrougln take for this End, they muſt be oblig'd to fir 

in Malen in Uncertainty, becauſe what they are en- 

ring after is impoſſible to be known? 


Fifth Argument. 
ndatia (5.) God hath deſign'd our Aſſurance in the Inſti- 
en thenWting of thoſe Ordinances which do properly tend 
n thaßß the begetting and increaſing of Aſſurance, as 
m witWntiſm and the Lord's Supper: God has there- 
ain e confirm'd his Promiſes and gracious Cove- 
id Leet by theſe viſible Signs and Seals, that he 
TannerWieht ſatisfy us of his Love and Favour to 
judging Now theſe Sealing Ordinances cou'd never 
'ere nolain their full End, if Aſſurance was unattain- 
him. For theſe Ordinances don't only Seal the 
vith refruth of God in performing his Covenant and 
e SpiriWomiſes, but alſo the Believer's Intereſt in that 
10W tiWorenant and thoſe Promiſes. And can we con- 
affine that God will ſet his Seal to a Blank? 


; i 


not t 


Fourt Sixth 


0 
— af 
RT 
*- oh RAT 
n 
1 
"== | 
i 
* * c - * 
4M * 
- 
—_ 
_ 
W 
A * 
= 
N 
42 
W Sor 
7 3 
R 
„ 
E 
8 
. 
8 
| * 
— 
_ 
4M 
9 
. "i 
rg 
„ 
1 
* 
4 . 
* 
my . 
7 
T1 
—. 
1 5 
28 
&. 
3» 
8 
©. 
x N. 
* 
Ps 
F 
y 


| Sixth Argument. 


2 (6.) This may be taken from the Office of the Hy 


Spirit; One great Branch of which is to witneſ; u. 


- gether with our Spirits, that we are the Children of Gi 


Rom. viii. 16. His firſt Work is to form Grag 
in us, and then to enable us to ſee it form'd ther 
To deny the Poſſibility of Aſſurance, wou d be u 


nullify this latter Part of the Spirit's Office, y 
deny his Teſtimony, yea to make him a fil 


Witneſs, 


Seventh Argument. 


7.) If Aſſurance is not attainable,why are allthyſ 
Marks laid down in Holy Scripture, whereby w 
may know whether we are the Children of Ga 
Is the Image of God, and of the Devil, ſo mud 
alike, that there's no diſtinguiſhing them ? Is then 
ſo little Difference between the Righteous ar 
the Wicked that they can't be known aſunder 
Moreover, what Comfort wou'd the Promiſes 
God afford to the beſt Men, if they cou'd mak 
no Application of em to themſelves, nor wer 
able after all their Pains to ſee their own Inter 
in em? I may add, that a rational Faculty ca 
be ignorant of it ſelf and its own Ads ; He th 
underſtands, perceives that he underſtands ; H 
that judges, perceives he judges; So he that be 


| lieves, may perceive his own Act that he does bt 


lieve; He that loves 49g Chriſt, need not be is 
norant that he doth ſo ; and he that lives a hol 
juſt and charitable Life, can't well but fee a 
know that he doth ſo; and conſequently that! 
has God's Mark upon him, and has a Goſpe 
Claim to Lite eternal. | 


2. [al 


2. 
(now! 
dave a 


2, 1 am to ſhow you the Grounds of this 
nowledge or Aſſurance, how the Saints that 
ave attain'd it, come by it. 45 WONG 


1. Negatively, 
1 2. Poſitively. 


1e Hoh 
tneſs tu 


4 


Negatively. 1.) *Tis not grounded on external 
ſenſe. Whoever heard God by a Voice from 
Heaven, telling him, Thou ſhalt be ſav d, Hea- 
ven is thine : Thou art within the Compaſs of 


all tal my Decree of Election, I have choſen thee to 
reby u everlaſting Life before the Foundation of the 
if G World was laid?” This is not the Way of 
ſo mu Pod. This is not the Method of Aſſurance. We 


te not to expect extraordinary Revelations to our 
nſes, ſince God hath given us a more ſure 
Vord of Prophecy; whereunto if we give Heed, 
e ſhall do well. 


Is then 
OUS an( 
under! 
miles ( 


5 
d mak 2 3 ; 
2.) Nor doth it come into our Faculties by 


"Inte he Light of Nature, as the firſt Principles, or by 
ilty can e Force and Improvement of Natural Reaſon in 
He H Diſcurſive Way, without ſome higher Help. A 
ds; an by the Light of Nature may kriow that he 
that! ſuperior in Being to the Brutes, and therefore 


vade for ſome higher and nobler End. By the 


ou Night of Reaſon he may know that God is to be 
5 a ho lor d, Parents to be honout'd, no Man to be 
- foe al rong d, that he ſhou'd do to others, as he wou'd 
„ chat Mane them do unto him. But how God will diſ- 


joſe of him to Eternity, which Way to enſure his 
verlaſting Happineſs after Death; this is known 
ot by natural, but by ſupernatural Revelation: 


3. Ia which diſcovers the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of 


G Scripture- 
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Scripture - Revelation, without which we ſhould 
habe been left at Uncertainties, and in the Dat 
as the Heathens were. Nothing but Seriptyy 
affords us a ſufficient Medium, or Premifſes When 
to draw the certain and comfortable Concluſig 
of our own future Happineſs. This only ſhey 
us the Way to Salvation, and teaches us hoy t 
ſecure it. 1 


Fo 781 5 1 1 a | 

3.) Nor is Aſſurance grounded on any Internd 
Revelation of the Spirit, without the Extern 
Revelation of the Scriptures, and the Uſe of Rex 
ſon ; which if once admitted, wou'd open a wid 
Door to Enthufiaſm and Selj-delufion. But, 


Poſitively, We know that we ſhall be like Ci 
and fee him as he is, - 


I.) By the Word of God, or ſupernatural Rene 
lation, as the Means or Inſtrument of begetting thi 
Aſſurance. But it may be enquir'd, How dot 
the Word of God contribute to this Aſſurance 
Doth God in his Word tell us by Name partia- 
larly who are elected, and ſhall be ſaved; ant 
who are reprobated, and ſhall be damn'd? Dot 
the Scripture ſay abſolutely, Thou, Peter, Jul 
“ or Thomae, ſhalt be ſaved?” Are any in f 
many Words nominated as Heirs of Salvation ? 

I Anſwer, Tis worthy to be known what Interel 
Scripture-Revelation hath in this Aſſurance, and 
you may take it in theſe following Particulars. 
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ſhoul{Mprepared for fome Poſſeſſors and Inhabitants. God 
* Dari Wwou'd not provide fuch a State only to exerciſe 
ripturour Admiration, of employ our Contemplation ; 
Whenalpbut for Enjoyment, and to engage Mens Endea- 
oY yours and Diligence. So that the Object or Thing 
ö eWs 


o be inſur d is brought to our Knowledge by the 
Revelation of the Holy Scripture. | 


(2.) The Holy Scriptures ſet before us the 
nternd Characters and Qualifications of the Perſons that 
Xterra all arrive at this State of Bleſſedneſs. And 
of Res. ho are they? I anſwer, All penitent Believers, 
a widWnd holy obedient Walkers; The Pure in Heart, 
end Poor and Meek in Spirit; They who hunger 


how to 


Word thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and can endure 
Chrik Perſecution for Religion's ſake; The Merciful 
nd Peace-makers. Theſe are pronounced Bleſ- 
| kd, and are ſet apart for the Kingdom of God. 
[ Rern a Word, All whom God hath regenerated and 
ing tihnctified by the Holy Ghoſt, in whom he hath 
w dgidem'd a new Mind, and a new Will, and hath 
wrance Bred to a new Life, and who have God's 
parla mnape upon them, which is the Mark of their 
1; an lection, and their Ticket for Heaven. The 
Doi dandation of God ftandeth ſure; having this Seal, 
er, JN he Lord knoweth them that are his, and let every 
y in e that nameth the Name of Chriſt depart from Ini- 
on? %, 2 Tim. ii; 19. . 
Interel ö | 2 
Cc, 41998 Now from theſe Two put together, viz. The 
ulars. Nevelation of the objective Happineſs, and the 
Welcription of the Subjects capable of it, reſult- 
there th this Propoſition, (which is one of the Premiſſes 


y brim which the aſcertaining Inference of our Sal- 


there Villition is drawn, ) That all true Belieyers ſhall 
nuſt bw; certainly ſaved ; Or that whoſoever believeth 
* G2 in 
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iin Jeſus Chriſt, is an Heir of the Kingdom 
Heaven; for the Connection between theſe T0 
is neceſſary, inſeparable and infallible. 


(3.) The Holy Scriptures are a Means of work 
ing in us the Evidences of our Salvation: Fy 
Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word 
God, Heb. x. 17. So that the Word is influentiz 
upon our Aſſurance, not only as it deſcribes th 
Evidences, and diſcovers the Qualifications ( 


thoſe who ſhall' be faved, but as 'tis employ'd wil 


form in us theſe evidential Qualifications, | 
doth not only ſhew us what kind of Perſons the 
are, or how they are qualified, who ſhall live wit 
God, and ſee Chriſt ; but it has an Aptitude ini 
to make us ſuch qualified Perſons. 


We know that we ſhall be like Chriſt, and ſe 


him as he is. | 


2) By Faith as our Evidence or Title. Fait 
may be without Aſſurance, but Aſſurance cannit 
be without Faith. The Covenant of Grace hath 
made Faith our Title, and the ſtrongeſt, mol 


lively and moſt practical Faith is the cleareſt Titꝭ . 


This leads to what follows. We know at, 


3.) By the Teſtimony of our own Conſcience «i 


a Witneſs. A Man by the Operation of his Cor 


ſcience, eſpecially after tis enlighten'd by ti 
Goſpel, may know what he loves, and what I 


hates; what is higheſt in his Eſteem and Choice 


what are his ſweeteſt Thoughts and Reliſhes, and 


how the Pulſe of his Soul beats. For, ſaith tht 
Apoſtle, He that believeth on the Son of God, hath tit 
Witneſs ia Himſelf, 1 John v. 10. If our Heart cor. 


dem 


n ? N e n r 9 
/ 


om denn i not, then have we Confidence towards God, 
e Twi John iii. 20. And hereby we do know that we know 


im, if we keep his Commandments, 1 John. ii. 3. 
ence we ſee that Man hath a Principle within 


* Work im, by which he is conſcious of his own Inclina- 
\: Fog ions and Acts. And the Part that Conſcience 
Ford Wpcars in Aſſurance is to make the Aſſumption, or 
uentia|Mecond Propoſition, namely, I believe. 


bes the 
10ns 
oy'd 1 
ns. | 
ns they 
ve With 
de init 


But becauſe the Heart is deceitful, and Conſci- 
@nce partial, and may impoſe on us, becauſe it 
pay be brib'd, and is but one Witneſs, and its 
Teſtimony not ſo valid and authentick of itſelf : 
Therefore, A. 


| 4) We have the Teſtimony of the Holy Spirit, 
Who is an infallible Witneſs, and concurring with 
pur Conſcience, gives the greater Validity to its 
(Teſtimony. The Spirit it + 

pur Spirits, that we are the Children of God. 


and { 


Ra There is a Twofold Inward Teſtimony of the Spirit. 
5 * The Firſt is Objective, namely the holy Changes 


ſt Tie ht cauſes, or its ſanctifying Work upon Chri- 


lans. 3 


ence I The Second is an Efefive perſuading Teſtimony. 
is Co he Spirit's holy Changes upon your Heart are a 
by the landing objective Witneſs, which you qught to 


vhat H Improve to your own Conſolation, and He is your 


Exciter and Helper 'in that Improvement. And 
es, aud 1 conceive, the Way by which the Spirit is an 
zich the ffective perſuading Witneſs in. us is, as He ſhines 
hath tpn his own Work within us, and gives us a 
art con-MNight of it, and from thence inables us to draw 
denn G 3 this 


Choice 


. =I,- =, =; - 
SAM FT Fa} 3 


þ 


" 
A * 

Il - 

Ws ** 
1 
we” : 

7 
: 

4 Ly 
by 
we. 

" 

Nth 


If beareth Witneſs with 


5 — m pa S me a. „ * ”N — 5 5 G . 2 
- 1 by i - 2 — > a Py _ —_— 
— 5 8 5 - red 9 8 — —— 
2 S — — 4 F 5 — 5 - — — = 
f . 2 "_ 4 th a 
* 5 2 2 A x on 3+ © N * 8 - - E 
by E 2 7 © EE, * Er. * — * 2 . 
Þ = TY 2 3 - 22 waht = LEE SS n A g S250 — 2 2 . 8 ones = ov 20 i 7 
* wes * * 8 — 1 2 3 nid 2 S 2 2 S _ 
„FFF . a” Ree © : 3 3 
. aww Sfo wa, - ES — SEP = — — 1 1 8 © ” - 
1 


| [ 102 J 

this comfortable Concluſion, I fhall be ſaveq 
For thus the Whole Slg iſin is form'd, . 
M Whoſoever believes, ſhall be ſav d; 


I believe, 
Therefore I ſhall be ſav d. 


The firſt Propofition is in the Word of God 
The ſecond in the Soul or Conſcience of the Be. vi 
liever. And the Concluſion depending on both 
and which contains our Aſſurance, is to be 2. 
tained by a ſpecial Efficiency of the Spirit, 
But if you will expect a Voice or Witneſs with- 
in you, to tell you the ſame Things by immediate 
Revelation, and not deduce your Aflurance from 
that permanent Teſtimony I have nam'd, I ſhall 
not marvel if you miſs of your Expectation. For MW 
1 can't apprehend that the Saints Aſſurance d 
Salvation is to be reſolv'd into immediate, or ei. 
traordinary Suggeſtions of the Spirit, as the Cauſe 
of it; As if the Spirit ſhou'd in an Enthuffaſtid 
Way whiſper to the Soul, Thy Name is written it 
the Lamb's Book of Life ; Thou art one that belougs 
God; Thy Salvation is ſure, or the like. There. 
fore let us not deceive our ſelyes with the Ex 
pectation of any ſuch Thing: For this Work of 
Aſſurance is brough about in a Scriptural, ratio- 
nal Way by ſeveral Gradations, or Steps ; As, 


[t.] By the Souls being aſſured of the un- 
doubted Truth and Certainty of the Promiſes d 
the Word. 4 ay | ; # SIM | E ; 


» f 5 


C2.) By the Spirit's working 10 the Soul the 
Conditions of the Promiſes. 


[3] 


— _— RY ” * * m——_ FT IT TFT 32 7 ** ur * 9 
j rennen h . BY \ YN a 8 - 
2 "Ts 4 2 * 4 
* , re * 
* | 
WAY tk ö $ | Ad = 
A : * 
- * 
; 10 1 
% 0 <4 
Fj ; * 


(3] By his 3 up to the Soul its Intereſt 
the Promiſes, which is done by his giving it a 
iew of the great Things he hath done in it and 
r it, that entitle it to the Promiſes, and ſo 
omfort and Satisfaction is inſtill'd from this re- 
ular Application of the Promiſes; inſomuch that 


aved. 


* God De Soul is fill'd with Joy and Peace in Be- 
ie Be. ring, and can ſay, The Promiſes are mine; I 
both ve ſeen my Name in them; The Lines are falln 


be at. ne in pleaſant Places; I have a goodly Heritage; 


Spirit ſo:bing ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the Love of 


> With- 54 which 1s in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. 


ediate 

> ftom 3. I ſhall conclude with ſome Inferences. 
I ſhallf 1 | 
Pot Firſt, Of Conrurartion. 

nce d | | 


or en. 
 Cauk Doubting. To militate againſt which, we 


Haſtic ed no other Weapons than thoſe that are fetch'd 
3tten ut of their Magazine. For themſelves hold, that 
Jong: "Wn may perfectly fulfill the whole Law of God; 
There-MId if fo, certainly they may know they are thus 


e Fx rect, otherwiſe they wou'd be perfect without 


ork of rfection; So that tis a Contradiction to ſay 
ratio Nen may be Perfect, and not Aſſur d. More- 


As, er, ſome of them affirm that one Man may be 


ur'd of another's Salvation. For Inſtance, the 

he un- pe declares he was ſure of Belarmine's Salva- 
iſes dn, when he canoniz'd him for a Saint. Now, 
_- Ima Man know another better than he knows 


imſelf, or ſee farther into another's Heart than 


ul the own? Yea, they ſay, a Prieſt can give Aſſu- 
PNzcce by his bare Word. Their foremention'd 
ampion ſaith, That after Confeſſion the Prieſt, 


3-] by 


This Doctrine overthrows the Popiſh Doctrine 


G 4 e by 


0 . 
4 if 


„ 


4 


L 404 J 
by the Word of Abſolution, dfth give ſuch Ex. 
dence of Juſtifying - Grace, as there can be 10 
Miſtake 1n. Thus you ſee into what Contra- 
dictions Men run, when they leave the Wor 
of Truth. 


(I.) 'Tis objected, That we are requir'd 9 
paſs the Time of our ſojourning here in Fear, 1 pet 
1. 17. and that, Bleſſed is he that feareth ahuay, 
Prov. xxviii. 14. | 
| Pali C01 
lieve 
be Dec 


I: Anſwer; We diſtinguiſh between a Fear d 
Diſtruſt and Doubt, and a Fear of pious Solici 
tude, which is eppoſite to Carnal Security; al. 


lowing the Latter to be a Chriſtian's Duty, (3. 
the Former, ; Libert 
ſheir S 


(2.) They object, Rom. xi. 34. Tho hath knut 


the Mind of the Lord, or who hath been his Cu. 1 A 


ſellor £ ine 
| 5 ven 

I Anſwer, 1.) No Man knows the Mind Viſpoſ 
Decree of God touching other Mens Ele&ionWnto V 

who are elected, and who not. This ſeems u auſe 

be the Scope of the Place. The Gentiles ſcornictore 


the Jews, and they again condemn*d the Gentil 
Now, ſays the Apoſtle, none knows the Mindff 
of God, whom he will ſave, and whom he vil 
condemn; to whom he will ſend his Goſpel, and 
to whom he will deny it. 


'2.) No Man knows the Mind of God in 


this Senſe, ſo as to give a Reaſon of God's Dt: 
cree, why he chooſes one, and not another. of Mo 


3.) 


4 
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be w 3.) No Man knows his Mind or Decree by 

Zontra Npoking upon that alone abſtractly, but only by 

Worl e Effects thereof, and by the Revelation thereof. 

I had rather, ſaith one, ſee. the real Impreſſions 

of a God-like Nature upon my Soul, than 

ir'd of have a Viſion from Heaven, or an Angel ſent 

1 Pet to tell me that my Name was enroll'd in the 

alway, Book of Life.” And the Scripture-Revelation, 

he Word preach'd to us is this, That if thou 

© alt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 

Fear a lieve in thine Heart that God hath raiſed him from 
Solici. Ne Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, Rom. xi. 8. 

y; an. | 1 ; ; 

4 na (3.) Tis objected that this is a Doctrine ef 

| Libertiniſm, and tends to make Men careleſs of 
their Souls, and looſe in their Practices. 
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known 
G. 1 Anſwer, x.) That God will not put new 
ine into old Bottles. The new Name is not 
piven till the new Creature be fram'd. That 
ind Viſpoſition which wou'd turn the Grace of God 
le&jonMnto Wantonneſs, and prompt Men to Sin, be- 
ems tofWauſe Grace hath abounded, is firſt taken away 
ſcorn i pefore the Soul can be poſleſs'd of Aſſurance. 
Gentile he Witneſſing-Work of the Spirit is not Ante- 
Mind edent, but Conſequent to his Sanctifying-Work. 
he wil rhe weakeſt and worſt Sort of Chriſtians are mo- 
el, ani ally unfit for the Joy of Aflurance, which is 
ſually an Attendant of high Degrees of Grace. 


Jod i 2.) Love is a ſweeter, ſurer and ſtronger Prin- 
Is De riple of Obedience than Fear. All the Terrors 
of Mount Sinai, the Thunder and Lightning, 
the Earthquakes and Smoaking of the Mountain, 
and the Voice of the Trumpet, have not on 
5 muc 


50 


Us) 

much Power and Prevalency in them, as the 
calm and fill Voice of Mount Sion. Potent l 
the Oratory of Love. A Slave but watches fo 
an Opportunity to ſhake off the Yoke, but Loy 
makes it eaſy and pleaſant. The Love of Chriſt 
conſtrains the Children of God to univerſal Obe. 
dience. There are none that walk more cloſely 
with God, than thoſe who are aſſur d of his Low 
Look up to Heaven, there you ſee glorious An. 
gels and glorified Saints, that have not only a ful 
Aſſurance, but. a full Poſſeſſion of the Love 0 
their God; that have not a bare Proſpect 
Canaan, but are feeding on its Fruits, moſt ſwik 
in doing the Will of God. Where has God mor 
cheerful Obedience than from theſe ! How jo. 
fully do theſe miniſtring Spirits run about their 
glorious Errands ! Therefore are they made ou 
Pattern, Thy will be done on Earth, as it i i 
Heaven, 1 


Second, Of Curio x. 


(1) Tho' Aſſurance is neceſſary to the Well 
being, yet not to the abſolute Being of a Chri- 
ſtian. A true Child of God may for a while not 
know that he is ſo. He may doubt of his Re- 
generation and Adoption, and yet be an adopted 
Son. I do not make Aſſurance an Eſſential Ad 
of Faith, 'tis rather an Act of Experience, is 
the Eminency of Faith, rather than the Eſſence 
of it. Faith is feldom crown'd with Aſſurance, 


until it has obtain'd a long Standing; It may end 


in Aſſurance, but never begins there. Yet at 
laſt All come not up to Thomas's Pitch to cry out, 
My Lord, and my God. The Condition, tho' it 
may be ſafe; is not comfortable, before Aſſurance 
in ſome Degree. | e 

(2.) Tho 
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(2.) Thoꝰ ſpecial Grace will not be loſt, yet 


rent is 

nes fore Aſſurance of it may. The Covenant enſures 
t Lo e Former, not the Latter. Without great 
ChritMre and Circumſpection you may {in away 
| Obe-Mfurancez and hurry _- ſelves down from 
cloſelyMſc bright Mountains of Joy and Comfort, into 

Lowe De dark Valleys of Fear and Deſpondency. A 

18 A. ud of God may walk in Darkneſs, and for a 
a a fullMime ſee neither Sun nor Star-Light. Remem- 

ove r your Aſſurance is not ſettled upon you as an 

ect A heritance; The Date and the Patent of your 

ſt (witMbmforts are ad Placitum, during the divine 

1 more Maſure. 


W 30}: ; 

t ther (3.) Afurance doth not conſiſt in an Indivi- 
de ourWhle Point, but admits of ſome Latitude and 
ü grees, of which ſome of God's People have a 


ger Meaſure than others. And the ſame Chri- 
m hath his Ebbings and Flowings, as in Point 
Grace, ſo alſo in Aſſurance. In ſome *tis 
onger, in others weaker ; and but few attain 
a Plerophory, or to ſuch a full Degree of it as 


Wel 
Chri- 


le not exclude all Doubts and Fear. They who 
s Re- ripeſt in Grace, who are moſt vigilant to 
lopted ſerve and nourifh it, who walk moſt cloſely 
al Ad ch God, are the Chriſtians who enjoy the largeſt 
is Hare of this rich Poſſeſſion. 

lence : | 

LrAnce, Third, Of DIRRCTION. 

zy end 


let at Is ſo valuable a Privilege as Aſſurance at- 
ry out, Inable? See that none of you reſt in ſome 
ho? it bable Expectation of Heaven, but uſe all 
zrance Neans of coming at a Certainty, or full Per- 
„ ſuaſion. 
Tho 
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ſuch aiicquaintance, without examining and proving 
our ſelves, 'and Communing with your own 
Jearts ? Self- Reflection is the Door of Aſſu- 
ance; For if upon an impartial and due Search 
du find an Harmony and Agreement betwixt 
zur ſelves and the Rule, you may then con- 


Thy 
dealing 
Ily me] 


ed WalWude that Mercy and Peace ſhall be upon you. 
Seal, | you find, that as Face anſwereth to Face, ſo 
- Collie Frame of your Hearts within, and the ge- 
1s innifſeral Courſe of your Lives without, anſwer. to 
Mark e pure and holy Laws of God, you are then 
ners i Chriſt, and there ſhall be no Condemnation 


reap ii you. For the Word of God, not only in the 
th aWriginal Truth, but alſo in the Copy and Tran- 
come ript of it in your Hearts and Lives, ſhall en- 
1th hinure for ever. | 
ents in | 5 | 
lock (3.) A vigorous Reſiſtance of Unbelief, a 
Do ja onflict with Doubts, and with whatever wou'd 
on {urWake or ſtifle your Evidences. Unbelief in the 
BurdWoſpel - Promiſes, and in the Mercy and Good- 
y lads of God, is one of the greateſt Enemies to 
g it 008 Chriſtian's Peace, and one Foundation of need- 
tortabW(s and uneaſy Doubts. Then, on the other fide, 
of ti ſorldly Cares, the Guilt of known Sin, Security, 
forgiWpiricual Pride viſibly deface a Man's Evidences, 
ole which are to be drawn from his poſſeſſing 
e Golpel- Requirements, and performing the 
N, or Moſpel- Conditions. If once the World get the 
arts a\Woper Hand of you, *'twill be ſtill clamouring 
There your Ears, Make your Houſe and Lands ſure ; 
owledW/ake ſure of a Livelyhood and Portions for your 
ir SO8Wi/dren, and will allow you no Time for making 
to tilWour Calling and Election ſure ; and the Con- 
10 My quence - will be, That when you leave your 
intanct | 
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of Sin unrepented of remain upon you, ty 


the Wicked. You can't be aſſur'd of God 
Love, whilſt you love any Sin that his Sqy 
hates. tt + 


(4.) The Practice of all known Duty. Log 
you to your Duties, and God will take Care 
your Comforts; For Aſſurance is not ſo mug 
: a Spur to the Negligent, as the Fruit and C. 
— ſequence of Diligence, and the Reward of th 
Diligent. Duty is the Seed of Conſolation. Vi 
muſt firſt walk in the Fear of God, before y 
can walk in the Comforts of the Holy Ghy 
Carry your ſelves then loyally to God as yu 
King and Rector, and the Joy of the Lord i 
Benefactor, will be your — It will! 
any Time be certain Matter Rejoycing i 
you, if you have on your Side the Teſtimoy | 
a good Conſcience, that in Godly Sincerity, a 
Goſpel Simplicity, not in Fleſhly Wiſdom, ye þ 
bad your Converſation in the World, 2 Co 
1. 12. | | | 


(5.) The ſpending your Time rather in ſtrength 
ning than queſtioning your Evidences. You can| 
make too ſure of Heaven, nor have too god 

| Footing for your Hopes. Take not up with Pre 
babilities, but labour after full Satisfaction abo 
Title and Claim to your future, your eternal Al 
That being clear and eaſy in this Grand Affair 
when you are to die you may have nothing 
et mon 
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ore to do, than to join with Simeon, who had 
ot Chriſt in his Arms „ In ſaying, 


Now, Lord, letteſt thou th y Servant depart in Peace 
for mine Eyes have Fon thy Salvation. 
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